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State  ok  Ni:\v  Jp:iwf-y, 
Department  of  Public  Instruction, 

Newark,  January  15,  1SG2. 

To  his  Excellency  Charles  S.  Oldex,  Governor  of  New  Jersey  : 

Sir: — T  have  tlic  honor  hcnnvitli  to  (h>liver  to  jou  the  annual  rc- 
])ort  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  made  to  the 
Legislature,  as  required  by  law. 

Very  nspectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  \Y.  PvTCORD, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Sc/ufoU. 
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REPORT 


To  the  Senate  and  General  Assemlly  of  tJie  State  of  New  Jersey  : 

In  tliG  dlscliar<Tc  of  my  official  duties,  I  have  the  lionor  to  present  to 
you  "  a  written  report,  containiiip;  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
public  schools  tlirou<2;hout  the  state." 

Permit  me  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  thus  afforded  to 
congratulate  you,  and  my  fellow-citizens  generally,  upon  the  wisdom 
of  your  predecessors  in  establishing  and  providing  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  system  of  public  instruction,  such  as  we  are  at  present  enjoying. 
Those  who  yeai*s  ago  were  commissioned  to  stand  uj^  within  these 
walls  for  the  purpose  of  enacting  laws,  and  otherwise  lal)oring  for  the 
preservation  and  advancement  of  the  commonwealth,  were  not  igno- 
rant of  the  fact  that  the  very  genius  of  our  institutions  pre-supposes  in- 
telligence and  wisdom  on  the  part  of  the  people.  Tliey  knew  that, 
however  strong  might  b.e  the  government  which  they  were  instituting, 
however  great  the  difficulties  which  they  were  able  to  place  in  the 
way  of  those  who  might  seek  to  overthrow  it,  there  could  be  no  bul- 
wark so  reliable  as  the  ireneral  diffusion  of  knowledge  amon^:'  the 
masses,  and  a  careful  provision  for  the  education  of  each  and  every 
citizen.  I  believe  that  such  is  the  opinion  of  those  now  here  assem- 
bled ;  for,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  by  personal  observa- 
tion and  otherwise,  you  represent  a  portion  of  the  republic  whose 
interest  in  common  school  education  does  not  compare  unflavorably 
with  that  manifested  in  other  states,  and  whose  schools  and  school 
accommodations  are,  year  by  year,  steadily  improving. 

lou  will  be  ]>lea>ed  to  learn  that,  notwithstajuling  tlie  suffering  so 
generally  felt  throughout  every  section  of  the  land,  in  consequence  of 
the  present  war,  notwithstanding  tbe  prostration  of  business  in  almost 
every  direction,  our  schools  have  received  no  material  injury;  but,  ou 
the  other  hand,  have,  I  am  convinced,  been  benefited  by  the  over- 
whelming testimony  produced  in  behalf  of  education  through  this  de- 
plorable rebellion.     It  is  impossible  to  withdraw  public  attention  from 
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facts  more  or  less  connected  with  this  condition  of  our  national  afiairs^ 
and,  accordintjl^',  comparisons  have  been  instituted  between  the  educa- 
tional privileges  enjoyed  by  the  different  states  of  the  Union,  which 
cannot  fail  to  carry  with  them  the  conviction  that  this  wide-spread  re- 
bellion against  one  of  the  most  beneficent  governments  ever  estab- 
lished, has  its  origin  in  ihe  ignorance  of  the  masses — an  ignorance  so 
gross,  so  general,  that  cupidity  and  unscrupulous  ambition  have  found 
it  the  readiest  means  to  attain  their  ends.  The  condition  of  education 
in  the  states  that  have  seceded  from  tlie  Union  demands  your  atten- 
tion at  a  period  like  this;  for,  if  it  be  your  duty  to  restore  order  from 
the  prevailing  chaos,  it  is  no  less  your  duty  to  inquire  as  to  the  cause 
of  the  confusion  into  which  we  are  so  fearlully  plunged,  and  to  resort 
to  such  measures  as  may  prevent  its  recurrence.  It",  then,  I  call  your 
attention  to  a  comparison  of  the  eftbrts  made  for  education  in  the  dis- 
loyal states  of  the  Union  with  those  made  in  the  loyal  states,  it  is  only 
with  a  view  to  inspire  you  to  a  more  active  sense  of  the  close  connec- 
tion of  a  good  system  of  education  with  a  good  system  of  government. 
If  the  people  of  the  rebellious  states  were  at  this  day  influenced  by  the 
light  and  wisdom  which  governed  their  fathers,  and  which  govern  us, 
we  should  not  now  be  suiiering  the  calamities  of  war,  or  experiencing 
the  mortification  of  seeing  our  democratic  institutions  mocked  at  by 
other  nations  as  a  failure.  Whatever  may  be  assigned  as  a  cause  of 
the  ruinous  events  of  the  year  just  past,  it  is  a  fact  which  cannot  be 
denied  that  the  loyal  states  form  the  centre  of  the  wisdom  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  republic,  and  that  while  in  them  learning,  virtue  and  the 
peaceful  arts  have  continually  advanced,  the  love  of  order  and  good 
government  prevails,  and  the  patriotic  fire  which  warmed  the  breasts 
of  the  sires  of  the  revolution,  burns  equally  within  the  hearts  of  their 
descendants  here;  and  as  in  those  sires  it  blazed  under  the  fan  of  ty- 
ranny, so  in  us  it  can  be  just  as  quickly  and  fiercely  enkindled  by  the 
feeblest  breath  of  treason. 

It  is  a  fact,  then,  which  cannot  be  concealed,  and  which  I  have 
shown  to  be  eminently  worthy  of  your  attention,  in  this  connection, 
and  at  a  crisis  like  the  present,  that  in  nine  of  the  most  prominent 
states  that  have  seceded  from  the  Union,  there  is  one  person  in  about 
every  thirteen  uf  the  native  white  population  over  twenty  years  of  age 
who  is  unable  to  read  and  write,  making  an  aggregate  of  ignorant 
native  whites  greater  than  one-half  of  the  entire  population  of  New 
Jersey.  At  the  same  time,  in  nine  of  the  loyal  states  having  a  native 
white  population  more  than  double  that  of  the  nine  seceding  states 
alluded  to,  there  is  but  one  person  of  the  above  description  in  about 
every  two  hundred  and  eight  who  cannot  read  and  write.  In  some  of 
the  disloyal  states  there  is  no  system  of  public  instruction  ;  in  others 
it  is  very  defective.  Virginia,  with  a  population  of  more  than  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half,  has  but  5G,7-i3  children  in  her  common  schools,  and 
expends  for  education  but  about  $1G0,000  per  annum;  South  Caro- 
lina, with  over  715,000  population,  has  but  16,840  children  in  her 
common  schools,  and  affords  but  $70,000  for  popular  education ; 
Georgia,  M-ith  over  a  million  of  irihabitants,  gives  schooling  to  only 
about  67,000  of  her  children  ;  Alabama,  witli  a  population  of  nearly  a 
million,  has  common  school  accommodations  fur  about  80,000,  and 
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expended  durinfi^  tlio  two  years  IB/jO  and  1^(\(),  $271,. '5^0  for  education  ; 
•while  New  Jersey,  with  a  jKipuhition  of  only  ^!7r>,S12,  had,  during  the 
year  just  closed,  l.']T,r)7S  childrt-n  in  her  puhlie  scIiooIh,  and  expfindcd, 
durin<^  that  year,  fur  ])iihlic  instruction  $r»4i>,l2.'>  57 — a  nunihcr  of 
children  in  her  Bchools  nearly  e<|ual  to  that  in  all  the  puhlic  Bchooluof 
Georgia,  South  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  a  sum  of  money  spent  for 
education  during  this  year  of  general  ealainity  greater  than  that  spent 
for  a  Biniilar  ]Mirpose  during  the  year  1S()()  by  the  three  states  just 
named,  together  with  Ahihaina.  Still,  New  Jersey  has  nf»t  come 
up  to  the  standard  of  other  states,  though  she  is  steadily  advaiu-ing, 
and  in  some  respects  compares  favorably  with  those  who  take  the 
lead. 

In  view  of  such  facts,  can  any  one  deny  the  great  importance  of  af- 
fording the  means  of  education  to  the  rising  generati(»n  ?  Were  we 
indiflerent  as  to  the  welfare  of  those  who  are  to  come  after  u?,  and  con- 
tent to  enjoy  the  passing  liour,  we  might  now  fold  our  arms,  and  suf- 
fer the  spirit  of  rt'l^'Uion  to  do  its  work  ;  but  such  is  not  our  disposi- 
tion. In  the  integrity  of  the  Union  alone  do  we  feel  an  assurance  of 
the  permanency  of  our  glorious  institutions  ;  and  to  preserve  this  integ- 
rity, and  to  secure  the  enjoyment  of  these  institutions  to  those  who 
come  after  us,  are  among  the  chief  sources  of  our  joys,  both  as  indi- 
viduals and  as  people.  For  tliis  reason  it  is  that  our  land  is  now  cov- 
ered with  countless  armies,  at  an  incalculable  outlay  of  treasures. 
The  fabric  of  freedom  is  menaced.  Its  walls,  which  were  considered 
impregnable,  have  already  been  shattered  ;  and  we  fly  to  the  work  of 
protection  and  repair  at  every  personal  sacrifice.  But  let  us  beware 
of  believing  that  our  strength  lies  wholly  in  the  multitude  of  our 
legions,  or  in  the  temper  of  our  steel.  Through  the  instrumentality 
of  these,  the  assaults  upon  the  republic  may  be  repelled,  and  that  re- 
public clothed  with  even  greater  strength  and  glory ;  but  its  preser- 
vation, after  all,  must  depend  upon  an  array  of  intelligence  and  vir- 
ture  fully  commensurate  with  its  armies. 

I  have  already  stated  that  our  public  schools  have  not  suffered  ma- 
terially, during  the  past  year,  in  consequence  of  our  national  trials  ;  I 
might  add  that  they  have  never  been  in  a  more  flourishing  condition, 
or  more  warmly  sustained  on  the  part  of  the  people.  Tlieir  benefits 
ajipear  to  be  more  generally  appreciated,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  they 
have  now  obtained  a  hold  upon  all  classes  and  conditions  of  society 
"which  it  would  be  ditfieult  to  loosen.  Their  number,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  tables  herewith  submitted,  is  somewhat  increased,  being,  at 
present,  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine  ;  but  I  believe  that  even  this 
lalls  short  of  the  actual  number,  because  many  districts,  being  formed 
from  portions  of  adjoining  townships,  fail  to  be  properly  reported,  one 
oflicer  believing  it  not  to  be  more  strictly  his  duty  than  his  fellow- 
officers,  and  each  trusting  to  the  other,  and  all  failing.  By  the  same 
tables  it  will  also  be  seen  that  the  number  of  children  attending  the 
public  schools,  during  the  year  just  closed,  is  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  which  is  an  increase 
over  that  of  the  previous  year  of  eleven  thousand  two  hundred  and 
forty-seven  ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  this  increase  of  attend- 
ance is,  in  ratio,  greater  than  the  increase  of  the  number  of  children 
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between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years.  The  average  daily  at- 
tendance is  reported  to  be  58,264,  but  there  is  very  little  reliance  to  be 
placed  upon  any  of  the  figures  relating  to  attendance,  except  those 
which  indicate  the  whi)le  number  that  liave  been  at  school ;  indeed, 
any  one  wlio  will  take  the  trouble  to  cxaininc  those  which  sliow  how 
many  cliihlrcn  have  attended  school  three,  six,  nine  and  twelve 
months,  must  see  that  they  are,  in  many  instances,  incorrect ;  but  lam 
compelled  to  give  them  as  they  are  furnished  to  me  by  school  officers. 
The  average  number  of  months  that  the  schools  have  been  kept  open 
is  but  a  trifle  more  than  that  reported  last  year,  being  a  little  over  9^. 
My  former  report  stated  that  free  schools  were  maintained  in  thirty-one 
townships  and  cities  ;  I  am  happy  now  to  say  that  such  schools  are 
maintained  in  forty-two  townshijis  and  cities;  and  where  any  charge  is 
made  for  tuition,  it  is  somewhat  less  than  heretofore,  being  on  an  aver- 
age $2  OG^  ])ev  quarter.  The  amount  of  money  stated  in  the  tables  to 
have  been  raised  and  appropriated  for  educational  purposes  is  $54:0,- 
283  SO,  but  this  falls  short  of  the  actual  sum,  as  certain  moneys  received 
from  the  state  are  not  therein  given  ;  the  more  correct  figures,  as  given 
below,  are  $540,123  57.  It  appears  from  the  tables  alluded  to,  that 
the  total  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  education 
during  the  year  ending  December  15,  1801,  is  as  follows  : 

Raised  ^y  tax  for  the  support  of  schools, $385,031  29 

Kaised  by  tax  for  building,  repairing  and  furnishing 

school-houses, 32,452  11 

Received  from  the  state," 82,300  23 

Received  from  other  sources, 40,440  17 

540,283  80 

By  comparing  this  statement  with  that  made  in  my  last  report,  it 
will  be  found  that  the  amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  during  the  year 
just  closed  exceeds  that  rei)orted  last  year  by  $17,3SS  03. 

But  the  items  above  given,  being  compiled  from  the  reports  of  town 
superintendents,  cannot  include  all  the  moneys  expended  for  educa- 
tional purposes,  and  do  not  represent  correctly  the  sura  actually  re- 
ceived from  tlie  state.  A  more  full  and  more  reliable  statement  may 
be  given  follows  : 

By  the  state,  for  the  support  of  the  Normal  School, $10,000  GO 

By  the  state,  for  the  support  of  the  Farnuni  Preparatory 

School, \  1,200  00 

By  the  state,  for  the  sup])ort  of  public  schools, 80,000  00 

Raised  by  tax  for  the  su]>port  of  public  schools, 385,031  29 

Raised   by  tax  for  building,  repairing  and  furnishing 

school-houses, \        32,452  11 

Received  from  other  sources, 40,44u  17 

549,123  57 
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BTATIBTlt'8. 

It  pjivca  mc  ploartiin;  to  state  tiiat  Bcliool  ofticere  cxliibited  nnuHual 
j)ri)iii|>fiios8  Jit  tlio  cln-io  of  tlio  year  in  nmkiri;;  tlu-ir  animal  r^'ixirt**, 
tlioii^li  in  many  instai.cos  these reportnure  very  tar  troin  l)eiri^C'»in|»Iete. 
In  B  »me  cases  this  in(  ompleteness  is  duo  to  a  nnBapprehuiiBion  of  tlic 
(luestions  forwarded  f-t  tliein  for  the  purpose  of  eliciting;  information. 
Answers,  in  such  iuhlinecs,  I  have  heen  eotni)elhjd  to  hupprws.  In 
other  (iisea,  answers  are  j^iven  without  niU(.-h  rejjard  to  exaetrn  -^  ; 
and,  not  unfre(iuentl  >,  the  admission,  on  the  part  of  the  j-ehool  otii  >  r, 
that  he  '*  ch)e8  not  know/'  betrays  tliefaet  that  the  lownohij)  has  blun- 
dered in  committing  its  educational  matters  to  his  care. 

lleports  frecpiently  come  to  me,  accompanied  by  notea,  statin;^  that 
the  items  therein  relatin<;  to  the  attendance  at  scliool  are  not  to  be 
fully  relii'd  u]h>ti,  as  no  re;iiHters  are  furnished  by  tlie  state.  This  ex- 
cuse is  very  phnisible  ;  but  tho-f  who  make  it  must  eertaitdy  giifier 
in  their  own  e-timation,  when  they  call  to  mind  that  the  miml)cr  of 
items  re<|uired  by  the  law  is  very  small,  and  that  eaeh  of  these  items 
is  specified  i.i  the  act  of  March  I'i,  1850.  l>e»ides,  the  appendix  to 
the  pamphlet  scliool  laws  contains  the  foriif  of  a  school  register,  by 
the  aid  (»f  which  any  teacher  of  ordinary  capacity  can  ])rovide  the 
means  of  kcepi..;;  an  accurate  account  of  the  daily  attendance  at  bis 
school.  I)i.->tricr  and  town  otHeers  should  insist  upon  the  observance 
of  the  law  relatiji/  to  this  sui)ject,  on  the  i>art  of  teachers;  there  is 
no  excuse  whatever  for  its  violation. 

]\Iuch  ililHculty  has  always  been  cxperi'iic'-d  in  obtaininjj  correct 
information  in  refraid  to  the  reccijits  an<l  expenditnre  of  money  for 
school  purposes.  The  sources  whence  the  money  came  is,  in  many 
instances,  a  mystery  to  the  othecr  in  whose  hands  it  is  |)lace<l  for  dis- 
bursement ;  and,  when  (juestioned  as  to  what  they  receive  as  taxes,  as 
school  funds,  as  surplus  revenue,  tuition,  etc.,  their  answers  are 
vague,  and,  in  many  cases,  grossly  incorrect.  Frequently,  no  dis- 
tinction is  made  between  the  school  fund  and  the  surplus  revenue  ;  and 
the  latter  term  is  supposed  by  some  officers  to  be  synonymous  with 
halanrc  on  hand.  Hoping  to  attain  to  some  accuracy  in  this  particu- 
lar, I  addressed  the  county  collectors  throughout  the  state,  and  am 
able,  througli  their  courtesy,  t«^  give  the  exact  sums  received  by  each 
county,  as  well  as  the  sources  whence  these  sums  have  been  derived. 
This  1  have  done  in  the  county  sketches,  which  may  be  compared 
with  the  statistics  furnished  by  town  superintendents. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  here  that,  when  it  has  been  impossible  to 
determine  the  average  salaries  i>aid  to  teachers,  I  have  stated  the 
highest  sums  named  in  the  re]iorts  lurnished  to  me. 

I  beg  leave,  in  this  c<Minection,  to  refer  to  some  remarks  made  in 
regard  to  school  registers,  in  the  accompanying  sketch  of  the  educa- 
tional condition  of  Morris  countv. 
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THE  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


It  is  iinpo??ihle  to  feel  a  licarty  interest  in  what  are  especially  re- 
garded as  public  schools,  without  feeling  an  interest,  more  or  less,  in 
Bciiools  of  every  description.  It  is  the  education  of  the  people,  the 
disseniinatit.n  of  knowledge  and  truth,  that  our  safety  and  i>rosper- 
ity  as  a  nation  demand  ;  and  it  is  for  the  readiest  and  most  etlcctual 
means  for  attaining  this  that  we  are  bound,  by  all  the  obligati.ms  of 
humanity  and  patriotism,  to  lal)or.  Of  vhat  consequence  is  it 
whether  tiie  saving  intluence  of  virtue  and  intelligence  emanate  from 
public  schools,  or  parochial  schools,  or  private  "schools?  Light  is 
light — truth  is  truth  ;  and  the  most  that  our  schools  can  do,  no  mat- 
ter what  may  be  the  manner  in  \vhich  they  are  supported,  is  to  pre- 
pare the  minds  of  youth  for  the  reception  of  light  and  truth.  Let  us 
not  show  our  ignorance,  or  betray  our  narrow-mindedness,  or  exhibit 
our  treachery,  by  an  active  hos'ility  towards  any  particular  system 
of  instruction,  because  it  is  not,  in  our  o])inion,  the  most  judicious  or 
the  most  cthcient.  There  is  never  an  honest  effort  put  forth  in  the 
cause  of  education — no  matter  by  whom,  and  no  matter  in  what  way 
— that  does  not  redound,  in  some  degree,  however  small,  to  the  glory 
of  Christianity,  and  to  the  perpetuity  of  freedom.  I  should  feel  that 
I  Avere  deba^iiig  my  ofKce,  and  bringing  reproach  upon  the  state,  were 
I,  in  my  othcial  action,  to  be  governed  by  maxims  opposed  to  these. 
My  desire,  as  it  should  be  the  desire  of  every  man  who  is  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-beings,  is  to  welcome  and  give  God-speed 
to  every  effi»rt  that  is  made  in  the  cause  of  education. 

I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  an  honest  man  in  New  Jersey — a  veri- 
table well-wisher  of  his  country's  honor,  who  desires  the  suppression 
of  a  single  school,  be  it  private  or  })ul)lic.  I  have,  to  be  sure,  heard 
of  some  opposition  to  our  Slate  Normal  School;  and  in  the  accompa- 
nying township  reports  I  believe  you  will  find  one  instance  in  which 
disajiprobatory  language  is  used  concerning  this  institution  by  a  soli- 
tary town  superintendent.  Still,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  opposition  doe& 
not  arise  from  any  sordid  or  unpatriotic  desire  to  diminish  the  facili- 
ties afibrded  by  the  state  for  the  advancement  of  learning,  but  because 
the  connection  of  this  institution  M-itli  our  system  of  public  instruction 
is  imperfectly  understood,  and  its  infinence  upon  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion generally,  not  fully  appreciated.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  this 
institution  is  to  furnish  all  the  teachers  required  by  the  state  ;  and 
surely  those  who  were  instrumental  in  establishing  it  were  not  influ- 
enced by  any  such  preposterous  idea.  But  because  our  national  mili- 
tary school  does  not  furnish  our  armies  with  all  the  ofiicers  required 
by  the  present  exigency,  does  it  follow  that  for  this  reason  we  ought 
to  take  no  j^ains  whatever  to  train  up  men  especially  and  carefully 
and  thoroughly  for  the  profession  of  arms?  Who  is  so  devoid  of 
common  sense  as  to  entertain  such  a  thought  ?  Who  does  not  see 
what  the  training  of  a  handful  of  men  at  West  Point  has  effected 
along  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Mississippi,  and  upon  the 
coasts  of  South  Carolina  and  Florida?     Who  does  not  know  that  this. 
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training,  like  a  little  leaven  in  tlic  liitnj)  of  tloii^li,  h  nf»w  Kliowirtj;  iU 
iiiCHliniuble  value  to  tlie  tlioiiHaiuIrt  of  oHieerH  to  whose  lianflrt  the  des- 
tiny of  the  nation  ]^  at  thin  nionient  foinniiftcd  ?  So  it  juny  he  Haid 
that,  alth(»n<xli  our  Norninl  ScIhmiI  (Iock  imt  ^urni^h  one  in  fifty  of  the 
teacluTH  necih'd  throii^hont  the;  htatc,  it  in  cxcrtin;;  a  ]H(\v«;rful  influ- 
ence u\u)U  the  eharacter  of  those  pcIiooIh  hy  8<'ndin^  in  every  direction, 
here  and  there,  teachers  thorouj^hly  (jualitied  for  the  Wf»rk  of  instruc- 
tion, teachers  who  will  he  exatnples  to  others  anuirul  thctn,  not  otdy 
exciting  a  hiudnhle  s]iirit  of  (Muuhition,  liut  affordint;  t)ie  j)eoj»Ie  a 
standard  hy  which  to  judj^c  of  the  merits  of  thot-e  win*  woiihl  ashUtnc 
the  rcsj)on.»il)le  duties  (»f  cultiviitin^  the  minds  and  formin;^  the  char- 
acterti  of  their  children.  If  the  N<»rnuil  Scho<d  furni.->hed  to  the 
state  harely  twenty  teachers  a  year,  it  would  still  he  rendering 
to  our  j)ul)lic  Bchools,  and  to  the  cause  of  education  generally, 
a  service  cheaply  purchased  hy  the  vtrescnt  anrnial  aj)propriation. 
But  for  every  dollar  which  the  state  lias  expended  for  this  Bchool, 
she  can  show  a  sulistantial  c«jiiiviilent,  as  was  exhihite<l  to  you  in 
the  last  annual  rejiort  of  the  hojird  of  trustees;  and  there  is  no  im[)ro- 
priety  in  recallini;  your  attention  ti»  it  here.  The  facts  are  as  follow  : 
Through  the  instrumentality  of  the  trustees  of  the  N«»rmal  School,  the 
late  Paul  Farnuni  was  induced  to  devise  to  said  trustees,  in  trust  for 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  the  defiant  and  commodious  school  l)uilding 
at  Beverly,  known  as  the  Farnum  Preparatory  School,  with  the  lot  of 
land  on  which  it  stands,  for  which  lie  had  expended  sonie  thirty  tliou- 
sand  dt)llars.  He  also  he([neathcd,  as  a  ])ermanent  endowment  for 
this  institution,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  d<»llars.  Here,  then,  in 
the  tirst  )>lace,  is  j)ro})crty  of  which  the  state  has  heen  put  into  posses- 
sion, on  account  of  its  liberal  patronaj^eof  learninfij,  worth  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars.  In  the  next  place,  she  has  the  furniture,  ho^ks  and 
apparatus  of  the  Normal  and  Model  schools  at  Trenton,  which  are 
valued  at  ten  thonsand  dollars  ;  and  then  she  has  an  interest  in  the 
model  school  l)uildin<x  which  now  amounts  to  ciirht  thousand  dollars, 
makinjj:  in  all  the  sum  of  sixty-ciirht  thousand  dollars  for  the  sixty 
thousand  which  she  had  expended  up  to  the  time  when  this  report  was 
made,  for  the  su|>port  of  the  Normal  School. 

The  state  has  then  nothinp:  to  rei^ret  for  what  she  has  already  done; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  she  has  much  whereof  to  ho  ])roud  ;  t'or,  in 
addition  to  seoini;;  her  own  liberality  a  means  of  inspiring  her  citizens 
"With  a  kindred  sentiment,  she  has  also  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  she  has  in  her  midst  an  institution  that  is  doing  much  to  elevate 
the  standard  of  all  her  schools,  and  that  is  contributing  her  full  quota 
to  the  cause  of  learning  evervwhere. 
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TEACHERS     INSTITUTES. 


Teachers'  institutes  have  been  held  during  the  past  year  in 
county,  as  follow : 


every 


County. 
Athmtic, 
Berfjen, 
Burlinp;ton, 
Camden, 
Cape  May, 
Cumberland, 
Essex, 
Gloucester, 
Hudson, 
Hunterdon, 
Mercer, 
Middlesex, 
Monmouth, 
Morris, 
Ocean, 
Passaic, 
Salem, 
Somerset, 
Sussex, 
Union, 
Warren, 


Time  of  Meetintj. 
August  19, 
October  7, 
May  21, 
January  28, 
September  1, 
May  27, 
March  25, 
July  20, 
November  IS, 
October  2S, 
December  2, 
November  4, 
October  28, 
December  0, 
July  8, 
December  2, 
August  10, 
September  IC, 
September  0, 
April  1, 
September  23, 


Place. 
Hammonton. 
New  Bridge. 
Moorestown. 
Black  woodstown. 
Cold  Spring. 
Ccdarville. 
Newark, 
Glassboro'. 
Hudson  City. 
New   Germantown. 
Trenton. 
Metuchin, 
Freehold. 
Madison. 
Barnegat. 
Paterson. 
Salem. 
Pari  tan. 
Deckertowu. 
Pah  way. 
Hackettstown. 


The  interest  manifested  in  teachers'  institutes  during  the  past  year 
was  fully  as  great  as  during  any  previous  year,  and  the  influence  ex- 
erted by  them  quite  as  favorable  to  the  cause  of  education.  There 
were,  however,  instances  in  which  the  attendance  on  the  part  of 
teachers  was  not  what  it  should  have  been,  nor  what  I  liad  reason  to 
believe,  at  the  time,  that  it  would  be.  The  blame,  in  such  cases,  was 
o;enerally  thrown  upon  school  officers,  wlio  were  chaiged  with  unM^l- 
liugjiess  to  close .  the  schools  under  their  care,  and  thus  afford  their 
teachers  opportunities  to  attend  the  institute.  Although  this  might 
liave  been  true  to  some  extent,  it  was,  by  no  means,  so  generally  true 
as  represented.  The  teachers,  on  the  other  hand,  after  signing  their 
names  to  a  petition  for  a  county  institute,  would  frequently  take  ad- 
vantage c»f  any  excuse  to  absent  themselves  therefrom  ;  and,  instead 
of  applying  for  authority  to  close  their  schools,  would  rather  express 
a  desire  to  keep  them  in  operation  during  the  continuance  of  the  in- 
stitute. The  reason  for  this  is,  that  a  teachers'  institute,  if  properly 
conducted,  is  not  the  place  where  an  ignorant  schoolmaster  can  pass 
himself  off  f)r  more  than  he  is  worth.  He  is  sure  to  come  in  contact 
liere  with  the  best  teachers,  together  with  the  most  intelligent  citizens 
of  the  county  ;  and  he  is  not  simply  afraid  of  appearing  to  disadvan- 
tage, but  he  knows  that  here  his  utter  want  of  capacity  for  his  profes- 
sion will  be  discovered. 
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As  wc  have  no  compulsory  proces-i  ]>y  which  to  Bcnirc  tlie  attend- 
ance of  tcHchern,  it  in  iirijMjHsiMc,  at  tliche  iriHtitutcfl,  to  form  a  jiiBt 
idea  of  the  character  and  <inaiifications  of  our  teacherfi.  IIiohc  who 
attend  are  the  flower  (»f  tlie  educational  corpn  of  the  frtate ;  there  is 
seldom  amon^  them  a  man  or  woman  who  is  not  qualified  to  teach 
and  f^ovcrn  any  of  our  |»ul)li(;  hcIiooIs;  iind  it  niay,  on  the  oth<T  hand, 
he  set  down  as  very  generally  true  that  those  who  do  not  attend  make  up 
the  ^reat  nniss  of  those  po<»rIy  (jualificMJ,  ineflicinit  teacherw,  who  have 
no  dcbire  of  improviii;^  themsdvea  in  their  ]>rofeiJt-i(*n,  hecause  they 
regard  their  profession  as  a  mere  temporary  expedient,  to  be  aban- 
doned whenever  any  more  ])rofitahle  business  offers.  These  are  the 
individuals  who  call  institutes  "a  humbui^,"  who  aflirm  that  they  are 
gotten  up  simply  for  private  benefit,  and  who  say  and  do  all  in  their 
power  to  dei»re(iate  them  in  ])ublie  estimation.  In  evidence  of  the  truth 
of  this,  as  well  as  in  evidence  of  the  truth  of  what  is  said  in  a  former  ]<art 
of  this  report  relative  to  the  comj)arative  merits  of  males  and  feniales 
as  instructors  and  disciplinarians,  it  may  be  stated  here  that,  while 
the  majority  of  our  teachers  are  males,  the  number  of  females  who 
attend  institutes  is  often  twice — and  frequently  three  and  four  times — 
as  great  as  that  of  males. 

•School  ofKcers,  in  determi?iing  the  merits  of  teachers  who  apply  to 
them  for  situations,  would  do  well  to  in«pnre  whetlier  such  teachers 
are  in  the  practice  of  attending  institutes,  and  whether  their  interest 
in  the  cause  of  education  is  sufficiently  great  to  prompt  them  either 
to  seek  for  themselves  the  advantages  of  these  associations,  or  to  at- 
tempt to  increase  these  advantages  for  others  by  the  aid  of  their  supe- 
rior knowledge  and  experience.  The  utmost  importance  should  be 
attached  to  the  )>ossession  of  an  earnest  si)irit  on  the  part  of  those 
engaged  in  a  work  like  education  ;  he  who  possesses  it  will  continu- 
ally seek  opportunities  to  improve  himself  or  others,  and  is  the  verv 
person  whose  labors,  amid  all  difficulties,  will  be  attended  with  favor- 
able results. 

To  the  attendance  at  institutes  I  attach  so  much  importance,  as 
evidence  of  a  teacher's  ^ntcre^t  in  his  profession,  that  I  proj»ose,  during 
the  coming  year,  to  issue  certificates,  in  a  convenient  form,  to  all  wlio 
shall  have  attended  during  a  period  of  four  days,  rctaininj^,  at  the 
same  time,  a  list  of  their  names  and  residences.  These  certificates 
should  be  regarded  by  school  officers  as  additional  evidence  of  the 
merits  of  any  applicants  for  schools  who  may  possess  them. 

The  immediate  benefit  to  be  derived  from  institutes  are  not,  bv  anv 
means,  confined  to  teachers.  Institutes  serve  to  difiuse  a  great'  deal 
of  useful  and  entertaining  knowledge  among  the  communities  in  which 
they  are  held,  and  they  furnish  material  for  study  and  reflection,  the 
value  of  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  estimate.  Thev  serve  to 
awaken  in  parents  an  interest  in  the  studies  of  their  children,  and  to 
lead  those,  who  have  not  had  the  advantages  of  education,  to  form 
some  idea  of  its  worth  to  every  one,  Mhatever  may  be  his  walk  in  life. 
They  afiord  opportunities  to  the  friends  of  education  to  illustrate  the 
progress  that  is  continually  made  in  the  science  of  teach  in  <r,  as  well  as 
to  create  a  general  sentiment  in  favor  of  a  liberal  system  of  public 
instruvtiiAu.  The  most  active  support  should  be  given  to  them,  and 
nothing  should  be  left  undone  that  can  contribute  to  their  usefulness 
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In  my  last  annual  report  I  recommended  siicli  alterations  of  the 
school  laws  as  would  secure  the  appointment  of  county  examiners,  and 
likewise  provide  for  the  organization  of  county  boards  of  superinten- 
tendents,  A  very  important  object  that  I  had  in  view  in  doing  this, 
was  to  obtain,  in  every  portion  of  tlie  state,  efficient  co-operators  in  the 
somewhat  arduous  work  of  making  the  preparations  necessary  to  in- 
sure sucee>sful  institutes.  For  many  years  past,  this  work  has  been 
chieliv  d(^)ne  l)y  local  committees  or  by  those  persons  whom  the  teach- 
ers have  selected  as  conductors  of  their  institutes.  While  in  some 
cases  the  W()rk  has  been  well  done,  in  many  others  it  has  been  but  in- 
differently done,  so  indifferently,  indeed,  that  but  for  the  interest  in- 
herent inthese  associations  and  in  the  subjects  discussed  by  them, 
they  would  have  been  little  better  than  mere  failures.  All  that  is 
needed  in  order  to  make  these  in>titutes  not  only  powerful  means  for 
the  advancement  of  the  cau.-e  of  education,  but  great  intellectual  feasts 
for  the  citizens  of  the  counties  in  which  they  are  respectively  held, 
is  that  township  and  di^tl■i(•t  school  officers  should  devote  a  little  time 
and  attention  to  them.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  finding  competent 
men  to  conduct  them.  Teachers  who  take  a  proper  interest  in  their 
profession  will  attend  them  ;  those  who  have  no  such  interest  may  be 
induced  to  take  p^rt  in  them  by  the  school  officers  under  whom 
they  are  employed;  the  peo])le  can  be  aroused  for  miles  around,  and 
thev  can  be  made  so  interesting  and  useful  that  their  recurrence  will 
be  looked  for  with  great  anxiety. 

It  has  always  been  customary  in  this  state  for  the  teachers  of  a 
county  to  select  some  one  as  the  conductor  of  their  institute,  notifying 
the  state  superintendent  of  their  choice,  and  asking  his  approval. 
This  is  strictly  in  accordance  with  law,  and,  in  most  cases,  has  been 
found  to  be  a  very  judicious  arrangement.  It  would  be  renuirkable 
if  no  conductor  ever  failed  to  give  satisfaction,  for  it  rarely  happens 
that  an  institute  does  not  number  among  its  members  at  least  one  or 
two  who,  in  their  own  estimation,  are  the  fittest  to  lead,  or  who,  if 
they  do  not  feel  themselves  to  be  the  fittest  to  lead,  are,  at  least,  too 
wise  to  be  taught.  Difficulties  have  sometimes  arisen  from  this  cir- 
cumstance, but  tiiey  have  never  been  of  any  very  serious  nature. 
The  declamations  of  such  indviduals  have  been  usually  directed 
a"-ainst  institutes,  in  ])articular,  and  the  system  of  common 
school  education,  in  general.  A  teachers'  institute  should  be  under 
the  manaijement  of  the  school  officers  of  the  county,  in  conjunction 
with  the  state  superintendent,  all  of  whom  should  feel  it  a  duty  to  be 
present  as  much  as  possible  during  its  sessions.  The  sum  of  money 
devoted  to  the  defrayment  of  expenses  is  small,  but,  if  judiciously 
nianafcd  is  sufficient  to  secure  the  services  of  able  lecturers  and  in- 
structor^.  It  should  be  expended  in  this  way  under  the  direction  of 
the  school  officers  of  the  county  and  state,  and  there  should  never  be 
the  sli'ditest  ground  for  saying  that  a  single  dollar  of  it  has  been  mis- 
applied. Although  I  believe  it  to  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  state  te 
collect  the  people  at  as  many  different  points  as  possible  for  the  ob- 
jects proposed  in  the  establisliment  of  institutes,  1  am  of  opinion  that, 
in  certain  parts  of  the  state,  a  single  institute  for  the  benefit  of  two 
counties  will  accomplish  all  the  good  that  can,  at  present,  be  realized 
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from  ;iii  institute  in  oacli.  The  law  iilrciuly  provides  for  cases  of  thi« 
kind,  find  I  luivii  iiccMrdinjjjiy  made  a  li^t  of  the  (vMinficH,  uniting 
those  ior  whieli  I  think  a  hin^lu  institute  will  he  fiutlicient  to  attain, 
for  the  cause  of  education,  all  that  can  he  hoped  from  them. 

In  accordance  with  what  I  conceived  to  he  my  duty,  1  jiave  taken 
coufiiderahle  i)ainH,  duriui^  the  past  year,  in  cau^in<^  to  he  exemplified, 
as  far  as  possihie,  the  modes  of  instruction  adoj)ted  hy  the  trustees  of 
the  Normal  School,  and  practised  in  the  institution  under  their  care. 
Notwith.-tandiiiii;  tlm  dilliculties  ever  to  he  encountend  hy  whatever 
may  he  rei;arded  as  innovations,  it  <^ives  me  ph-a.-ure  to  sav  that  the 
methods  ot'  instructiun  em|)l(iye(|  in  the  school  snpporte*!  hy  the  state 
meet  wiih^a'ueral  approval.  While  it  mi;^rlit  nut  he  desirahle  to  ex- 
clude from  institutes,  methods  of  teaching  that  Ijhvc  not  heen  satisfac- 
torily tested,  it  seems  to  me  eminently  proper  to  make  them  the  me- 
dium not  only  of  communicatinf:!^  to  the  people  what  the  hfate  isdoinfr 
towards  the  ]>roniotion  of  a  p»od  and  uniform  system  <A'  instruction 
but  of  illustrafiui;  that  system  to  teachers,  and  making  it  as  gener- 
ally useful  as  possihie. 

DISTRICT  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  called  attention  to  the  suhject  of  school- 
houses  in  such  a  way  that  it  seems  hardly  neces.-ary  to  allude  to  it 
here;  hut  I  cannot  pass  it  hy  altoi^ether,  fur  it  is  otie  of  too  much 
importance,  and  I  have,  hesides,  reason  to  contjrattdate  the  friends  of 
education  that  the  revelations  made  to  you  last  year,  with  the  remarks 
accompanying  them,  together  with  my  personal  efforts  in  all  parts  of 
the  state  to  arouse  the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  in  this  direction 
have  been  attended  with  favorable  results.  Extensive  repairs  of 
school-houses  have  been  made  in  nearly  every  county  of  the  state,  and 
there  is  abundant  evidence  of  incri'ased  interest  in  the  matter  of  pro- 
viding buildings  for  educational  j)urposes  better  ada])ted  to  the  health 
as  well  as  the  moral  and  intellectual  culture  of  the  youni'. 

That  a  school-house  should  he  in  all  respects  adapted  to  the  purpose 
for  which  it  is  designed,  is  of  the  greatest  consequence,  hut  that  such 
is  not  always  the  case  is  not  wonderful,  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  not 
unfrequently,  those  to  whom  the  care  of  building  and  jireservinij  them 
is  entrusted,  are  not  aware  of  what  is  requisite  in  their  construction  and 
equipment;  and,  in  their  calculations,  are  often  governed  hy  the  idea  that 
the  main  thing  is  to  secure  fur  children  a  shelter  from  the  sun  and  storm 
while  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  It  seldom  occurs  to  them 
if  we  may  judge  hy  appearances,  that  the  tastes  and  habits  which 
characterize  our  lives  are  formed  in  early  childhood  :  that  in  the 
school-room  we  receive  the  first  lessons  of  human  life;  that  here  are 
impressed  the  incipient  principles  of  morality  and  the  rules  of  social 
intercourse;  that  Iiere,as  men,  we  lind  the  elements  of  our  future 
career  ;  that  here,  as  women,  our  instinctive  delicacy  is  expanded  into 
maturity.  Such  being  the  case,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  gravest  moment 
that  not  only  the  precepts  and  example  of  those  entrusted  with  the 
care  of  youth  should  be  unexceptionable,  but  that  the  objects  by  which 
they  are  surrounded  should  be  favorable  to  the  most  desirable  kind  of 
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culture  'i  A  miserable  shanty  that  is  scarcely  fit  for  a  stable  is  not  the 
place  in  which  to  cultivate  the  amenities  of  life,  A  school-house 
situated  upon  the  public  hi«;h\vay,  with  not  a  foot  of  play-ground  and 
not  a  politarv  out-shed,  is  not  the  place  wherein  to  teach  morality,  to 
preserve  in^tinctive  delicacy,  or  even  to  secure  c(»mmon  decency  ;  and 
yet  there  are  hundreds  of  such  school-houses  throughout  thestate.  Is 
it  not  a  burning  shame  that  at  this  period  of  time  and  in  a  country 
■which  acknowledges  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  good  system  of 
public  schools  as  the  surest  means  of  preserving  its  free  institutions, 
and  as  the  oidy  security  for  public  haj)|)incss,  there  should  exist  so 
much  ignorance  and  so  much  ai)athy  on  this  sul)ject  ?  It  is  almost 
incredible  that  there  should  be  men  found  in  nearly  every  community 
who  are  willing  to  devote  time,  labor  and  money,  in  order  to  provide 
for  the  comfort  of  their  dumb  brutes,  and  yet  who  begrudge  a  paltry 
dollar  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  suitable  place  for  cultivating  the 
minds  and  niorals  of  those  to  whose  hands  must  be  entrusted  the 
future  destiny  of  the  nation  ;  it  is  hard  to  conceive  of  anything  more 
absurd,  more  unpatiiotic,  more  brutally  selfish.  In  my  opinion,  it 
would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  morals  and  virtue  of  some  school 
districts  if  the  public  money  appropriated  to  them  for  educational  pur- 
poses were  withheld,  and  their  miserable  apologies  for  schools  were 
suppressed. 

TEACHERS. 

In  the  annual  report  which  I  am  required  to  make  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, I  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  give  prominence  to  existing  evils, 
with  a  view  to  in^proving  our  condition  educationally,  rather  than  to 
present  matters  for  congratulation,  and  thus  create  apathy,  or,  at  least, 
give  the  impression  that  in  matters  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  us, 
as  a  people,  we  are  doing  well  enough,  and  that  there  is  no  reason 
for  apprehension,  no  grounds  for  inquiry  and  energetic,  systematic 
action.  Nothing  should  ever  give  us  greater  pleasure  than  to  make 
others  contented,  but  it  were  base  to  purchase  such  pleasure  at  th  3 
price  of  their  permanent  injury.  "While,  then,  I  am  ready  to  admiu 
that  in  many  portions  of  our  state,  especially  in  the  cities  and  larger 
towns,  there  is  comparatively  little  room  for  improvement  in  what 
concerns  the  character  and  qualifications  of  those  to  Avhom  is  confided 
the  education  of  the  yonng,  I  must  deplore  the  evils  to  wdiich  scores 
of  communities  are  subjected  by  a  very  difl:*erent  state  of  matters. 
But  any  attempt  to  correct  evils  attributable  to  a  particular  cause  is 
not  worth  the  outlay  of  time  and  pains,  unless  there  be  some  possi- 
bility of  removing  such  cause.  Nevertheless,  on  the  principle  that 
*'  while  there  is  life  there  is  hope,"  we  may,  for  the  attainment  of  some 
desiiable  end,  be  excused  for  advising  and  even  ])ractising  the  great- 
est absurdities.  I  desire,  then,  though  with  only  the  smallest  hope  of 
any  good  result,  to  state  distinctly, and  without  regard  to  consequences, 
80  far  as  I  am  personally  interested,  that  the  fact  that  we  have  so  many 
illy-taught  and  illy-disciplitied  schools  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that 
we  have  so  many  illy-qualified  and  utteil}'  unconcerned  school  officers. 
It  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty  were  I  to  withhold  the  chaige,  how- 
ever small  might  be  my  hopes  of  any  favorable  results.     Every  one 
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knows  tliat  afl  a  f^eiioral  tliin<^  iiieii  nrc  not,  jdarod  in  elective  oflicoa 
on  account  of  any  P]»ccial  qnalifications  which  th(!y  nmyliave  for  such 
ofticcH,  Imt  on  the  other  lianil  f<»r  no  good  reason  wliatcver,  and  somc- 
tiinos  for  very  l)ad  reasons. 

If,  tlicii,  wc  would  correct  an  evil  to  which  our  syntem  of  ])uh]ic  in- 
fitructioTi  is  suhjcctcd  in  llio  form  of  illy-qnalili(;d  tcacheri?,  we  Tnust 
hcpin  by  Hclccfin<i;  for  school  otlicers  men  of  und*»uhtcd  caj»acity,  as 
well  as  zeal,  for  tlie  work  of  education.  In  short,  mc  must  hcf^in  hv 
corrcetiufi^  ourselves  ;  liy  freeing  ourselves  from  the  slavish  bonds  of 
cliques,  cabals  and  party,  by  ])erformin«:j  our  share  of  public  labor  with 
a  pj>irit  of  true  patriotism  and  godlike  i)hilanthroj»y. 

I  wish  to  say  distinctly  that  the  existence  of  so  many  ])oor  teachers 
in  our  ])ublie  schools  is  due  partly  to  the  fact  that  school  oflicers  are 
remiss  in  the  ])crlormance  of  their  duties,  or  incapable  of  performin^r 
such  duties,  and,  to  a  great  degree,  to  the  people  themselves,  who,  after 
all,  arc  re8])onsible  for  this  gross  olfencc  against  tlic  children  that  God 
has  entrusted  to  them,  and  against  the  government  that  protects  tliem. 

Of  1.41G  schools  reported  to  me  this  year,  only  .Ss2  are  described  afl 
well  taught  and  disciplined,  and  such  was  precisely  the  condition  of 
things  last  year,  and  such  has  probably  been  the  condition  of  things 
for  many  years  past,  and  such  will  undoubtedly  be  the  condition  of 
things  for  years  to  come,  unless  the  people  can  be  aroused  to  a  })roper 
sense  of  their  duty  with  reference  to  this  matter.  For  me  it  lias  l>een 
one  of  deep  concern,  and  wherever  I  liavc  had  opportunity  I  have  not 
failed  to  urge  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  different  sections  of  the  state, 
as  impressibly  as  I  could,  the  incalculable  importance  of  aiming  at 
some  imjirovcment  in  this  direction. 

Upon  the  character  and  (pialifications  of  the  teacher  must,  of  course, 
chictly  depend  the  character  and  usefulness  of  the  school,  and  with 
just  appreciation  of  the  truth  of  this,  the  law  has  wisely  provided  that 
no  teacher  shall  be  employed  in  any  of  the  public  schools  until  he  or 
^he  shall  have  been  tirst  duly  examined  and  licensed.  Now,  were 
such  examinations  always  what  they  should  l>e,  much  of  the  evil  re- 
sulting from  the  employment  of  inferior  teachers  might  be  avoided  ; 
but,  unfortunately,  they  are  not,  nor  can  they  be,  under  existing  circum- 
stances. In  addition  to  the  fact  that  examinations  are  often  superficial, 
and  sometimes  necessarily  ridiculous,  may  be  mentioned  the  fact  that 
one-fourth  of  the  entire  number  of  teachers  enter  upon  the  discharge 
of  their  duties  without  any  examination  whatever.  But  besides  these 
obvious  hindrances  to  good  schools,  it  is  also  worthy  of  notice  that  the 
salary  paid  to  teachers  is  not,  as  a  general  thing,  sufficiently  large  to 
induce  men  of  character  and  capacity  to  engage  in  our  public  schools, 
and  thus  it  happens  that  where  male  teachers  are  employed  thev  are 
frequently  pei-sons  who  are  willing  to  turn  their  hands  to  almost  anv- 
thing  as  a  means  of  temporary  support.  Let  any  one  who  may  doubt 
this  be  reminded  of  the  fact  that  the  salary  paid  to  large  numbers  of 
our  male  teachers  does  not  exceed  $'2oO  per  annum,  and  he  will  not 
perhaps  wonder  at  the  slender  qualifications  of  the  men  employed  to 
teach,  and  that  the  business  of  teaching  should  be,  in  a  great  many 
cases,  a  simple  farce. 

AVith  a  view  to  finding  some  remedy  for  the  evils  attending  the 


18  REPORT   OF    SCHOOL    SUPERINTENDENT. 

employment  of  inferior  teachers,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  ascertaining 
how  much  reliance  could  he  placed  upon  the  services  of  females,  in 
case  of  any  serious  inroads  upon  our  corps  of  male  teachers  by  the 
somewhat  tempting  and  more  fashionable  profession  of  arms,  I  ad- 
dressed, in  one  of  my  recent  circulars  to  town  superintendents,  the 
following  questions : 

"  How  do  your  female  teachers  compare  with  your  male  teachers 
as  instructors  V  and 

"  How  do  they  compare  as  disciplinarians  ?" 

To  the  first  of  these  questions  one  hundred  and  eighty  town  superin- 
tendents sent  replies.  One  hundred  and  seven  superintendents  answered 
that  their  female  teachers  compared  "favorably"  with  their  male  teaeli- 
■ers  as  instructors ;  eighteen  superintendents  said  that  they  were  equally 
as  good ;  twenty -one  said  they  were  in  comparison  "  very  good,"  or  "  as 
good,"  or  that  they  did  "  very  well,"  or  that  there  was  "  no  difference," 
etc.  ;  five  said  they  taught,  in  comparison  with  males,  "  reasona- 
bly well,"  or  "moderately  well,"  or  as  well  "as  the  average,"  etc.; 
nine  said  they  were  "  superior,"  or  "  excelled,"  or  were  the  "  best," 
etc. ;  eleven  said  they  were  "  inferior,"  or  "  not  as  good,"  etc. ;  and 
nine  could  not,  for  various  reasons,  form  a  judgment. 

To  the  second  question  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  town  superin- 
tendents sent  replies.  Sixty-two  said  that  their  female  teachers  com- 
pared "  favorably"  with  their  male  teachers  as  disciplinarians  ;  thirty- 
one  said  they  were  "  equally  good ;"  nineteen  said  there  was  "  but 
little  difference"  between  them,  or  that  they  did  "  quite  as  well,"  or 
"  as  good"  or  "  very  well,"  etc.  ;  twelve  said  they  were  "  better,"  or 
that  they  "  excelled,"  or  were  "  superior,"  or  did  the  "  best,"  or  did 
"admirably,"  etc.  ;  twenty-five  said  they  were  "inferior,"  or  "did  not 
succeed  as  well,"  or  "  did  not  compare  favorably,"  etc. ;  seventeen 
said  they  did  "  moderately  well,"  or  "  indifferently  well,"  or  "  poorly," 
or  were  "  not  so  strict,"  etc. ;  and  six  could  not,  for  various  reasons, 
form  any  judgment. 

It  will  be  perceived,  then,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  township  school 
officers'  females,  as  instructors,  are  quite  as  desirable  as  males ;  while 
as  disciplinarians  the  preference  is  slightly  in  favor  of  males.  This 
accords  with  my  own  experience,  and,  for  the  best  of  reasons,  this  must 
be  the  experience  of  all  who  have  opportunities  to  visit  extensively 
and  become  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  schools  and-teachers, 
especially  of  the  rural  districts  of  this  or  any  other  state.  The  ma- 
jority of  these  schools  arc  under  the  care  of  male  teachers,  some  of 
whom,  where  suitable  salaries  can  be  paid,  are  men  of  experience,  and 
fully  competent  to  discharge  profitably  the  duties  devolving  upon  them ; 
but  in  a  large  number  ot  cases,  where  money  enough  is  not  raised 
in  a  district  to  maintain  a  school  during  the  entire  year,  and  where 
the  salary  must  be  very  small,  and  apportioned,  perhaps,  for  the 
winter  to  a  male,  and  for  the  summer  to  a  female,  we  must  expect,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  to  find  men  of  very  inferior  abilities — men  who  do 
not  devote  themselves  to  teaching  as  a  profession,  but  who  simply 
resort  to  it  as  a  temporary  expedient.  Teachers  should  be,  in  all  cases, 
persons  not  only  of  unexceptionable  habits,  but  of  sound  health  and 
good  intellectual  endowments ;  and  it  would  be  very  strange,  indeed, 
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if  nion  portscssin*^  piicli  r(.u|iiihit(jH  kIiohM  devote  theinsclvoH  to  tlio  ar- 
duouH  Jind  reH])()nKil)le  buhiiioHri  of  tojicliin^  for  the  mini  of  $250  or 
^300  ycr  aiHiiiiii,  whoii  tlicro  arc  ro  irmiiy  ways  by  which  industry 
and  modunitc,  talents  can  he  far  better  rewarded. 

Whether  it  ho  to  the  credit  of  society  or  otherwise,  it  is  novcrthelesB 
trne  that  the  hibor  of  fenialert  <h)ert  not  command  a.s  ^reat  a  reward, 
])ec\iniiirily,  as  that  of  nniit'H,  not  only  when  that  labor  is  in  all  re- 
spe(!tH  as  etlrctive,  but  even  when  it  is  to  be  preft.-rred,  both  on  account 
of  its  (lualily  as  ^vell  as  on  a(;('onnt  of  the  supt-rior  <jnali(icati<m8of  the 
party  l)y  whom  it  is  performed.  This  is  a  matter  worthy  of  consider- 
ation where  ri«^id  economy  must  be  ol).-?erved.  Jiut  it  is  also  true  that 
cx]>ericnccd  male  teachers,  who  are  fully  (jualified  to  f^overn  a  school 
and  ^ive  instructions  in  the  common  branches  of  learning,  cannot,  as 
a  general  rule,  bo  obtained  for  ^'J.'tO  or  $.'500  a  year,  and  it  is  equally 
true  that  females,  possessiiii^  such  re<[uisites,  can. 

The  notion  that  women  cannot  govern  is  overwliclmingly  refuted 
by  the  experience  of  all  ajijes.  They  were  made  to  govern,  and  that, 
too,  by  the  only  means  by  which  government  can  be  permanently 
maintained,  namely,  by  love,  by  ati'ection,  by  kindness.  The  woman 
who  is  generously  endowed  with  these  qualities  is  as  fully  capable  of 
governing  as,  nay,  is  ])etter  able  to  govern  than  the  man  of  han?'h  voice 
and  angry  asjiect.  The  little  children  hang  around  her,  anxious  to 
know  her  wishes,  and  desirous  of  being  first  to  please  her ;  and  the 
"great  bi^^  boys,"  those  terrors  of  pedagogucdom,  on  whom  school- 
masters always  look  with  trembling,  speak  to  her  in  their  blandest 
terms,  and,  with  their  more  solid  acquirements,  receive  from  her 
lessons  of  gentleness  which  will  give  beauty  and  character  to  their 
future  career. 

But  as  all  Ibniales  arc  not  beautiful,  so  all  are  not  amiable,  and  we 
must,  both  in  our  private  and  public  capacities,  acquiesce  in  this  mys- 
terious arrangement  of  Providence.  Fortunately  the  chances  are  in 
our  favor,  and  schoolmistresses  at  $200  a  year  may,  without  much 
hesitation,  be  selected  in  preference  to  $300  schoolmasters. 

SCHOOL    MONEYS. 

The  public  schools  of  this  state  depend  for  their  support  upon  the 
interest  of  the  school  fund,  the  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue,  taxa- 
tion and  tuition  fees.  In  many  cities  and  townships  there  are  no 
tuition  fees,  the  schools  being  free ;  in  some,  no  taxes  are  raised  for 
school  purposes ;  in  some,  the  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue  is  de- 
voted to  otlier  objects  than  schools  ;  but  to  every  district  in  the  state 
a  share  of  the  interest  of  the  school  fund  is  apportioned  in  the  ratio  of 
the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years. 

As  I  have  before  remarked,  the  surplus  revenue  and  school  fund 
are  confounded  by  many  school  officers,  and  the  amount  of  these  two 
items  of  school  income  are  often  reported  to  me  as  monev  received 
from  the  state — that  is,  as  interest  of  the  school  fund.  Although  this 
does  not  atfect  the  aggreo;ate  of  tiie  moneys  expended  for  educational 
purposes  in  each  county,  it  gives  the  appearance,  in  some  instances, 
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of  imfairness  in  the  apportionment  of  the  public  fund  ;  and,  besides^ 
causes  frequent  discrepancies  between  the  statement  contained  in  the 
statistical  tables  and  the  actual  facts,  as  given  in  tlie  county  sketches. 

I. — School  Fund. 

The  school  fund  is  made  permanent  by  the  constitution,  and  the 
sum  of  money  derived  from  it,  annually,  and  apportioned  among  the 
several  counties,  is  $80,000 — one-quarter  of  whicli  was  ]>aid  last  year 
on  the  25th  of  January,  one-half  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  the  remain- 
ing quarter  on  the  25th  of  November.  This  money  is  paid  by  the 
state  treasurer  to  the  several  county  collectors  in  the  ratio  of  the 
population,  and  by  them  apportioned  to  the  different  townships  in  the 
ratio  of  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  law  that  this  money — and,  indeed,  all 
moneys  received  by  the  town  superintendent  for  the  supjjort  of 
schools — should  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of  education  ; 
and  it  is  also  the  intention  of  the  law  that  the  schools  established  and 
maintained  by  means  of  the  public  money  shall  be  free  of  charge  to 
all  the  children  of  the  districts  in  which  they  are,  respectively,  located, 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years.  But  so  small  a  sum  as 
$80,000  would  do  but  little  towards  affording  the  advantages  of  educa- 
tion to  nearly  200,000  children,  scattered  over  an  area  of  7,590  square 
miles  ;  and  an  enlightened  people,  who  know  that,  in  the  dissemina- 
tion of  knowledge  and  the  culture  of  virtue,  they  can  alone  hope  for 
a  continuance  of  the  blessings  of  freedom,  would  not  fail  so  to  in- 
crease this  sum  as  to  derive  from  it  all  the  advantages  possible.  Ac- 
cordingly, such  means  as  the  people,  in  their  collective  capacity,  are 
authorized  to  devote  to  educational  purposes,  have  been  generally 
thus  disposed  of.     Among  these,  in  the  first  place,  is  the 

II. — Surjplus  Revenue. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  a  matter  of  astonishment  that  so  many  should 
be  ignorant  of  what  is  meant  by  this  term  ;  but,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  it  is  not  clearly  understood,  and,  in  many  instances,  is  con- 
founded with  moneys  appropriated  by  the  state  for  the  support  of 
schools. 

It  will  not,  then,  be  deemed  out  of  place  to  state  here,  for  the 
Ijcnefit  of  those  among  whom  printed  copies  of  this  report  are  distri- 
buted, that  the  surplus  revenue  is  a  certain  sum  of  money,  amounting 
to  $37,408,859  97,  which  belonged  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  and  which,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  June  23,  1856,  was 
divided  among  the  different  states  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
representation  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Kepresentatives.  Of  this 
sum,  $1,019,500  81  was  received  by  this  state,  and,  by  the  proper 
authorities,  divided  among  the  counties  in  the  proportion  of  the  popu- 
lation, and  by  said  counties  put  out  at  interest,  or  otherwise  used  for 
their  benefit,  respectively.  The  interest  of  this  money  is  generally^ 
by  a  vote  of  the  people  of  the  various  townships,  devoted  to  the 
maintenance  of  public  schools.     In  two  or  three  instances,  however, 
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tho  whole  KuiM  iij)i»ortionctl  to  a  county  has  been  inveHted  in  j>ul>lic 
l)nil(liii<^s,  jiiid  yiciidH  im  inctdiic  ;  and,  in  sonic  ctUyCH,  tlio  intert»t  re- 
ceived l»y  a  to\vnslii|>  '\a  \nii  into  the  ^'<;nrriil  lund,  and  uned  for  town- 
ehij)  expentiCH.  It  will  he  sren  hy  the  (;ounty  Hkctehe«,  einhodied  in 
thin  report,  that  the  j^reatcr  part  of  the  interest  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue, amounting;  to  ^.'J(>,r)()5  70,  is  a|)T»ropriatcd  to  the  8upi>ort  of 
schools;  it  is  dcsirahle  that  it  sliould  all  l)e  thus  devoted. 

llL—jSc/iool  Tax. 

Notwithstandinj;  the  requirements  of  the  law,  money  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools  is  not  raised  hy  tax  in  every  township  of  the  state ; 
and  in  some  townships  the  amount  raised  is  excccdinj^Iy  small,  barely 
cqualinj^  the  amount  ap]>ortioned  to  them  by  the  state,  which  is  the 
least  sum  they  are  authorized  and  required  to  raise.  While  such  ia 
the  case,  there  arc  some  townships  that  feel  greatly  embarrassed  by 
reason  of  the  limit  to  taxation  for  school  i)urpose8,  as  fixed  by  the  law  : 
and  I  am  convinced  that  the  law  ought  and  should  be  so  modified  as 
to  afford  relief  in  such  cases. 

I Y.  —  Tu  it  ion  Fee's. 

Tlic  number  of  townships  in  which  the  schools  arc  entirely  free  is 
comparatively  small ;  yet,  by  a  strict  interpretation  of  the  law,  all 
public  schools  are  required  to  be  so,  unless  the  enumeration  of  the 
matters  upon  which  town  superintendents  arc  to  make  annual  report 
— which  includes  "  terms  of  tuition  " — may  be  construed  to  mean 
otherwise.  My  own  opinion  has  been  that  tliis  section  of  the  law  was 
enacted  rather  with  reference  to  circumstances  existing  at  the  time 
than  with  a  view  to  authorizing,  by  implication,  the  collection  of  fee* ' 
for  tuition.  But  even  though  this  might  have  been  the  intention  of 
this  section,  it  is  virtually  rendered  of  no  ctlect  by  subsequent  enact- 
ments. Feeling  that  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  law  would  operate 
injuriously  to  the  cause  of  education  among  us,  I  have  avoided  in- 
quiry into  this  matter,  simply  giving  my  opmion,  when  asked,  as  to 
tlie  meaning  of  the  law. 

It  is  gratitying  to  be  able  to  say  that,  in  many  of  our  public  schools, 
the  payment  oi  tuition  fees  is  voluntary  on  the  part  of  those  enjoying 
their  benefits,  no  one  being  excluded  on  account  of  an  unwillingness 
to  pay.  I  believe,  however,  that,  in  the  majority  of  cases  where  a 
charge  is  made  for  schooling,  the  people  feel  under  the  legal  obliga- 
tion to  meet  it.  In  some  instances,  the  schools  are  free  a  portion  of 
the  year — that  is,  as  long  as  the  money  raised  and  apportioned  will 
maintain  them.  There  is  but  one  county  in  the  state  in  which  all  the 
public  schools  are  free.  In  but  few  instances  does  the  charge  exceed 
$3  per  quarter;  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  it  is  less  than  $2  50; 
and,  on  the  average,  it  is  only  ^2  Ot). 

ATLANTIC  COUNTY— ArroRTioNME-VT  $1,464  40. 

If  I  had  reason,  last  vear,  to  speak  tavorably  of  the  educational 
.affairs  of  this   county,  I  have  still  greater  reason   this  year.     The 
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amount  of  money  raised  for  scliool  purposes  is  much  larger.  Three- 
new  school-houses  have  been  built,  and  three  others  are  in  progress  of 
erection.  With  this  increase  of  school  accommodations,  there  has 
been  an  increase  of  attendance  which  exceeds,  proportionally,  the  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  live  and 
eighteen.  Although  the  schools  are  not  entirely  free,  the  terms  of 
tuition,  when  any  charge  is  made,  are  comparitively  small. 

The  board  of  freeholders,  in  appointing  county  examiners,  have  dis- 
charged a  very  important  duty,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  free- 
holders of  too  many  counties  generally  neglect.  The  result  has  been 
that,  of  the  whole  number  of  teachers,  only  one,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn,  continues  to  teach  without  a  license — and  this,  perhaps, 
with  some  reason,  as  he  is  the  principal  of  a  German  school,  which  is 
represented  as  being  in  a  very  Nourishing  condition.  It  is  not  strange 
that,  with  teachers  whose  qualifications  have  been  properly  tested, 
thirty-one  of  the  forty-two  schools  in  this  county  should  be  regarded 
as  well  taught  awd  well  disciplined.  Such  is  the  case ;  and,  while  the 
teachers  arc  spoken  of  in  the  most  favorable  terms,  the  interest  taken 
by  the  people  in  the  cause  of  education  is  generally  commended. 

BERGEN  COUNTY— Apportionment  $2,402  76. 

There  is  no  county  in  the  state  in  which  there  is  more  contention 
in  regard  to  educational  matters  than  here  ;  but,  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation enables  me  to  judge,  it  arises  from  a  true  zeal  for  the  system 
of  public  instruction,  and  its  results,  on  the  whole,  are  favorable  to 
the  advancement  of  the  same.  I  regret,  however,  to  say  that  no 
county  examiners  were  appointed  for  the  past  year,  in  consequence, 
•as  I  believe,  of  this  cause.  The  evil  efiects  of  this  neglect  could  not 
at  once  be  perceptible,  for  many,  perhaps  most,  of  the  teachers  ap- 
pointed during  the  previous  year  are  still  in  employ  ;  yet  it  is  a 
remarkable  fact  that  the  number  of  well-taught  and  well-disciplined 
schools  has  sensibly  diminished  ;  and  would  perhaps  have  diminished 
still  more  sensibly,  were  it  not  for  the  high  character  of  the  school 
officers  of  this  county,  and  for  the  interest  which  they  and  the  people 
generally  take  in  the  subject  of  education. 

The  groundlessness  of  the  frequent  complaints  made  that  no  school 
registers  are  furnished  by  the  state  is  here  very  strikingly  illustrated. 
Wliile  from  some  portions  of  the  county  the  reports  are  represented 
as  being  only  partial,  and  not  to  be  fully  relied  upon,  because  there  are 
no  school  registers,  from  others  they  came  with  assurances  that  they  are 
accurate,  as  the  teachers  are  furnished,  at  the  expense  of  the  township, 
with  suitable  blanks  for  the  purpose,  and  are  also  required,  according 
to  law,  to  make  regular  and  correct  reports  to  the  school  officers. 
This  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note  in  all  portions  of  the  state. 

The  total  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  school  pur- 
poses is  $305  95  less  than  during  the  year  previous ;  but  the  largeness 
of  the  amount  raised  during  the  former  year  was  in  consequence  of 
the  extraordinary  sum  levied  in  Ilackensack  for  building  and  repairs. 
In  fact  the  tax  for  the  support' of  schools,  with  the  amount  devoted 
strictly  to  the  purposes  of  education,  is  greater  than  during  the  pre- 
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vious  year.  The  whole  number  of  children  that  have  attended  Rchool 
ifl  f^roater  than  last  year,  thouf^h  the  numher  of  Bchools  reported  iH  Ic88. 
Thiri  ficcniin^  ineonKistcncy  in  (•xj>lained  hy  the;  fact  that  all  the  Hchools 
arc  not  kept  open  during  th(;  entire  year,  and  three  or  four  of  them 
had  hecn  ti;niporarily  closed  when  the  annual  township  reports  were 
submitted  to  me. 

From  the  statistical  tables  ac(tompanyin^  my  rcj)ort,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  there  are  no  free  schools  in  this  county  ;  but  such  is  not  the 
case  ;  there  arc  several  schools  of  this  character,  though  in  no  town- 
ship arc  the  schools  all  free. 

As  fur  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  the  interest  of  the  flurj)lu8  revenue, 
bclon^in;^  to  this  county,  is  devoted  to  the  public  schools  in  all  the 
towns]iij)S.  This  interest  amounts  to  $1, 71*5  OS,  which,  added  to  the 
quota  of  the  school  fund,  makes  a  total  of  $4,11)7  84.  This  sum  is, 
liowever,  $450  75  more  than  the  accompanying  tabular  statement 
shows  to  have  been  received  from  the  state,  and  irom  other  sources. 
It  is  easy  to  account  for  this,  on  the  ground  that  all  the  moneys  due 
to  the  several  townships  had  not  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  town 
superintendents  previ(,>us  to  making  tlicir  reports;  but  this  $450  75 
being  added  to  the  amount  reported  to  have  been  raised  and  a}»pr(>- 
priated  for  school  purposes  during  the  year,  would  make  the  total 
greater  than  last  year. 

BURLINTON  COUNTY— Apportionment  $7,057  98. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that,  of  the  $33,019  GO  raised  and  ap- 
propriated in  this  county  for  educational  purposes,  only  the  sum  of 
^50  is  reported  to  have  been  raised  for  building  or  repairs  ;  and  this^ 
too,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  is  here  a  pressing  necessity 
for  a  considerable  number  of  additional  school-houses.  To  the  credit 
of  the  state,  however,  it  may  be  said  that  the  whole  number  of  school- 
houses  actually  needed  throughout  its  entire  limits  is  comparatively 
small,  being,  at  the  beginning  of  last  year  (so  far  as  I  was  able  to 
learn),  only  one  hundred  and  six,  and  since  that  time,  by  the  erection 
of  twenty-six,  the  number  has  been  reduced  to  eighty.  Still,  the  fact 
cannot  be  denied  that  new  buildings  ought  to  take  the  places  of  many 
of  those  now  in  use.  In  answer  to  my  inquiries,  I  am  told  every- 
where :  ''  We  need  no  more  school-houses,  but  we  want  better  ones  ;'* 
and  not  nnfrcquently  this  answer  is  coupled  with  the  lamentation: 
"  Our  best  houses  are  miserably  furnished,  and  not  adapted  to  the 
purposes  of  education.''  It  is  gratifying,  liowever,  to  find  that  great 
improvements  have  been  made  in  this  direction  during  the  past  year. 
The  reports  of  town  superintendents,  herewith  submitted,  snow  that 
the  people,  in  all  parts  of  the  state,  are  waking  up  to  the  importance 
of  providing  more  suitably  for  the  wants  of  those  to  whose  hands  the 
destinies  of  the  nation  are,  at  no  distant  day,  to  be  committed. 
Many  school-houses  have  been  remodelled  and  refurnished  during  the 
past  year,  and  much  has  been  done  to  promote  the  comfort  and  con- 
yenience  of  both  teachers  and  pupils. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  educa- 
tional purposes  in  Burlington  county  is  found  to  be,  at  the  close  of 
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the  last  year,  $2,G6S  42  less  than  at  the  close  of  the  year  previous. 
This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  no  money  was  demanded  for 
building  purposes,  and  because  less  money  was  raised  by  tax,  in  conse- 
quence, i)erhaps,  of  the  circumstance  that,  durinci;  the  year  previous, 
tlie  county  had  enjoyed  the  use  of  nearly  a  thousand  dollars  of  the  state 
appropriation  remaining  unexpended  from  a  former  year.  The  inter- 
est of  the  surplus  revenue  received  here,  amounting  to  $4,631  36,  is 
devoted  entirely  to  the  support  of  public  schools.  These  schools  are 
at  present  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  in  number,  being  an  increase 
of  twenty-five  over  the  number  reported  the  previous  year.  I  regret 
to  say  that  the  number  described  as  well  taught  and  well  disciplined 
is  comparatively  small,  and  it  may  be  properly  observed,  in  this  con- 
nection, that  the  salaries  paid  to  teachers  are  also  comparatively  small. 
There  is  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  children  between  the 
ages  of  live  and  eighteen,  but  no  increase  in  the  number  of  those  at- 
tending school. 

CAMDEN  COUNTY— Apportionment  $4,177  06. 

The  reports  from  this  county  are  not  more  complete  than  they  M'ere 
last  year,  two  townships — Waterford  and  Winslow — having  failed  to 
furnish  me  with  the  statistics  required  by  law. 

There  has  been  a  very  considerable  increase  during  the  year  just 
closed  of  the  number  of  children  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  tlie  public 
schools.  In  my  last  annual  report  this  number  was  represented  to  be 
6,826  ;  it  is  now  10,874.  But  notwithstanding  this  increase,  there  has 
been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  ;  those  in  operation  have 
been  more  numerously  attended,  and  four  additional  school-houses  are 
very  much  needed.  The  schools  in  three  of  the  townships  are  en- 
tirely free,  and  in  others  partially  so.  The  average  length  of  time 
which  they  have  been  kept  open  is  nearly  nine  months.  The  whole 
amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  educational  purposes  is 
$34,463  80,  being  $1,240  25  more  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  and 
even  this  sum  would  be  considerably  augmented  were  the  entire  sum 
apportioned  by  the  state  included  in  the  reports  of  the  town  officers. 
The  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue,  amounting  to  $1,641  33,  is  all  de- 
voted to  the  support  of  schools. 

One  of  the  townships  of  this  county  furnished  additional  evidence 
that  it  is  possible  to  have  accurate  reports  from  the  different  districts. 
The  town  superintendent  says :  "  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the 
school  statistics  of  this  township,  which  can  be  relied  upon  as  correct, 
being  an  accurate  transcript  from  the  registers  of  tlie  different  schools. 
An  acknowledgment  is  here  due  to  the  teachers  for  the  correctness  of 
their  reports,  and  the  promptness  with  which  they  have  been  fur- 
nished." It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  add  that  teachers  thus  faithful 
in  the  performance  of  duty  cannot  fail  to  be  successful  in  their  avoca- 
tion ;  and  it  would  be  reasonable  to  distrust,  in  all  matters  of  business, 
those  who  make  no  effort  to  perform  what  it  most  strictly  enjoined 
upon  them  to  do. 

Tlie  schools  of  Camden  county  are  generally  represented  as  well 
taught  and  well  disciplined.     There  is  a  growing  interest  in  the  cause 
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of  o<lucati<)ii  Jimon;^  tli«'  ])L'<»|»I(',  aii<l  every  rciisuii  to  Wclicvo  tluit  the 
inucli-nceded  ncliool  accoiMiinxliitiuiirt  will  bo  Hj>eedily  provided  for  ita 
incrcaBlng  population. 

CAPE  MAY— Aii<.iMr..NMKNT  $1,050  76. 

It  will  Itc  perceived  that  thi.s  ((miity  receivcR  tl»c  Binallest  giiare  of 
the  Htatc  ap])n»priatioM  lor  the  nujiport  <jf  public  H«'hoolfi  ;  and  from 
this  i'act,  it  may  he  inferred  that  it  i.s  the  fiiriallest  in  ])oint  of  poj)U- 
lation. 

J5ut  little  chaui^e  has  oi  iirred  in  the  edueational  condition  of  the 
county  during  the  year.  The  total  amount  of  money  rained  and  ap 
pro]>riate(l  for  school  purposes  ap))ears,  hy  the  statistical  tables,  to  be 
$22r)  85  less  than  last  yi-ar  ;  but  it  is  in  "fact  only  $i;51  .'}.')  Icks.  This 
error  is  ilue  to  the  fact  that  two  of  the  townships  oniitf(;d  to  re]>ort  to 
me  their  (piota  of  the  interest  of  the  surj»lus  revenue,  which  amounted 
to  ^!)4  50.  The  whole  of  the  interest  of  this  fund,  $.'}«;7  02,  is  devoted 
to  the  support  of  ]iublic  schools.  The  tax  ]>er  child  raised  here,  for 
the  purposes  of  education,  is  exceeded  by  only  three  other  counties  in 
the  state,  ami  is  but  a  tritle  less  than  these.  There  is  no  char^je  made 
for  tuition  in  any  of  the  })ublic  schools,  thou<;h  I  regret  to  say  that  the 
average  nuiid)er  of  months  which  they  are  kept  open  docs  not  com- 
pare favorably  with  that  of  other  counties. 

The  teachers  here  are,  with  very  few  exceptions,  spoken  of  in  the 
highest  terms  ;  they  have  all  been  regularly  licensed  by  the  county 
examiners. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— Apportion mknt  $2,777  68. 

In  investigating  the  educational  aftairs  of  this  county,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  ovenook  the  fact  that  the  schools  are,  with  comparatively  few 
exceptions,  of  a  very  good  character ;  and  this  is  a  fact  with  which  I 
was  struck  when  collecting  the  materials  for  my  last  annual  report. 
Tliere  are  sections  of  the  county  in  which  no  very  great  degree  of  in- 
terest is  taken  in  education,  but  the  people  generally  seem  to  be  fully 
sensible  ot  its  great  importance,  as  is  evinced  by  their  selection  of 
school  officers  who  seem  to  take  pleasure  and  pride  in  the  faithful 
discharge  of  duty.  From  one  township,  it  is  true,  I  have  received  no 
report,  but  it  is  possible  that  this  may  not  be  due  to  any  neglect  on 
the  part  of  the  school  officer;  I  would  gladly  believe  so,  though  I  am 
certain  that  there  is  more  than  one  instance  in  which  the  want  of  a 
report  is  owing  to  inexcusable  negligence,  l^nusual  attention  is  given 
throughout  this  county  to  the  examining  and  licensing  of  teachers; 
for,  so  far  as  1  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  there  are  but  four  of  the 
one  hundred  and  nine  teachei-s  now  employed  who  are  without  license. 
The  average  price  paid  to  male  teachers  exhibits  a  spirit  of  liberality, 
the  possession  oi'  which,  on  the  part  of  the  people,  is  absolutely  essen- 
tial, in  order  to  obtain  the  talent  and  acquisitions  requisite  to  secure 
good  schools. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  support  of 
public  schools,  during  the  year  just  closed,  is  $21,032  43,  which  is 
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$1,111  96  more  than  was  reported  at  the  close  of  the  year  preceding. 
The  interest  of  the  surphis  revenue,  amonntinfz;  to  $1,766  13,  is  de- 
voted hy  the  several  townshij^s  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion. The  number  of  schools  has  increased  from  sixty-seven  to  seventy ; 
and  one  new  school-house  has  been  built.  There  has  been  a  small  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  children  between  the  a<je3  of  five  and  eighteen, 
but  the  increase  of  the  number  of  those  attending  school  has  been  so 
great,  as  to  demand  at  least  five  additional  school-houses  ;  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  these  will  be  provided  without  unnecessary  delay. 

ESSEX  COUNTY— Apportionment  $l),331  40. 

The  advantages  afforded  for  education  in  this  county  are  good, 
and  the  interest  in  public  schools  manifested  by  the  people  is  highly 
creditable  ;  still,  there  has  been  no  very  great  advance  made  during 
the  past  year.  The  whole  amount  of  money  expended  for  educa- 
tional purposes  is  somewhat  less  than  the  amount  last  reported,  though 
the  sum  raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools  is  considerably 
greater.  The  number  of  schools  remains  unchanged,  while  the  whole 
number  of  children  attending  them  is  greater  by  nearly  twelve  hun- 
dred. Sixteen  additional  school-houses  were  needed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1S60,  and  during  that  year  eight  were  built,  as  stated  in 
my  last  report ;  but  during  the  year  just  closed,  only  one  has  been 
built,  notwithstanding  the  number  needed  is  increased  by  reason  of 
the  great  augmentation  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen  years.  The  schools  themselves  compare  favorably  with  those 
of  any  county  in  the  state,  and  great  care  is  taken  by  school  officers 
to  select  competent  and  experienced  teachers.  Of  the  one  hundred 
and  ninety-six  teachers  now  employed,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  are 
females,  and  only  nine  of  the  whole  number  are  without  license.  In 
six  townships,  the  schools  are  entirely  free ;  and  in  the  three  remain- 
ing townships,  there  are  several  districts  that  support  schools  which 
are  free,  or  nearly  so.  The  county  receives  no  interest  from  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  this  money  having  been,  many  years  ago,  employed  to 
build  the  court  house  in  the  city  of  Newark. 

GLOUCESTER  COUNTY— Apportionment  $2,393  78. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  system  of  public  education  suffers  in 
some  sections  of  the  state  from  the  unlawful  practice  of  paying  the 
public  money  for  the  instruction  of  children  at  private  schools.  The 
idea  ])revailsto  a  very  great  extent  tliat  the  school  money  raised  in  a 
township,  together  with  what  is  appro{)riatcd  to  it  by  the  state,  may 
be  divided  into  as  many  portions  as  there  are  children  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  and  then  paid  by  order  of  the  parents  of 
these  children  to  any  school  which  they  may  choose  to  patronize.  In 
fact,  this  is  frequently  done,  and  I  have  been  repeatedly  called  upon 
to  prevent  it.  No  one  can  fail  to'perceive  that  such  proceedings  must 
be  exceedingly  disastrous  to  the  public  schools  of  the  districts  in  which 
it  is  allowed  ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  in  such  districts  they  should 
be  of  the  lowest  possible  grade,  and  entirely  inadequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  people.     Town  superintendents  and  trustees  ought  to  know 
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that  it  iH  ii  viohaioii  of  tlic  law  to  yay  tlic  j)ublic  money  to  any  b<:)iooU 
cx<M'itt  tlioHo  iiiiiiicdiutely  midcr  tlicir  cure,  or  thofio  f*|)ccificjilly  enti- 
tled l)y  tlu!  htjituto  to  receive  it ;  and  any  one  reportinj^  Bueh  viola- 
tions of  law  to  this  department  would  render  an  imjjortant  Bcrvice  to 
tlio  cause  of  education. 

The  condition  of  the  educational  affairB  of  this  county  is  not  mate- 
rially dillcrcnt  from  what  it  was  a  year  a^o.  The  whole  amount  of 
money  raised  mid  ujijiropriiitcd  for  the  BUj>j)ort  of  public  Hchooln,  as  rc- 
j)orted,  irt  i^l  I,1*J.'{  1."),  wliich  irt  !f;l,l<>8  25  h;8s  than  the  simi  raised  and 
approjiriated  during  the  year  previout<.  This  is  partly  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  lees  money  has  been  required  for  building  i)urT)08C8. 
But  even  with  these  diminished  resoiirces,  the  number  of  scnools  has 
been  increased,  althouj^h  the  wlioio  lunnber  of  children  attending 
them  is  somcwliat  less.  The  interest  of  the  surj>lus  revenue,  amount- 
ing to  $1,2»»3  7S,  is  all  devoted  to  education.  In  some  j>art8  of  the 
county  a  warm  interest  is  manifested  in  public  instruction,  and  strenu- 
ous elforts  are  made  to  elevate  the  character  of  the  schools. 

HUDSON  COUNTY— A iM'ORTioNMENT  $3,573  42. 

It  is  imj^ossiblo  to  overlook  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  schools  in 
this  county  are  free.  That  they  shall  be  so  throu<;hout  the  state  is,  un- 
doubtedly, the  intention  of  the  law,  and  that  tlio  provisions  of  the 
law  are  sucli  as  to  admit  of  their  being  made  so,  far  more  generally 
than  they  arc,  is  very  evident  from  what  is  accoimdishcd  in  this 
county.  Let  us  look,  for  a  moment,  at  the  matter.  The  law  author- 
izes the  inhabitants  of  the  several  townships  to  raise,  by  tax  or  other- 
wise, in  addition  to  the  amount  appropriated  to  their  use,  such  further 
sum  of  money  as  they  may  deem  proper  for  the  support  of  public 
schools,  not  exceeding  three  dollars  for  each  child  between  the  ages  of 
live  and  eighteen  years.  In  this  county  there  are  14,102  such  child- 
ren ;  and  the  whole  amount  of  money  expended  for  the  support  of 
schools  during  the  past  year,  including  ^0,087  74  for  building  pur- 
poses, is  $44,;>34  04.  Deduct  from  this  sum  the  county  quota  of 
the  school  fund,  $3,57;^  42,  and  we  see  that  the  county  itself  has 
raised  for  school  purposes  $41,761  22,  to  raise  which  sum  of  money 
would  require  a  tax  of  a  fraction  over  $2  91  per  child  between  the 
ages  of  live  and  eighteen  years.  This  is  even  less  than  the  law  allows 
to  be  raised,  and  could  we  have  schools  throughout  the  state  of  the 
character  of  those  to  be  found  in  Hudson  county,  we  should,  in  educa- 
tional matters,  be  far  in  advance  of  any  state  in  the  Union.  Tliat 
we  can  have  such  schools  everywhere,  and  them  free,  too,  is  evident 
enough,  and  it  is  a  very  grave  question  whether  the  state,  as  a  means 
of  self-preservation,  is  not  bound  to  go  somewhat  farther  than  simply 
to  permit  taxation  for  the  support  of  schools. 

For  a  more  minute  account  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  this 
county,  I  beg  leave  to  reter  to  the  reports  of  the  town  superintend- 
ents herewitli  submitted.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  teachers  are 
generally  faithful  and  competent,  and  that  much  interest  is  manit'csted 
by  the  people  in  the  subject  of  education.  The  whole  amount  of 
money  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  support  of  public  schools,  during 
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the  year  that  has  just  closed,  is  $3,000  c;reater  than  that  of  the 
year  previous,  and  the  number  of  children  that  have  attended  school 
IS  1,164  greater.  The  surplus  revenue  apportioned  to  the  county  was 
appropriated  by  the  freeholders  some  twelve  years  since  towards  the 
erection  of  county  buildings,  and  the  schools,  consequently,  receive 
from  it  no  benefit. 

HUNTERDON  COUNTY— Apportionment  $4,748  04. 

During  the  year  that  has  just  closed,  a  much  greater  interest  has 
been  shown  in  the  public  schools  of  this  county  than  has  ever  been 
exhibited  here  before.  The  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropri- 
ated for  their  support  was  $24,013  17,  which  is  $5,004  07  more  than 
was  raised  during  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  schools  is  three 
less,  and  the  whole  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  is  somewhat  dimin- 
ished ;  but  the  schools  are  generally  represented  as  being  better  taught 
and  disciplined,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  average  salary  paid 
to  both  male  and  female  teachers  is  considerably  higher.  Of  the  whole 
number  employed,  only  nine,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  are  teaching 
without  a  license.  The  county  is  well  supplied  with  school-houses, 
though  several  of  them,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  are  far  from  being  what 
they  should  be.  The  people  are,  however,  beginning  to  wake  up  to  their 
duty  in  this  direction  ;  two  new  school-houses  have  been  built  during 
the  year,  and  the  erection  of  others  is  in  contemplation.  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  expressing  the  belief  that  the  great  advance  made  in  this  coun- 
ty during  the  year  is  very  much  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  very  efficient 
officers  to  whose  care  its  educational  interests  have  been  committed. 
From  no  part  of  the  state  have  I  received  more  prompt  and  more  satis- 
factory reports. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  information  respect- 
ing the  surplus  revenue  apportioned  to  this  county.  It  is  quite  cer- 
tain, however,  that  the  schools  derive  no  benefit  from  it. 

MERCER  COUNTY— Apportionment  $4,572  74. 

It  is  remarkable  that  nearly  all  the  school  officers  of  this  county 
complain  that  the  public  schools  are  never  or  rarely  visited  by  the 
parents  of  the  pupils,  and  this  is  a  complaint  that  too  frequently 
comes  from  every  quarter.  It  might,  perhaps,  be  said  that  much  vis- 
iting would  tend  to  impair  the  usefulness  of  a  school  by  distracting 
the  attention  of  both  teacher  and  scholars ;  but  this  is  a  mistake.  A 
good  teacher  will  not  allow  his  own  business  or  that  of  his  pupils  to. 
be  interrupted  by  those  who  may  enter  his  school  for  the  purpose  of 
witnessing  his  mode  of  instruction,  or  of  ascertaining  what  progress  in 
study  has  been  made  by  the  children  in  whom  they  may  feel  a  special 
interest.  On  the  contrary,  everything  will  move  on  in  the  usual 
way,  and  the  effect  will  be  not  only  to  keep  the  school-room  in  a 
proper  condition  to  receive  those  who  may  call,  but  to  prompt  the 
pupils  to  greater  diligence  in  study,  and  the  teacher  to  greater  care 
in  imparting  instruction,  and  enforcing  obedience  to  wholesome  regu- 
lations. 
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The  amount  of  money  Bpcnt  strictly  for  tlie  Bui)port  of  scliooli*  in 
thitt  county,  during'  tlio  jxist  year,  in  rcully  ^u-nU-r  tlian  <lurin;^  the 
year  ])r(!vi(.iirt,  tliou^^'li  it  would  npj.car  from  flu;  taliular  rcjujrt  to  liC 
somcwimt  snuillcr.  Tlio  sum  raJMMl  niid  appro). riiitcd  for  this  j»urpoBc 
in  ISOO  wuH  $'J.s,2!M)  47,  and  in  Isci  it  was  !feL's/;7l  20.  DuririL'  the 
former  year,  however,  tlien;  were  raiwed  for  the  erection  and  repairs  of 
scliool-houses  !f;;5,200,  and  during'  the  hitter  year  only  $2r»0,  wliich 
cause  the  p^ross  sum  now  reported  t<)  compare  unfavorably  vith  that 
of  the  year  i>reviou8.  In  |S(;(»  there  were  three  scho<»I-houBe8  huilt, 
while  in  the  succeedini,'  year  there  was  hut  one  huilt,  at  a  cost  of 
$l,r)0(),  of  which  it  ajiix-ars  there  wjis  a  necessity  of  raising  but  asmall 
portion. 

1  liave  not  been  al.le  to  ascertain  the  exact  amount  of  interest  re- 
ceived from  the  surplus  revenue,  as  the  principal  was  ori^inallv  paid 
directly  to  the  town8hii>s,  with  the  cxcepticm  of  I'rincet<jn.'  The 
amount  may  he  estimated  at  about  $l,>^^»0,  of  which  a  little  over 
$1,300,  is  devoted  to  the  supj.ort  of  public  schools.  Tlic  balance  is 
doubtless  appropriated  to  township  expenses. 

Most  of  the  schools  in  this  county  are  free,  and  the  majority  of 
them  are  reported  as  beinc:  well  tau^^li^t  and  i^overned.  The  teachers 
are,  with  very  few  exceptions,  regularly  licensed,  and  generally  Sfioken 
of  in  very  favorable  terms. 

:MIDDLESEX  COUNTV— Apportionment  $4,G83  84. 

In  this  county,  as  in  some  others,  great  complaint  is  made,  both  by 
teachers  and  school  officers,  of  the  irregularity  of  attendance  on  the 
part  of  the  pupils  of  the  district  schools  ;  and  it  is  certainly  an  evil  of 
the  gravest  kind,  and  one  that  demands  for  its  correction  a  most  per- 
sistent cft'ort.  It  is  the  teacher  only  who  can  appreciate  fully  the  con- 
sequences of  this  evil.  To  him  it  is  a  fruitful  source  of  vexation,  in- 
creasing his  labors,  and  diminishing  his  usefulness.  To  the  oflfender 
it  is  the  forerunner  of  the  most  pernicious  habits,  and  to  the  pupils  of 
the  school  it  is  the  cause  of  a  loss  of  time,  as  well  as  of  progress  in 
study.  Tarcnts  arc  Pomctiracs,  nay,  frequently,  blamable  in  this  mat- 
ter. They  sufter  their  children  to  remain  at  home  tor  the  most  triflincj 
reasons  ;  often  merely  to  humor  their  caprices,  and  often  for  the  sake 
of  employing  them  to  jierform  errands,  or  to  render  assistance  in  the 
household  labors.  In  some  districts,  especially  in  the  laro'cr  cities  ir- 
regularity of  attendance  is  punished,  and,  to  ai^rcat  cxtenF,  prevented, 
by  depriving  the  otlender  of  the  benefits  of  the  school  when  the  time 
of  his  absence  amounts  to  a  certain  number  of  days.  The  interests  of 
every  community  demand  the  suppression  of  this 'evil,  and  almost  any 
means  to  accomplish  it  might  be  justified. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that,  during  the  last  vear,  increased  efforts 
have  been  made  in  this  county  in  behalf  of  public  schools.  This  is 
shown  mainly  in  the  willingness  of  the  people  to  be  taxed  for  their 
support.  During  the  year^  just  ended,  the  monev  raised  in  this  wav 
amounted  to  $l>-2,63S,  while  the  year  previous  i*t  was  but  $10,721. 
The  number  of  schools  has  been  increased  from  78  to  84,  and  the  num- 
ber of  children  attending  them  from  5.G72  to  0,G99.     A  lar^e  major- 
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ity  of  tlicsc  schools  is  represented  as  well  taught  and  well  disciplined, 
and  what  is  extraordinary,  none  of  the  teachers,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  are  without  the  license  required  by  law.  Five  ad- 
ditional school-houses  are  needed  in  the  county,  and  it  is  earnestly 
hoped  that  they  will  be  provided  without  iinnccessary  delay.  The  in- 
terest of  the  surplus  revenue,  though  small  (only  $082  82),  when  com- 
pared with  that  received  by  other  counties  of  even  less  population,  is 
all  devoted  to  the  support  of  schools. 

MOXMOUTir  COUNTY— Apportionment  $4,939  10. 

The  good  results  attending  the  organization  of  teachers'  associa- 
tions are  quite  evident  in  those  counties  in  which  they  exist.  These 
associations  are  not  always  as  well  sustained  as  they  might  be,  and  it 
sometimes  happens  that  they  afford  opportunities  for  discussions  which 
are  not  very  profitable ;  still,  they  achieve  very  much  for  the  cause  of 
education,  and  deserve  to  be  encouraged  by  school  officers  every- 
where. In  some  counties  they  have  been  maintained  with  more  or 
less  interest  for  many  years,  while,  in  other  counties,  none  have  ever 
been  organized.  It  would  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  friends  of  education  to  these  very  important  auxiliaries  to 
the  cause  of  learning.  Their  service  to  teachers,  in  making  them 
acquainted  with  difierent  modes  of  instructing  and  governing,  is  of 
real  value;  and  the  effect  which  they  have  to  awaken  people  generally 
to  the  advantage  of  a  liberal  support  of  public  schools  is  undeniably 
great.  The  respectable  character  of  the  schools  of  Monmouth  county, 
as  well  as  the  successful  eflorts  here  made  in  behalf  of  education,  may 
be  attributed  to  the  right  use  which  the  people  make  of  the  means 
placed  within  their  power  to  secure  active  laborers  in  the  cause,  as 
well  as  of  their  just  appreciation  of  the^value,  of  institutes,  teachers' 
associations,  and  kindred  aids  to  the  advancement  of  learning. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  support  of 
public  schools,  during  the  year  just  closed,  is  more  than  $3,000  greater 
than  during  the  year  previous.  The  number  of  schools  is  somewhat 
increased  ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  number  of  children  at- 
tending them.  More  than  three-quarters  of  these  schools  are  repre- 
sented as  well  taught  and  disciplined — a  fact  which  ceases  to  be  sur- 
prising, when  it  is  known  that  much  pains  is  here  taken  to  secure  the 
services  of  intelligent  and  efficient  teachers.  Of  the  whole  number 
of  these  at  present  employed,  I  have  heard  of  only  eight  that  have 
not  been  duly  examined  and  licensed.  The  statistical  table,  herewith 
submitted,  shows  but  one  township  in  which  the  schools  are  all  free ; 
but  there  is  another  township  in  which,  with  one  exception,  they  are 
also  free ;  and  there  are  many  free  schools  in  difierent  parts  of  the 
county.  The  surplus  revenue,  amounting  to  $3,037  97,  is  all  devoted 
to  educational  purposes. 

MORPvIS  COUNTY— Apportionment  $4,929  ,20. 

It  is  quite  refreshing  to  receive  communications  from  school  officers 
containing  assurances  that  the  accuracy  of  their  reports  may  be -relied 
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on,  as  tliey  an;  canifiil  t()riii])|)ly  tluiir  tcaclicrH  with  ro^intoin  and  otlicr 
convoMionctiH  lor  tliis  jturoosc.  So  inccHsaiit  aixl  tlrcHoinc!  arc  the 
(•,oinj)hiiiitti  iiMuk;  a^ainnt  tlu!  state,  hccaiieo  nhe  docft  not  carry  out  all 
the  details  (»t'  her  HysteiM  ot"  i»nl»li('  iiirttnictioTi,  and,  by  some  miracu- 
lous proceedin;^,  have  cvcrythirif^  done  without  ernployinj^  any  one  to 
do  it ;  I  say  ho  tiresotne  and  conntant  are  such  cornj)IaintH,  that  it  ia 
pleasant  to  iind  relief  in  soniethini;  of  a  very  different  character  ;  and 
I  he*^  leave  to  refer  to  two  or  three  of  the  accoinj)anyin^  rcjmrtH,  re- 
ceived from  the  town  siij»erintendents  of  this  county.  One  of  them 
Bays:  "  A  system  of  rej>ortin;;  has  heen  adopted  amoii<^  us  which 
brin<i;s  before  me,  in  a  reliable  form,  the  school  work  of  tlie  year,  as 
conaensed  from  the  daily  records.  I  have  been  very  much  aided  in 
this  j)art  of  my  duty  by  the  fidelity  of  the  teachers.  During  the  last 
two  years,  I  have  failed  only  in  one  instance  of  rdceivin^  the  ])ropcr 
reports  ;  and  in  that  case  the  school-house  was  burned,  and  the  re- 
cords probably  perished  with  it.''  Another  superintendent  of  this 
county  says  :  "Ihe  re])ort  which  you  received  from  me  is  carefully 
compdcd  from  rc'^isters  which  are  kept  in  our  schools,  and  which  arc 
the  property  of  tlie  schools.  With  one  exception,  the  teachers  have 
been  faithful  in  kecpiuf]:  the  rcf^isters."  I  beg  leave,  in  this  connec- 
tion, to  (juote  also  from  the  report  of  one  of  the  town  superintendents 
of  Bergen  county,  which  may  be  found  elsewhere.  lie  says : 
"School  registers  of  attendance  were  supplied,  at  the  expense  of  the 
township,  to  all  the  schools  in  the  spring  of  18.")0.  They  show  the 
names  of  the  parents  of  the  pupils,  the  names  and  ages  of  the  pupils, 
and  the  number  of  days  each  one  has  attended  school  during  the  year. 
The  registers,  which  are  not  expensive,  will,  with  proper  care,  last 
twenty  years  or  more."  I  might  quote  from  other  reports  to  show 
that  it  is  possible  for  ]>roper  returns  to  be  made  to  this  department, 
without  recoui*se  to  the  state  for  blanks  and  school  registers. 

>The  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  in  Morris  county, 
during  the  last  year,  for  school  purposes,  is  somewhat  greater  than 
that  of  the  year  previous,  while  it  may  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the 
statistical  tables,  that  the  whole  of  the  state  appropriation  is  not  re- 
ported. The  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue,  amounting  to  ^2,9S4r  36, 
is  all  devoted  to  the  support  of  schools.  Four  new-school  houses  were 
built  during  the  year,  and  several  of  the  old  houses  were  thoroughly 
repaired.  Although  the  number  of  schools  is  at  present  very  large, 
being  117,  there  is  still  a  demand  for  nine  more.  The  majority  of  the 
schools  are  represented  as  being  well  taught  and  disciplined,  and  this 
cannot  be  surprising,  as  of  the  123  teachers  emj^loyed  in  the  county, 
only  six  have  not  been  examined  and  licensed.  In  some  of  the  town- 
ships the  schools  are  entirely  free,  while  in  others  they  are  very  nearly 
so.  The  interest  manifested  by  the  people  generally,  in  regard  to  edu- 
cational matters,  is  represented  generally  as  very  commendable. 

OCEAN  COUNTY— ArroRTioNMENT  $1,640  66. 

In  this  county,  I  regret  to  say,  the  interest  manifested  in  education 
is  not  apparently  as  great  as  it  was  during  the  previous  year.  The 
amount  of  money  raised  by  tax  is  somewliat  less,  and  so  is  the  whole 
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sura  expcDded  for  the  support  of  public  schools  ;  and  yet  it  is  worthy 
of  notice  that  the  number  of  children  in  attendance  at  these  schools  is 
considerably  greater,  thougli  it  is  true,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
average  length  of  time  Avhich  the  schools  have  been  kept  open  is 
diminished.  If  this  does  not  show  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  schools, 
and  a  willingness  to  reap  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  them,  it 
might  be  added  that,  during  the  year,  one  now  scliool-house  has  been 
erected,  while  others  have  been  urgently  demanded  by  the  ofHcers  en- 
trusted with  educational  aflairs.  The  average  lengtli  of  time  which 
the  schools  are  kept  open  is  less  in  this  county  than  in  any  other  in 
the  state,  being  only  six  and  one-sixth  months.  The  result  of  this 
must  be  a  very  frequent  change  of  teachers,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
attended  witli  more  or  less  injury.  The  interest  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue enjoyed  by  this  county,  amounting  to  $774  17,  is  all  devoted  to 
the  support  of  the  public  schools. 

PASSAIC  COUNTY— Apportionment  83,688  28. 

An  event  of  no  ordinary  interest  marks  the  history  of  the  educa- 
tional condition  of  this  county  during  the  last  year.  The  common 
council  of  the  city  of  Paterson,  in  view  of  the  imminent  disastrous 
effects  of  the  present  unhappy  rebellion  upon  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  that  town,  recommended  to  the  board  of 
education  to  dose  the  public  schools  for  at  least  one  quarter,  as  it 
would  in  all  probability  be  impossible  to  collect  the  taxes  from  which 
they  were  to  be  supported.  Put  no  sooner  had  publicity  been  given 
to  this  action,  than  the  parents  and  guardians  of  the  four  thousand 
children  attending  those  schools,  as  well  as  other  patriotic  citizens, 
arose  in  mass  to  protest  against  any  such  proceedings.  Their  cry 
KSis:  "TVe  can  walk  our  streets  in  darkness  ;  we  can  watch  our  pro- 
perty at  midnight ;  we  can  dispense  with  luxuries  and  even  conve- 
niences of  every  kind,  but  our  children  must  not  wander  about  in 
idleness  ;  the  means  by  which  they  are  to  possess  the  intelligence  and 
virtue  necessary  to  succeed  us  must  not  be  denied  to  them  ;  our 
schools  must  not  be  closed — shall  not  be  closed ;  we  will  suffer  any- 
thing and  everything  else."  And,  to  the  honor  of  tliat  city,  the  schools 
were  not  closed  ;  and,  to  the  honor  of  the  teachers  of  those  schools, 
they  came  forward  and  offered  to  make  any  sacrifice  on  their  part 
that  would  prevent  such  closure. 

Such  a  sentiment,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  pervades  the 
whole  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  not  New  Jersey  alone,  but  every 
state  that  is  loyal  to  the  Union  and  to  the  principles  of  those  who  es- 
tablished it. 

Although  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that  I  obtained  the  address  of 
the  town  superintendents  of  Passaic  county,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
state  that  I  received  from  them  all  prompt  and  full  reports,  so  far  as 
they  could  be  rendered.  A  comparison  of  the  statistical  tables  of 
the  last  year  with  those  of  the  year  previous  will  show  that  while 
there  was  no  money  raised  for  the  building  and  repairing  of  school 
houses,  there  was  more  appropriated  strictly  for  educational  purposes, 
during  the  last  than   the  preceding  year.      The  sum  raised  by  tax 
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ig  noarly  $2,000  greater ;  and  tho  total  would  appear  larger  if  the 
wliolo  Btate  aj>|tn)j)riatioii  were  rej)ortcd.  It  Ia  to  he  regretted  that 
the  Kchoois  roctuve  no  beiiclit  friMii  the  surplus  revenue,  ar  the  county's 
quota  ol"  that  money  was  early  investi^d  in  j»ublif;  huildingH.  Many 
of  the  schools  are  free,  and  allhouijh  there  is  some  complaint  of  a  lack 
of  interest  in  them  on  the  part  of  the  ])eople,  there  is  much  reason  to 
believe  that  their  value  is  duly  appreciated.  So  far  as  1  have  been 
able  to  ascertain,  there  is  not  a  teacher  in  the  county  who  has  not  been 
rej^ularly  examined  and  licensed  ;  and,  what  is  equally  gratifying, 
thirty  oi"  the  forty-one  schocjls,  are  represented  as  being  well  taugnt 
and  disciplined. 

S  A  I.EM  COUNTY-  A. >roimoNMENT  $3,1  8j  CO. 

In  this  county  there  was  moru  attention  paid  than  usual,  durin<;  the 
past  year,  to  the  examination  and  licensing  of  teachers.  The  difficul- 
ties encountered  by  town  superintendents,  in  the  di.sicharge  of  their 
duty,  ai"e  very  forcibly  described  in  one  of  the  reports  herewith  sub 
mitted  ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  indifferent  teachers  are 
often  employed  for  the  reasons  which  are  therein  assigned.  It  is  in 
vain  to  hope  for  any  radical  improvement  in  this  direction  until  the 
people  become  accustomed  to  regard  the  education  of  their  children  as 
a  serious  matter;  until  they  become  convinced  that  the  individual  to 
whom  they  entrust  it  may  be  the  instrument  of  irreparable  evil,  aa 
well  as  of  inestimable  good  ;  and  to  reach  this  point  is  one  of  the  ob- 
jects for  which  the  friends  of  humanity  should  never  cease  to  labor. 

Notwithstanding  the  obstacles  opposed  to  the  advancement  of  the 
public  school  system  in  this  county,  it  is  gradually  gaining  ground. 
The  character  of  the  schools  is  improving,  and  the  people  are  becom- 
ing satisfied  that  they  cannot  be  dispensed  with  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  more  must  be  done  for  their  maintenance.  In  proof  of  this, 
the  amount  raised  and  appropriated  for  their  support  during  the  past 
year  is  considerably  greater  than  during  the  year  previous ;  and  this 
amount  would  appear  still  greater  were  the  whole  sum  received  from 
the  state  reported  by  the  several  townships.  This  is  a  common  omis- 
sion due  to  the  fact  that  delays  occur  in  the  transmission,  from  one 
otiicer  to  another,  of  the  several  instalments  of  the  public  appropria- 
tion. The  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue  received  b}'  this  countv  is 
$2,141  55,  all  of  which  is  devoted  to  educational  purposes.  Six  ad- 
ditional schools  have  been  established  during  the  year ;  and  the  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  those  who  have  attended  school  is  nearly  three 
times  the  increase  of  the  number  of  those  entitled  to  attend.  llere,  aa 
in  many  other  counties,  complaint  is  made  that  parents  do  not  sustain 
school  officers  by  visiting  the  schools,  and  thus  inspiring  both  teachers 
and  pupils  to  greater  activity. 

SOMERSET  COUNTY— Apportionment  $3,213  04. 

I  have  taken  advantage  of  the  opportunities  afforded  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  these  brief  sketches  of  the  condition,  educationally,  of  the 
several  counties  of  the  state,  to  throw  out  suggestions  of  different 
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kinds,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  altogether  unprofitable.  Here  I  am 
reminded  of  a  matter  very  appropriately  alluded  to  in  the  accompany- 
ing report  of  the  superintendent  of  Branohburg,  viz, — school  appar- 
atus. ''  In  most  of  our  scliools,"  lie  says,  "  there  is  a  deficiency  as 
regards  suitable  blackboards,  globes,  astronomical  and  geographical 
maps,  philosophical  apparatus,  etc.  A  tew  dollars  invested  in  a  proper 
supply  of  these  would  be  very  profitable,  we  think,  to  the  employers  ot 
every  school,  and  would  so  encourage  and  assist  the  teacher  that  more 
knowledge  could  be  imparted  to  the  pupils  in  one  quarter  than  there 
now  is  in  tioo — consequently,  the  saving  of  one  quarter's  tuition  ! 
The  right  kind  of  teachers  could,  we  think,  remedy  this  deficiency,  to 
a  great  extent,  l)y  visiting  the  families  of  their  respective  districts, 
and  informing  them  of  the  incalculal)le  benefits  that  would  accrue 
from  the  use  of  such  apparatus,  or  the  same  result  could  be  obtained 
by  inducing  the  parents  more  frequently  to  visit  the  teacher  in  the 
school-room,  and  there  see  for  themselves  the  inconveniences  of  a 
want  of  it.'' 

These  remarks  are  exceedingly  just,  and  I  could  desire  to  give  them 
still  greater  prominence.  There  is  no  doubt  that  our  schools,  and 
everything  connected  with  them,  might  be  greatly  improved  by  a  little 
management  on  the  part  of  school  otficers  and  teachers.  The  minds 
of  all  men  are  not  utterly  unimpressible,  and  surely  there  must  be  in 
every  community  some  who  can  be  induced  to  make  themselves  ex- 
amples of  patriotism  and  generosity,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  a  few 
shillings,  towards  the  purchase  of  a  globe  or  a  set  of  outline  maps,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  youth  around  them.  I  am  quite  confident  that,  with 
a  little  eftbrt  on  the  part  of  teachers,  there  is  not  a  school  in  New 
Jersey  that  might  not,  within  a  twelvemonth,  be  furnished  with  these, 
and  other  valuable  aids  to  instruction.  In  fact,  where  schools  are 
under  the  care  of  proper  teachers,  these  things  will  be  found.  Good 
teachers  know  their  value,  and  will  have  them,  even  at  the  cost  of  a 
great  deal  of  painstaking  upon  their  part.  In  many  instances,  I  have 
known  them  to  be  procured  by  means  of  subscription,  or  through  the 
agency  of  exhibitions  given  by  the  pupils,  under  the  direction  of  the 
teacher,  their  parents  and  friends  very  willingly  paying  for  an  eve- 
ning's entertainment,  prepared  for  some  such  laudable  object. 

Although  there  is  nothing  really  discouraging  in  the  accounts  which 
I  have  been  able  to  gather  concerning  the  educational  afifairs  of 
Somerset  county,  I  regret  to  say  that  I  tind  nothing  in  them  which 
indicates  any  advance  over  M'hat  was  done  during  the  previous  year. 
The  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  the  su})port  of 
schools  is  less,  though  this  is  satisfactorily  accounted  for,  by  the  fact 
that  less  money  was  required  for  the  building  and  repairing  of  school 
houses.  The  whole  number  of  children  in  attendance  at  school,  has 
increased  ;  but  the  average  length  of  time  which  the  schools  have 
been  kept  open  has  somewhat  diminished.  Great  attention  is  paid  in 
this  county  to  the  examining  and  licensing  of  teachers  ;  of  the  whole 
number,  only  four,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  are  without 
th's  evidence  of  qualification.  Three  new  school-houses  have  been 
built  during  the  year,  and  two  others  are  said  to  be  much  needed. 

The  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue  enjoyed  by  this  county,  amount- 
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in^  to  $2,775  05,  is  all  devoted  U>  education,  except  in  the  township 
of  Franklin,  whoso  share  is  $r>();i  C)S. 

SUSSEX  COUNTY— Api'oktionment  $3,755  74. 

Tho  school  ofticorH  of  Sussex  county  complain,  with  scarcely  an  ex- 
ception, that  the  jx'oplo  of  their  re8j)ective  townHhips  take  very  little 
interest  in  tho  welfare  of  their  schools  ;  but  it  is  quite  evident  that 
tho  people  take  a  (M»njMiendahl(!  interest  in  tlie  selection  of  their  school 
officers,  a  fact  to  which  I  ulluded  in  my  last  rt^port,  and  to  which  I  am 
constraiiuHl  to  allude  ai^aiti.  Whenever  this  shall  l»e  the  case  in  all 
tho  counties  of  the  state,  we  shall  In;  williti<^  to  coniparc  our  faeilities 
for  public  instruction  with  those  enjoyed  in  any  j)ortion  of  the  Union. 

Tho  statistical  report  retjuired  by  law  was  received  from  every 
township,  though  in  one  instance  it  came  too  late  to  be  inserted  in  the 
tabular  statement  herewith  submitted.  By  tliis  statement  it  will  bo 
seen,  that  during  the  year  just  closed,  there  lias  been  more  done  for 
tho  schools,  and  tor  the  educational  interests  of  the  county,  than  dur- 
ing the  previous  year.  While  there  has  been  little,  almost  no,  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  live  and  eighteen, 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  474  in  the  whole  attendance  at  school; 
and  tho  number  of  schools  has  increased  from  125  to  134,  In  my  last 
annual  report,  I  stated  that  eleven  new  school-houses  were  needed  in  the 
county ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  this  nutnbcr  has  been  reduced  to 
eight,  three  having  been  built  within  the  year  just  closed  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  many  of  the  old  houses  are  in  a  very  dilapidated  condi- 
tion, but  the  people  are  not  indifferent  to  the  fact,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  best  of  these  houses  wmH  be  repaired,  while 
others  will  give  place  to  new  and  substantial  edifices.  The  amount 
of  money  raised  by  tax  is  $541  greater  than  that  reported  last  year ; 
and  there  appears  to  be  a  willingness  to  raise  any  reasonable  sum  that 
may  be  required  for  educational  purposes.  The  surplus  revenue, 
amounting  to  §2,321  34,  is  devoted  to  the  support  of  public  schools. 
Through  the  vigilance  of  the  school  officers,  a  teacher  is  very  seldom 
employed  who  has  not  been  first  duly  examined  and  licensed  ;  indeed, 
I  know  of  but  one  who  is  at  present  without  license,  while  I  know,  at 
the  same  time,  of  one  hundred  who  possess  this  requisite  qualification. 
As  a  natural  result  of  this  care  on  the  part  of  school  officers,  a  large 
majority  of  the  schools  are  represented  as  well  taught  and  properly 
governed. 

UNION  COUNTY— Apportionment  $2,756  74. 

The  attention  given  to  the  subject  of  education  is  as  much  to  be 
commended  in  this  county  as  in*  any  other  of  the  state,  although  it 
must  be  confessed  that  in  one  or  two  townships  there  is  a  deplorable 
lack  of  it.  It  is  especially  gratitying  to  those  who  take  an  interest  in 
the  proper  instruction  of 'the  yoiiug'  to  find,  as  is  here  exhibited,  that 
people  are  becoming  awakened  to  a  due  sense  of  the  importance  of 
skillful  training  to  a  child  from  the  earliest  moments  of  his  career. 
In  one  of  the  accompanying  reports  from  this  county,  the  superin- 
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tendent  says  "  the  school  officers  arc  beginning  to  feel  that  the  welfare 
of  the  school  requires  as  ^ood  teachers  in  the  primary  as  in  any  other 
department,  and,  during  the  past  year,  all  new  teachers  are  employed  ©n 
an  equal  footing,"  that  is,  those  who  instruct  the  younger  children  re- 
ceive as  much  pay  as  those  who  instruct  the  older.  This  is  quite  con- 
trary to  the  prevailing  custom,  it  being  very  generally  believed  that 
almost  any  one  is  competent  to  the  training  of  the  more  youthful 
pupils  of  a  school ;  but  there  is  no  belief  more  pregnant  with  evil,  and 
no  practice  that  deserves  to  be  more  speedily  and  more  radically 
abandoned. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  and  appropriated  for  school  purposes 
in  this  county,  during  the  past  year,  is  less  than  that  of  the  year  be- 
fore ;  but  this  is  chiefly  because  less  was  needed  for  the  erection  and 
repairs  of  school-buildings.  The  county  does  not  receive  any  bene- 
fit from  the  surplus  revenue,  as  that  money  remained  with  Essex 
county  when  Union  was  set  off  from  it.  The  number  of  schools  re- 
ported is  not  so  great  as  last  year,  a  circumstance  which  is  no  doubt  due 
to  the  fact,  that,  in  the  larger  towns,  two  or  more  schools  located  in  the 
same  building,  have  been,  in  some  instances,  regarded  as  but  one.  It 
is  quite  apparent  that  the  school  accommodations  have  not  been 
diminished,  for  the  number  of  children  in  attendance  ii  considerably 
larger  than  during  any  previous  year^  Many  of  the  schools  are  free, 
and  some  of  ihera  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in  the  state.  The 
teachers  are  generally  s])oken  of  in  very  high  terms,  and  it  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  note  that,  of  the  seventy-eight  employed  in  the  county,  only 
three  have  not  been  duly  examined  and  licensed. 

WARKEN  COUjSTTY— Apportionment  $3,657  72. 

In  presenting  a  sketch  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  this  county, 
I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  latter  part  of  the  report  of  the  super- 
intendent of  Belvidere,  herewith  submitted ;  and  I  am  the  more  de- 
sirous of  doing  this,  as  I  hope  it  may  have  the  effect,  not  only  to 
awaken  schools  officers  to  the  importance  of  rendering  the  schools  un- 
der their  care  as  attractive  as  possible,  but  also  to  prompt  them  to  re- 
cognize the  laudable  and  gratuitous  efforts  made  to  this  end  by  the 
teachers  in  their  employ.  In  the  report  alluded  to,  the  superintend- 
ent says  :  "  The  male  teacher  in  district  Xo.  1  has  caused  to  be  erect- 
ed in  the  school-yard,  ^;rm.??j)a^Z7/  at  his  own  expense^  a  large  swing 
and  several  gymnastic  contrivances,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  at- 
tendance at  school  attractive,  and  amusing  the  children  during  recess. 
I  am  satisfied,"  he  continues,  "  that  these  things  not  only  make  school 
attractive  and  pleasant  to  the  children,  but  contribute  materially  to 
their  health  and  happiness.  As  '  all  work  and  no  play  makes  Jack  a  dull 
boy,'  so  all  study  and  no  amusement  renders  the  school-room  uninvit- 
ing and  very  uninteresting.  The  teacher  who  can  contribute,  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned,  to  amuse  his  scholars,  promote  their  health 
and  happiness,  and  render  their  presence  at  school  voluntary,  and  not 
compulsory,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  deserves,  as  he  has  received,  the 
thanks  of  Lis  employers." 

I  allude,  with  special  pleasure,  to  this  instance  of  a  teacher's  devo- 
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tion  U»  his  biiRinowK,  and  to  the  welfare  of  thoBO  committed  to  hiii 
charf^c.  School  onicorB  would  (\u  wnll  to  call  att<^ntion,  as  tlipy  have 
opportunify,  to  similar  raHcH  that  conirf  uiidf;r  tlu-ir  ohncrvation,  a«  no 
means  should  \m  overlooked  hy  which  the  character  of  our  puV>lic 
Hchools  may  he  improved,  and  as  examples  of  thin  kind  cannot  fail  to 
have  such  an  effect.  Stimulus  of  some  sort  is  necessary  to  every  one, 
whatever  may  bo  his  occupation,  and  however  well  he  may  be 
fitted  for  it;  and  it  frequently  happens  that  we  do  not  know  our 
power,  or  appreciate  our  opportunities,  until  wo  perceive  the 
success  of  otluTS  situated  precisely  like  ourselves.  The  teacher 
occupies  a  ]to.';ifion  eminently  advantai^eous  to  the  exercise  of  the 
the  noblest  qualitica  of  both  heart  and  mind,  and  may  make  an  im- 
pression upon  the  society  in  which  he  moves  that  will  be  felt  by  sac- 
ccedinp  p^encsrations.  I  know  of  an  instance,  in  another  section  of  the 
state,  in  which  tlie  teacluT  of  a  district  school,  a  female,  has  given  to 
her  school  a  character  as  much  to  be  envied  as  that  enjoyed  by  any 
jirivate  institution  in  the  wjiole  region.  Children  are  s(.'nt  there  from 
adjoining  districts,  their  parents  ])referring  to  pay  for  their  instruction 
rather  than  receive  it  free,  and  at  less  inconvenience.  But  this  is  not 
all ;  she  has  succeeded  in  collecting  the  people  in  the  school-house, 
once  a  week  throughout  the  winter,  for  the  purpose  of  listening  to  a 
lecture,  or  engaging  in  some  intellectual  employment ;  and  such  devo- 
tion docs  she  manifest  to  her  occupation,  and  to  the  welfare  of  the 
neighborhood,  that  every  one  accords  to  her  a  degree  of  respect  and 
admiration  of  which  any  one  might  be  justly  proud.  It  is  very  hard 
to  believe  that  our  importance  in  this  world  is  not  measured  by  the 
length  of  our  purse,  or  by  the  elevation  upon  which  we  stand  ;  bat 
sucli  is,  nevertherless,  the  teaching  of  experience.  The  evidence  of  a 
faithful  discharge  of  duty,  with  proofs  of  a  generous  regard  for  the  wel- 
fare of  those  around  us,  are  not  simply  passports  to  the  hearts  of  our 
fellows,  but  letters  patent  of  a  nobility  whose  founder  is  greater  than 
any  earthly  potentate  ;  and  no  persons  have  better  opportunities  than 
teachers  to  attain  all  the  distinction  that  can  attend  a  life  of  industry 
and  benevolence. 

As  in  every  other  section  of  the  state,  so  in  "Warren  county,  there 
has  been  marked  improvement  in  matters  of  education.  The  number 
of  schools  is  greater  ;  the  number  of  children  attending  them  is  greater, 
and  so  also  is  the  average  length  of  time  which  the  schools  have  been 
kept  open.  Two  new  sch<iol-houses  have  been  built  during  the  year. 
Five  others  arc  still  needed,  in  order  to  accommodate  the  increasing 
population  ;  and  three  of  the  present  buildings  are  so  dilapidated  as 
to  require  new  ones  in  their  places.  "While  the  whole  amount  of 
money  expended  for  educational  purposes,  during  the  year  just  closed, 
is  somewhat  less  than  that  expended  during  the  previous  year,  it  is 
gratifying  to  find  that  the  sum  raised  by  tax  is  considerably  augment- 
ed. The  number  of  free  schools  in  the  county  is  increasinc:,  and  the 
interest  iu  public  instruction  evidently  improving.  All  the  interest 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  amounting  to  $2,3S6  61,  is  devoted  to  educa- 
tion. It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  only  six  of  the  whole  number  of 
eachers,  at  present  e  mployed,  are  without  the  license  required  by  law. 
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THE  SCHOOL  LAW. 

The  duty  of  interpreting  the  school  law,  and  settling  the  miroerous 
controversies  continually  arising  among  the  school  officers  and  people 
of  the  various  districts  throughout  the  state,  form  no  small  part  of  the 
labors  of  the  superintendent  of  schools,  and  should  qualify  him  better 
than  any  one  else  to  point  out  the  defects  in  the  school  law,  and  the 
amendments  thereof  most  desirable  to  be  made.  In  view  of  this, 
among  my  other  obligations,  I  proposed  certain  alterations  of  the  law, 
at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  which  received  the  approval  of 
the  committees  of  both  houses,  as  well  as  that  of  a  very  large  number 
of  the  members  of  each  ;  but  for  the  reason  that  the  operation  of  these 
amendments  could  not  be  understood  by  all  without  a  good  deal  of 
discussion,  and  because,  also,  of  the  want  of  time  requisite  for  this 
purpose,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  postpone  their  consideration.  I 
still  adhere  to  my  judgment  as  to  the  propriety  of  making  these 
amendments. 

The  decisions  herewith  submitted  are  only  the  more  important  of 
those  rendered  by  me  during  the  year,  and  form  but  a  small  portion 
of  the  entire  number. 

F.  W.  KICORD, 
State  Superintendent  of  Puhlic  Schools. 
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the  establishment  ot  another  school.  The  town  superintendent  ha* 
full  power  to  do  this  in  all  unincorporated  <iistricts,  though  the  trus- 
tees are  entitled  to  a  notification  of  his  intention.  "^ 
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INTKIlPREtATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  LAW. 


QiwHtion.  Can  an  annual  ilistiict  nic'etin<^  be  luljourned  for  one, 
three  or  five  days,  when  the  time  set  is  general,  as  in  case  of  elections 
of  trustees  for  a  deiinite  tiinei 

Ai}8wer.  Scetion  G  of  the  aet  to  establish  public  schools,  approved 
April  17,  1S40,  jn'ovides  that  district  nieetinf^s  shall  be  held  annually 
on  tlic  first  Alonday  of  April,  ten  da^-s'  notice,  in  writinrr,  of  the  time 
and  place  of  which  meeting  s^hall  l»e  given  by  the  town  superintend- 
ent; and  section  S  of  the  supplement,  apj)rovcd  March  14,  1851, 
provides  for  the  election  of  trustees  at  said  annual  meetings.  The  law 
nowhere  makes  any  provision  for  the  postponement  of  said  meetings  ; 
and  I  am  of  opinion  that  said  meetings  cannot  be  adjourned.  In  case 
the  office  of  any  trustee,  whose  term  expires  at  an  annual  meeting,  is 
not  then  and  there  filled^  said  office  becomes  vacant,  and  can  be  filled 
afterwards  only  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  supplement 
approved  ]\larch  17,  18r)4. 

Q.  Does  the  law  make  it  obligatory  ujion  the  trustees  of  a  school 
district  to  furnish  accommodations  for  the  schooling  of  all  the  children 
of  said  district  entitled  to  the  same  ;  and  in  case  they  refuse  to  do  so, 
what  course  should  be  i»ursued  by  the  inhabitants  of  such  district  ? 

A.  Section  7  of  the  supplement,  approved  March  14,  1S51,  provides 
that,  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  the  several  school  dis- 
tricts to  apply  the  money  apportioned  to  their  respective  districts,  or 
raised  therein,  to  the  esfablisliing  and  maintenance  of  free  schools  in 
said  district,  in  which  shall  be  taught,  free  of  charge,  all  the  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  desirous  of  attending  the 
same." 

While  the  law  here  intends  to  provide  against  favoritism  in  the  ad- 
mission of  children  to  the  benefits  of  public  instruction,  it  equally  in- 
tends that  each  district  shall  have  reasonable  accommodations  for  the 
instruction  of  its  children  ;  and  if  the  trustees  of  such  district  refuse 
to  provide  the  same,  it  would  be  proper  for  the  town  superintend- 
ent to  divide  the  district,  and  thus  secure,  through  additional  officers, 
the  establishment  o^  another  school.  The  town  superintendent  has 
full  power  to  do  this  in  all  unincorpt»rated  districts,  though  the  trus- 
tees are  entitled  to  a  notification  of  his  intention. 
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Q.  lias  the  town  superintendent  the  power  to  renumber  the  dis- 
tricts in  liis  towui-hip  ? 

A.  Section  5  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools,  approved  April 
17,  1S40,  makes  it  the  duty  of  town  superintendents  to  divide  their 
townships  into  convenint  school  districts,  and  gives  them  power 
to  alter  and  change  them  as  circumstances  may  require.  While  this 
power  has  been  somewhat  modified  by  subsequent  acts  of  the  legisla- 
ture, there  is  nothing  in  these  acts  which  can  prevent  a  town  super- 
intendent from  re-numbering  or  re-naming  the  districts  of  his  town- 
ship. In  the  case,  however,  of  an  incorporate^  district,  he  has  no 
power  to  change  the  name.  It  is  a  matter  of  record  ;  and  incorporated 
districts  can  be  altered  by  the  town  superintendent  only  with  the 
assent  of  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  district. 

Q.  Can  a  township  committee  compel  a  town  superintendent  to 
alter  the  bounds  of  a  school  district  ? 

A.  The  law  gives  township  committees  no  such  powers.  In  case 
the  town  superintendent  insists  upon  altering  a  school  district,  contrary 
to  the  Avishes  of  the  trustees,  then  such  trustees  may  apply  to  the  town- 
ship committee  to  be  associated  with  the  town  superintendent,  and 
their  action  shall  be  final.  This  is  all  the  authority  that  township 
committees  have  in  such  cases.  School  districts  cannot  be  altered 
without  the  consent  of  the  town  superintendent. 

Q.  On  the  first  Monday  of  April  (April  1,  ISOl)  the  inhabitants  of 
district  No.  5  met,  according  to  lawful  notice,  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  their  annual  district  meeting ;  and  having 
elected  A  B  as  a  trustee  for  the  ensuing  three  years,  the  meeting 
adjourned.  At  8^  o'clock  of  the  same  evening,  another  meeting  was 
held  at  the  same  place,  and  one  of  the  trustees  of  said  district  having 
resigned  his  office,  C  D  was  then  and  there  elected  to  fill  his  place. 
Is  C  D  a  lawful  trustee  of  said  district  ? 

A.  The  supplement  to  the  act  to  establish  public  schools,  approved 
March  17,  185-1,  provides  that,  in  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  board  of 
trustees  of  any  school  district,  tlie  election  to  fill  such  vacancy  shall 
be  held  upon  ten  days'  notice  of  the  time  thereof,  to  be  given  by  the 
town  superintendent  of  the  township  in  svhich  said  district  is  situate, 
by  advertisement  in  three  of  the  most  public  places  in  said  district. 
If,  then,  it  were  possible  for  a  vacancy  to  occur  in  any  board  of  trustees 
by  the  resignation  of  one  of  the  members  at  an  illegal,  or  even  a  legal 
meeting  of  the  people,  held  on  the  first  of  April,  no  election  to  fill  his 
place  could  be  held  earlier  than  the  eleventh  of  the  same  month,  as 
such  election  requires  ten  days'  notice.  It  must  be  evident,  then,  that 
C  D  was  not  legally  elected  a  trustee  of  district  No.  5,  aiid,  in  my 
opinion,  he  has  no  claim  whatever  to  the  office. 

Q.  The  annual  meeting,  provided  for  by  law,  was  not  held  last 
April  in  district  No.  8,  and  A  P>,  the  trustee  whose  place  should  have 
been  filled  at  that  time,  now  claims  that  he  is  still  a  trustee,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  failure  to  hold  the  annual  election  ;  is  he,  or  is  he  not, 
a  trustee  ? 

A.  Section  8  of  the  supplement  to  the  act  to  establish  public  schools, 
approved  March  14,  1851,  provides  that  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the 
several  school  districts  shall  elect,  annually,  one  trustee  to  hold  hia 
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oflicc  for  tlirt'o  yearn  ;  and  tliorc  in  no  section  of  tlio  law  wliicli  pro- 
vides that  hucIi  IruHtee  8liall  liold  Ids  ofH(;o  for  any  j^reatcr  i)criod  of 
time,  or  nntil  hin  HUcccHsor  nliall  he  elected.  I  an),  tlicrefore,  of  ojtinion 
thai  A  iJ  is  no  hjiij^er  a  trustee  of  district  No.  S,  hh  term  of  oftice 
having  expired  at  the  hihl  annual  meeting. 

(J.  Can  a  fruhtee,  whose;  term  of  three  years  cxj)ire«  at  the  annual 
meeting,  be  elected  for  the  next  three  years,  or  f(»r  any  number  of 
years,  provided  ho  is  elected  every  three  years  ? 

A.  A  trustee  may  he  re-elected  to  olTice  as  often  as  the  inhabitants 
of  a  district  see  fit  to  do  so. 

Q.  Can  the  iidiabitanl.s  of  an  incorporated  school  dibtrift  vote  at 
tlu-ir  annual  meetiti<^'  to  rai.-^e  money,  by  tax,  for  building  or  repairing 
aBchool-house,  provided  there  be  inserted  in  the  call  for  6ai<l  meeting 
the  words:  "  and  for  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  f 

A.  By  referring  to  the  supplement  to  the  school  act,  approved 
March  U,  1851,  section  11,  it  will  be  seen  that  when  the  trustees  of 
an  incorporated  district  shall  desire  to  raise  money  by  tax  for  repair- 
ing or  building  a  school-house,  it  is  ncftessary  that  the  purpose  to  raise 
such  tax  should  be  spccilied  in  the  notice  which  calls  the  meeting  of 
the  taxable  inhabitants  of  said  di.^trict.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  use  the 
words  marked  by  (piotation'  points  in  the  question. 

Q.  If  a  trustee  of  a  school  district  should  go  into  business  in  an- 
other district,  and  should  spend  nearly  all  his  time  there,  yet  has  his 
washing  and  mending  done  where  elected,  can  he  still  act  as  trustee; 
and  if  the  iidiabitunts,  at  their  annual  meeting,  should  declare  the 
office  vacant  on  account  of  such  absence,  and  elect  another  in  his 
place,  wdiich  will  be  the  lawful  trustee  ? 

A.  Section  1  of  the  supplement  to  the  act  to  establish  public  schools, 
approved  February  15,  18G0,  provides  that,  "  whenever  a  trustee  of 
any  school  district  in  this  state  shall  depart, or  has  heretofore  departed 
from  said  district,  with  the  intention  of  being  absent  therefrom  for  the 
space  of  six  months  or  more,  and  has  not  returned,  his  office  of  trustee 
sliall  be  declared  vacant,  and  the  same  shall  be  tilled  by  an  election 
according  to  law.'' 

The  intention  of  the  law  is,  obviously,  to  provide  against  embarrass- 
ments which  must  result  from  such  a  prolonged  absence  on  the  part 
of  a  school  trustee,  as  may  be  calculated  to  render  him  useless  as  an 
officer  of  the  district.  The  fact  that  a  trustee's  washing  and  mending 
arc  done  in  the  district  in  which  he  holds  office,  is  a  matter  of  no  mo- 
ment, as  this  docs  not  determine  his  residence,  and  even  if  it  did,  it 
could  be  of  no  consequence,  as  his  ]dace  of  residence  is  not  the  point 
to  be  considered  ;  he  might  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  district,  and  yet 
be  disqualitied  to  hold  the  office  of  trustee.  The  question  is  :  has  the 
trustee  departed  from  his  district  with  the  intention  to  be  absent  for 
the  space  of  six  months  i  If  such  be  the  case,  his  ottice  may  be  de- 
clared vacant,  though  in  what  manner,  the  law  does  not  specify  ;  but 
such  ollice  cannot  be  tilled  again  without  due  notice  having  been  first 
given  of  an  election  to  fill  the  same,  agreeably  to  section  2  of  the  sup- 
plement to  the  act  approved  March  17,  1854." 

Q.  Can  the  trustees  give  an  order  upon  the  town  superintendent 


50  REPORT   OF    SCHOOL    SUPERINTENDENT. 

for  the  state  and  surplus  money  of  next  year,  to  pay  the  salary  of 
teachers  for  the  past  winter? 

A.  Section  7  of  the  supj^lenient  to  the  school  act,  approved  March 
14,  1851,  provides  that  it  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  trustees  of  the  sev- 
eral school  districts  to  apply  the  money  apportioned  to  their  respective 
districts,  or  raised  therein,  to  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
free  schools  in  said  districts ;  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  law  that  a 
free  school  shall  be  maintained  in  each  district,  as  many  months  dur- 
ing each  year,  as  the  money  ajipropriated  for  that  year  will  admit  of. 
The  law  does  not  provide  that  the  money  appropriated  for  one  year  shall 
be  expended  for  the  maintenance  of  a  school  durinp;  some  preceding  or 
-subsequent  year.  Said  money  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  entitled 
to  the  advantages  of  instruction  during  the  year  for  which  said  appro- 
priation is  made.  The  debts  of  a  past  year  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be 
paid  from  money  apportioned  during  a  subsequent  year,  if  thereby 
any  disadvantage  results  to  those  for  whose  benefit  such  appropriation 
is  intended. 

Q.  A  certain  district  is  entitled  to  three  hundred  dollars  a  year; 
they  choose,  however,  to  keep  their  school  open  only  a  part  of  the 
time  at  an  expenditure  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  Now, 
can  they  have  this  unapplied  balance  carried  on  from  year  to  year,  or 
is  it  proper  for  each  succeeding  town  superintendent  to  throw  all  such 
balances  in  the  general  fund  prior  to  making  his  apportionment  ? 

A.  The  law  does  not  declare  in  explict  terms  where  the  money, 
divided  among  the  several  districts,  shall  be  expended  ;  but  section  9 
of  the  act  of  April  17,  1846,  amended  March  14,  1851,  makes  it  the 
duty  of  the  trustees  of  said  districts,  within  twenty  days  after  their 
election,  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  children  capable  of  attending  school, 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  within  their  said  districts, 
together  with  the  names  of  the  parents  or  guardians  of  such  children, 
and  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  town  superintendent,  etc.  The  money 
then  apportioned  for  any  one  year  to  a  district,  is  intended  for  the 
education  of  the  children  of  such  district,  then  and  there  entitled  to 
the  same.  The  law  does  not  leave  it  optional  with  the  trustees  of  a 
school  district  to  expend  for  educational  purposes  a  part,  or  the  whole 
of  the  money  apportioned  to  said  district,  but  evidently  intends  that 
the  money,  distributed  each  year  to  said  district,  sliall  all  be  applied  for 
the  benefit  of  those  named  in  the  lists,  or  otherwise  eligible  thereto, 
and  it  is  unquestionably  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  provide,  during 
each  year,  schools  for  as  great  a  length  of  time,  and  as  good,  as  the 
money  apportioned  to  their  respective  districts  will  warrant. 

Furthermore,  section  10  of  the  act  of  April  17,  1846,  provides  that 
the  town  superintendent  shall  pay  over  no  money  appropriated  for 
school  purposes,  except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  trustees,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  which  order  shall  state  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
given,  and  be  made  payable  to  the  person  entitled  to  receive  the 
money,  and  endorsed  by  him.  The  town  superintendent  is  thus  made 
responsible  for  the  lawful  disbursement  of  the  money  placed  in  his 
hands,  and  he  has  no  right  to  pay  out  such  money,  except  for  the  pur- 
poses authorized  by  law.  He  must  judge  as  to  the  propriety  of  pay- 
ing orders  made  upon  him  by  the  trustees,  and  in  case  his   opinion 
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hIiouM  1»c  lit  variance  witli  that  of  the  tnmtccfl,  cither  party  may  ap- 
peal to  tho  states  BU|)orint(Mi(h'fit,  wliose  duty  it  is,  accorain^  to  rtcction 
14  of  tho  act  of  April  17,  lst<i,  to  sec  tiiat  the  lawH  respecting  puhlic 
8(^lio(»lrt  an;  fiiithfiilly  executed,  an<l  tin;  nionevK  ajiprojtriated  to  tlieir 
BUp|K)rt  fairly  applied  ;  and  whose  further  duty  it  is,  aecordin^  t*) 
section  12  of  tho  supplement  of  March  14,  1851,  to  decide  any  dis- 
putes or  coTitroversies  that  may  aripo  respecting  the  true  construction 
of  tlu!  law. 

1  am  of  opinion  that  if  the  town  su])erintendent  shall,  on  settling 
the  accounts  of  a  school  district,  find,  at  the  close  of  a  linancial  year, 
that  said  district  lias  expended  a  comparatively  small  ])ortion  of  the 
money  appi)rtion(!d  thereto,  it  is  his  duty  to  incpiirc  into  the  reasons 
thereof;  and  if  such  reasons  he  lawful  and  satisfactory,  lie  may  liold 
the  halance  of  the  ap]>ortionment  for  the  liencfit  of  such  district ;  but 
if  such  reasons  he  not  lawful  and  satisfactory,  he  may  appeal  to  the 
state  superintendent  of  puhlic  schools,  whose  duty  it  will  he,  on  learn- 
ing:: ••^11 1''*^*  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  decide  how  such  balance  may 
be  fairly  applied. 

Q.  Can  an  incorporated  school  district  use  the  puhlic  money,  ap- 
portioned to  it  for  school  purposes,  to  pay  present  indebtedness  i 

A.  Section  11  of  the  s»]]i]dement  to  the  act  to  establish  public 
schools,  approved  March  14,  1S51,  provides  that,  in  case  the  trustees 
of  an  incorporated  school  district  shall  desire  to  purchase  lands,  etc., 
or  to  pay  cxistin<2;  debts,  etc.,  such  trustees  may  call  a  meetinpr  of  the 
taxable  inhabitants,  etc.,  and  the  said  inhabitants,  so  met,  shall  have 
power,  by  the  consent  of  two-tliirds  of  those  present,  to  authorize  the 
trustees  of  said  district  to  purchase  land  to  build  a  school-house  thereon, 
or  to  build,  or  enlarge,  repair,  sell  or  mortgaf^c  a  school-house,  or 
school-houses,  and  to  a}>]n\)]iriate  the  money  ajyportioned  to  said  dis- 
trict, or  any  part  thereof,  for  that  purpose,  or  to  borrow  money  there- 
for, etc. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  this  section  of  the  law  fully  authorize?  an  in- 
corporated school  district  to  use  the  public  money,  apportioned  to  it 
for  school  purposes,  to  pay  present  indebtedness. 

Q.  Can  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  retain,  and  pay  a  teacher  in 
opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  district  and  of  the 
town  superintendent  i 

A.  Section  0  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools,  approved  April 
17,  1S4(),  provides  that  it  sliall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  the  sev- 
eral school  districts  to  contract  with,  and  employ  a  competent  teacher, 
haviupf  a  certiticate  of  license  ;  and  there  is  no  section  of  the  law  that 
provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  teacher  in  any  other  way.  "When 
a  teacher  has  been  thus  employed,  such  teacher  cannot  be  discharjred, 
except  by  the  trustees  of  the  district  in  which  he  may  be  enf;a£red,  and 
the  town  superintendent  is  bound  to  pay  the  salary  of  such  teacher,  on 
the  order  of  said  trustees,  so  long  as  such  teacher  may  continue  in  the 
service  of  said  trustees,  and  in  possession  of  a  lawful  license. 

Q.  The  superintendents  of  two  adjacent  townships  determined  to 
alter  the  boundaries  of  a  certain  school  district  formed  of  portions  of 
their  respective  townships,  and  to  incorporate  the  same.  A  notice  of 
their  intention  was  conspicuously  posted  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
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districts  to  be  affected  by  such  alteration.  Said  notice  described  the 
boundaries  of  the  district  proposed  to  be  incorporated,  and  called  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  ten  days  from  the  date  thereof,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  tlie  same.  Was  such  notice  all  that  the  law- 
requires,  in  order  to  allow  the  trustees,  of  the  districts  to  be  affected 
by  the  contemplated  alteration,  an  opportunity  to  become  associated 
with  the  town  superintendents,  as  provided  for  by  section  17  of  the 
act  of  April  17,  1840  ? 

A.  The  law  does  not  require  the  town  superintendent,  before  alter- 
ing a  district,  to  serve  a  formal  notice  of  liis  intention  upon  the  trus- 
tees, but  it  intends  that  school  districts  shall  not  be  altered  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  trustees  of  sucli  districts.  While  there  is  no 
necessity  for  calling  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  district,  in  order 
to  incorporate  the  same,  the  notice  of  such  meeting,  if  it  contain  a 
description  of  the  boundaries  of  the  district  proposed  to  be  incor- 
porated, and  if  it  be  put  up  conspicuously  within  the  limits  of  the  dis- 
tricts to  be  affected  by  such  proposed  incorporation,  is  sufficient  notice 
to  all  persons  who  may  be  affected  by  the  alteration  of  the  school  dis- 
tricts contemplated  by  such  proposed  incorporation. 

Q.  The  inhabitants  of  a  certain  incoi'porated  school  district  met 
pursuant  to  legal  notice,  and  resolved  to  raise,  by  taxation,  the  sum  of 
$2,000,  for  the  support  of  free  schools  in  said  district.  Within  the 
limits  of  said  district  there  is  one  public  school  which  is  free,  and  one 
school  under  the  care  of  a  religious  society  which  is  not  free,  but  which 
was  established  prior  to  April  17,  18-46,  and  is  entitled  to  the  benefits 
derivable  from  the  provisions  of  section  12  of  the  act  to  establish  pub- 
lic schools,  approved  on  that  day.  The  town  superintendent  excluded 
the  school  of  said  religious  society  from  a  share  of  the  $2,000,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  not  a  free  school  ;  was  he  authorized  by  law  in  so 
doing  ? 

A.  By  the  provisions  pf  section  12  of  the  act  to  establish  public 
schools,  approved  iVpril  17,  1846,  certain  schools,  under  the  care  of 
religious  societies,  or  denominations  of  christians,  are  entitled  to 
receive  just  and  ratable  proportions  of  the  money  assigned  to  the 
townships  in  which  they  are  located,  out  of  the  income  of  the  school 
fund,  and  of  such  additional  sura  as  may  be  raised  or  appropriated  by 
said  townships  for  the  support  of  public  schools. 

But  section  9  of  the  supplement  to  said  act,  approved  March  14, 
1851,  provides  that  the  trustees  of  any  school  district  may  become  in- 
corporated ;  and  section  11  of  the  same  supplement  confers  upon  said 
trustees  certain  powers,  among  which  is  that  of  raising,  by  taxation, 
for  school  purposes,  any  such  sum  of  money  as  two-thirds  of  the  in- 
habitants of  such  district,  when  duly  assembled,  may  agree  upon,  in 
addition  to  the  money  to  them  apportioned.  Such  money  may  be 
raised  for  special  purposes,  such  as  for  building  or  enlarging  a  school- 
house,  paying  existing  debts,  maintaining  free  schools,  etc.,  and  the 
money  so  raised  must  be  paid  by  the  township  cullector  into  the  hands 
of  the  town  superintendent  for  the  use  of  said  district,  and  by  him 
disbursed  on  the  order  of  the  trustees  thereof,  for  the  purposes  direct- 
ed by  the  inhabitants,  at  the  meeting  whereat  the  money  was  ordered 
to  be  raised. 
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Tlic  law  iri  very  clcir,  both  at  Hcction  12  of  tlio  act  of  April  17, 
184(!,  and  at  section  11  of  the  Kn])j)leincnt  of  March  14,  1S51.  Its 
intention  at  tlio  latter  Roction  is,  nndouhte'ily,  to  provide,  as  far  an  pos- 
sible, free  instruction  in  our  public  schools,  to  enable  tJK^  ]>coplc, 
wherever  they  may  so  desire,  to  elevate  therein  the  standard  of  learn- 
ing, and  to  secure  the  best  means  to  this  end. 

1  am  of  opinion  that  wliile  the  law  ])rovides  that  ('ortain  schools, 
under  the  care  ol  ndij^ious  societies,  shall  receive  a  ratable  j>roportion 
of  tlie  school  fund,  and  of  such  additional  sum  as  may  be  raised  or 
appropriated  by  the  toiniiNjiip  i'or  the  support  of  public  schools,  such 
schools  have  no  title  to  any  portion  of  the  money  raised  by  incorporated 
districts  for  school  purposes. 

The  attorney-ffeneral,  in  a  note  accompanyini^  his  approval  of  the 
forcujoinu^  ()j)inion,  adds  :  ''There  is  no  provision  of  the  faw^iviuf^  the 
schools  of  relit^ious  societies  any  part  of  the  money  raised  in  incor- 
porated districts  for  the  maintenaTU'e  of  free  schools.  The  money 
raised  by  the  townships  (to  which  the  schools  of  religious  societies 
have  a  right  proportionate  to  the  number  of  their  children  between 
five  and  sixteen)  has  no  connection  with  that  raised  by  a  district  for 
one  of  the  specific  purposes  stated  in  the  act. 

Q.  Can  a  district,  by  vote,  or  otherwise,  reserve  the  money  assessed 
next  spring  until  the  next  year,  and  keep  a  pay  school  open  during 
the  present  season  without  the  use  of  any  pul)lic  money? 

A.  The  public  money  apportioned  by  the  state,  and  paid  during 
the  months  of  January,  May  and  November,  as  well  as  the  money 
raised  for  school  purposes  l)y  tax,  is  intended  to  be  spent  for  such  pur- 
poses during  the  year  for  which  it  is  raised  and  apportioned.  The 
township,  or  district  school  officers  are  not,  however,  obliged  to  open 
and  maintain  a  school,  if  they  have  not  at  command  the  means  to 
do  so. 

Q.  Is  it  lawful  to  pay  over  the  public  money  to  a  teacher  who  docs 
not  procure  a  license  until  after  his  term  of  service  has  expired  ? 

A.  The  trustees  of  a  school  district  have  no  right  to  contract  with, 
and  employ  a  teacher  who  has  not  been  regularly  licensed  ;  and  if 
they  do  contract  with,  and  employ  such  a  teacher,  they  do  it  at  their 
own  personal  risk,  as  such  contract  cannot  be  binding  upon  the  dis- 
trict. The  intention  of  the  law,  in  making  it  incumbent  upon  a 
teacher  to  procure  a  certificate  of  license  before  being  entitled  to  receive 
pay,  is  to  guard  the  district  against  imposition.  When  the  teacher 
applies  for  his  pay,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  to  require  him 
to  show  his  license ;  and  if  he  have  none,  the  superintendent  may 
refuse  to  ptay  him  ;  or  may  insist  upon  his  being  cxainined  before  so 
doin^.  It  is  not  strictly  the  business  of  the  superintendent  to  inquire 
whctlier  a  teacher  is  licensed,  until  such  teacher  shall  apply  for  his 
pay  ;  but  it  would,  then,  be  a  gross  violation  of  duty  to  license  him, 
simply  that  he  might  be  entitled  to  receive  it. 
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New  Jersey  State  Normal  School, 
Trenton,  Jan.  20,  18G2. 

To  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools : 

Sir: — The  State  of  New  Jersey  has  assumed  tlie  task  of  providiiirr 
tor  the  free  education  of  "  all  the  children  Avhoni  her  soil  maintains," 
tlirough  all  coming  time.  This  is  no  less  her  undoubted  right  than 
her  bounden  duty.  The  first  law  of  the  state,  as  well  as  of  the  individ- 
ual, is  the  law  of  self-preservation.  The  state,  which  fails  to  preserve 
and  perj^etuate  itself,  is  guilty  of  treason  against  mankind.  The 
easiest,  the  cheapest,  and  the  surest.method  of  securing  the  integrity 
and  perpetuity  of  a  state,  is  that  of  educating  the  massess.  The  child 
is  father  of  the  man.  The  children — all  the  children  of  the  common- 
wealth— must  be  moulded  and  fashioned  to  that  order  of  ideas  and  of 
things  which  it  is  designed  to  perpetuate,  if  we  expect  to  secure  to 
our  successors  the  rich  inheritance  transmitted  to  us  by  the  patriots 
and  sages  of  the  revolution. 

This  work  of  training,  and  of  enliglitenment,  is  possible  only  through 
a  well  organized  and  elticiently  conducted  system  of  schools,  established 
in  every  neighborhood,  and  opening  its  doors,  "  without  money  and 
without  price,"  to  every  child.  The  first  step  towards  the  realization 
of  this  scheme  was  taken  by  New  Jersey  in  the  year  ISIT,  when  the 
foundations  of  the  present  school  fund  were  laid  by  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature of  that  year.  By  successive  additions  this  fund  has  been  in- 
creased, until  it  produces  an  available  income  of  $40,000,  which  is 
annually  distributed  among  the  public  schools. 

No  benefit  was  derived  from  the  fund  thus  established,  however, 
until  the  year  1820,  which  was  signalized  by  the  passage  of  "  an  act  to 
establish  common  schools."  This  act  required  the  trustees  of  the 
school  fund,  which  board  had  been  created  by  legislation  to  that  effect 
in  1818,  to  appropriate  $"20,000  annually  from  the  income  of  the  said 
fund  to  the  several  counties  of  the  state  for  the  support  of  common 
schools.  The  law  of  1829  also  created  township  committees  for  the 
visitation  of  schools  and  the  examination  of  teachers.     It  also  provided 
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for  the  formation  of  school  districts.  This  law  is  the  foundation  of  the 
system  now  in  force.  Subsequent  legislation  has  modified  [it  by  sub- 
stitutius;  town  superintendents,  increasing  the  appropriations  from 
the  income  of  the  school  fund,  making  a  like  appropriation  from  the 
treasury  of  the  state,  creating  the  office  of  count}'  examiners  and  of 
state  superintendents,  and  finally  in  making  provisions  for  the  supply 
of  well  qualified  teachers  through  the  county  teachers'  institutes  and 
the  State  Normal  School. 

I  have  thus  reviewed  the  legislation  of  the  state  upon  this  subject, 
in  order  to  deduce  therefrom  the  accessories  and  the  vital  necessities 
of  a  free  school  system  which  shall  be  equal  to  the  great  task  which 
lias  been  undertaken.     These  necessities  are  the  following  : 

1.  Ample  pecuniary  provision  for  the  liberal  support  of  the  schools 
by  means  of  a  school  fund  and  an  equitable  system,  either  of  general 
or  local  taxation,  or  both,  upon  the  property  ;  for  the  property  of  the 
state  should  educate  the  mind  of  the  state,  since  it  is  the  mind  that 
gives  to  property  its  value. 

2.  Schools  being  established,  they  must  be  frequently  and  thor- 
oughly supervised,  and  their  teachers  examined  and  duly  licensed  by 
officers  who  shall  be  held  to  a  rigid  responsibility  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  As  no  business  enterprise  can  prosper  with- 
out close  and  intelligent  scrutiny,  so  a  system  of  schools  must  languish 
and  decay,  if  deprived  of  the  life-giving  power  of  a  searching  super- 
vision, both  local  and  general. 

3.  J3ut  the  most  indispensable  of  all  the  requirements  of  the  sys- 
tem is  that  of  a  full  and  constant  supply  of  well  qualified  teachers. 
As  is  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school.  An  incompetent  teacher  fails  to 
make  a  good  school,  and  without  (jood  schools,  the  objects  of  all  the 
other  provisions  of  the  system  are  defeated.  A  poor  school  is  always 
a  bad  investment,  however  small  the  cost.  A  good  school  is  always 
cheap,  however  liberal  the  expenditure  for  its  support.  Teachers' 
institutes  and  associations,  educational  books  and  periodicals,  and  nor- 
mal schools,  are  true  and  efficient  instrumentalities  for  meeting  the 
greatest  want  of  the  day — that  of  the  competent,  faithful,  devoted 
teachers.  Teachers,  like  other  professional  persons,  must  be  produced, 
and  can  be  produced  only  by  adapting  means  to  ends.  Jlence  the 
Normal  School. 

These  principles  cannot  be  too  thorougldy  understood  by  the  com- 
munity.    Hence  they  will  bear  frequent  repetition. 

It  was  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  convictions  that  tho.  Nor- 
mal School  of  New  Jersey  was  established.  It  is  the  fountain-head 
of  the  system,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  the  success  of  that  system 
which  it  is  gradually  moulding  into  form  and  comeliness,  by  helping 
to  produce  a  supply  of  teachers  of  which  it  has  trained,  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  period,  about  5(»0.  Duiing  the  past  year,  it  has  afforded  in- 
struction to ,  in  addition  to  the  teachers'  class  in  the  preparatory 

school,  which  numbers  IS.  The  total  number,  therefore,  for  the  year 
under  tuition  is . 

The  number  in  attendance  during  the  year  has  been  somewhat 
affected  by  the  calamities  of  the  times.  The  pupils  are,  for  the  most, 
part,  poor.     Many  of  them   are  obliged  to   borrow  the  means  with 
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which  to  uroparc  tlicmBclvcH  for  tlio  duties  of  ft  teacher.  Sueli  j>cr- 
sona  arc  alway.s  the  (irHt  to  feel  a  fiiiancifil  j>refi.siire,  and  are  ahvavB 
the  llPHt  to  Hucciiinb  to  tlic  necenBitiefl  of  "  the  situation."  The  ao- 
niand  for  normal  trained  teacliers  is  still  increasing,  and  the  supply  is 
inadccpiato  to  meet  it.  This  is  the  best  evidence  that  could  be  afford- 
ed of  the  aj>preciation  with  which  tlu^y  are  regarded  by  an  intcUit^ent 
people.  Tli(;re  are  those  who  still  clamor  for  the  destruction  ol  the 
institution,  mainly  on  tlu;  j^round  of  its  expense,  and  of  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  times.  Hut  the  most  instructive  lei-son  taught  by  the 
troubles  of  the  hour  is,  that  ignorance  and  its  concomitant  evils  arc  at 
the  foundation  of  all  our  national  woes.  While  such  is  the  case,  it  is 
madness  to  talk  of  the  annihilation  of  those  institutions  which  arc  the 
fountains  of  that  intellectual  and  morallife  which  ought  to  pervade 
our  whole  people. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  F.  PI  IK  LPS, 

Principal. 
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ATLANTIC  COUNTY. 


ATLANTIC   OITT. 


I  am  happv  to  say  that,  in  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  tlie  condition 
of  our  scliool  (we  have  but  one),  it  is  in  a  more  flourishing  condition 
than  it  was  when  I  sent  you  my  last  report. 

The  teacher  who  is  in  charge  is  the  same  who  first  opened  our  pub- 
lic school ;  has  served  a  little  more  than  two  years,  and  has  labored 
faithfully  against  every  opposition. 

When  he  commenced  operations  here  there  was  no  regular  school 
in  this  city.  The  few  who  had  attempted  to  teach,  had  soon  become 
discouraged,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  the  children  had  become 
wild  and  unruly.  This,  you  are  well  aware,  did  not  make  the  path  of 
the  teacher  very  smooth.  Parents,  too,  were  ready  to  listen  to  ever/ 
report  their  children  might  put  in  circulation,  because  they  were 
placed  under  a  wholesome  restraint.  Obstacles  were  thrown  in  his 
way,  which  were  hard  to  overcome,  by  men  of  standing,  who  should 
have  been  the  last  to  oppose  anything  which  had  a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  of  education  ;  but,  through  the  efforts  of  some  few  of 
our  leading  citizens,  and  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  trustees,  and,  I 
may  say,  the  indomitable  perseverance  and  industry  of  the  teacher,  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  the  school  has  become  one  of  the  public  institu- 
tions of  the  city  of  Atlantic. 

There  is  more  interest  manifested  at  the  present  time  in  education  by 


mended.  This  will  have  a  tendency  to  relieve  the  public  scliool,  as 
some  of  the  larger  scholare  may  be  placed  where  they  will  not  be  en- 
cumbered with  the  crowd,  which,  you  must  perdcive  by  my  report, 
is  the  case  in  our  public  school. 
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The  scbool  system  is  good  enough,  if  properly  carried  out.  I  can- 
not, therefore,  oflcr  any  recommendation,  or  suggest  any  alteration  or 
amendment. 

WM.  SOUDER, 
Town  /Superintendent. 


EOQ   HAEBOE  CITY. 

We  would  respectfully  report,  that  we  liave  only  one  public  school 
in  this  city,  in  wliicli  are  taught  the  common  branches  of  education, 
principally  in  the  Gerinan  langiiaofe.  The  school  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition — the  people  being  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  great  sub- 
ject of  education,  as  shown  by  the  liberal  appropriation  made  for 
school  purposes.  We  consider  it  important  that  we  should  have  a 
department  attached  to  our  school,  in  which  the  rudiments  of  the 
English  language  will  be  correctly  and  thoroughly  taught. 

^0  soon  as  business  revives  we  shall  endeavor  to  establish  it.  Our 
house,  too,  though  large,  is  not  well  fitted  for  school ;  a  new  and  con- 
venient one  is  much  needed,  and  we  hope  soon  to  have  it. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  ''Series  No.  2,"  from  which  you  can 
gather  the  general  information  you  desire. 

MORITZ  STUTZBACH, 
TH.  KUNTHMANN, 

Committee. 


GALLOWAY. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  my  report,  but  I  cannot  vouch  for  it  bein^ 
exactly  correct,  as  I  cannot  impress  the  minds  of  all  the  trustees  and 
teachers  with  the  importance  of  making  out  their  returns.  We  raised 
by  tax  in  the  township,  this  present  year,  twelve  hundred  and  nine 
dollars  for  educational  purposes,  and  received  from  the  state  three 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  thirty -six  cents. 

There  seems  to  be  an  interest  manifested  in  the  cause  of  education 
at  present.  In  Galloway,  eight  of  our  school-houses  have  convenient 
desks  and  seats.  All  the  teachers  are  lawfully  licensed  by  the  board 
of  examiners. 

GIDEON  CONOVER, 

Town  /Superintendent. 


HAMILTON. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that,  notwithstanding  the  cause  of 
education^ docs  not  receive  the  attention  which  its  importance  de- 
mands, yet  there  is  an  increasing  interest.  Tiie  schools  arc  in  good 
condition,  and  most  of  them  are  taught  by  those  well  qualified  to 
teach  all  that  is  required  of  them. 

We  have  built  one  new  school-house  during  the   year,  and   are 
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about  to  erect  two  others.  When  these  are  erected,  we  shnll  have  a 
good  liouBO  in  every  district,  except  May's  Landing.  In  this  district 
there  are  two  schools,  eacli  tau^lit  in  the  hasement  of  the  two  clinrcheg. 
I  slionld  pr(!;itly  rejoice  if  they  w«»uld  Ijuild  a  suitahhi  public  ficliool- 
honse,  and  unite  the  two  schools  in  one  fjradcd  school,  with  two 
teachers;  this,  I  think,  would  f^rcjitly  b(;ncfit  the  cause  of  education. 
Tiie  board  of  freeholders  aj)j)ointcd  two  examiners  for  public  rcIiooIb, 
and  they  have  been  discharging  their  duties  with  good  results. 

ClIAS.  E.  P.  MAY  HEW, 

Towfi  SuperintendaU. 


IfULLIOA. 

Owing  to  my  inaliility  to  get  reports  from  all  the  districts,  it  \i  im- 
possible for  me  to  niakc  a  full  report  to  you. 

Some  of  the  districts  have  employed  different  teachers  during  the 
year,  and  those  who  have  gone,  have  left  no  register,  and  most  all  of 
our  present  teachers  have  not  finished  a  term  yet,  so  that  their  reports 
are  not  of  much  value. 

In  some  of  our  districts  the  people  take  a  good  deal  of  interest  in 
schools,  but  in  others  the  majority  seem  to  care  very  little  about 
them. 

As  far  as  voting  for  school  money  is  concerned,  we  are  quite  liberal, 
but  after  that,  the  schools  seem  to  be  a  secondary  matter,  as  it  seerai 
that  our  officers  pay  township  bills  first,  to  such  an  extent,  that  when 
the  school  money  is  called  for,  there  is  never  enough.  The  township 
is  in  debt,  and  has  considerable  paper  out. 

I  have,  so  far,  only  received  forty-two  per  cent,  of  our  last  year'i 
appropriation,  and  none  of  the  state  money  ;  there  are  also  deficiencica 
from  previous  years,  and  the  township  seems  to  be  the  defaulter. 
What  is  to  be  done? 

Wc  liave  some  very  good  teachers,  and  they  are  all  licensed ;  but, 
owing  to  our  not  being  able  to  keep  them  employed  more  than  half 
the  your,  in  most  of  tlie  districts,  they  are  obliged  to  look  elsewhere 
for  oniploymcnt,  and  we  are  constantly  changing  teachers,  often  to 
the  detriment  of  the  schools — which  is,  also,  principally  the  cause  of 
our  meagre  reports — though  the  last  might  be  obviated  by  requiring 
each  school  to  keep  a  book,  in  which  each  teacher  shall  keep  the 
records  of  the  school,  and  tra,nsfer  the  same  to  his  or  her  successor,  or 
to  the  trustees. 

JAS.  H.  CURL, 

Town  SupfrinUndcnL 
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BURLINGTON  COUNTY. 


BEVERLY. 


In  consequence  of  the  severe  trial  that  the  stability  of  our  govern- 
inent  is  now  undergoing,  less  attention  has  been  given  to  schools  in 
this  township  than  for  a  few  years  past,  though  the  want  of  interest, 
and  of  material  support,  is  less  than  might  naturally  have  been  feared. 

Our  schools  are  all  kept  open  nearly  their  usual  length  of  time,  and 
the  attendance  is  nearly  as  good  as  usual,  and  some  little  retrench- 
ment of  expenses  has  been  inaugurated. 

For  my  owu  part,  I  am  very  auxious  that  the  generation  now  rising 
Tip  should  not  be  compelled,  as  some  of  those  of  '76  were,  to  say,  in 
extenuation  of  their  want  of  education  :  "  I  was  raised  during  the  war, 
and  so  didn't  get  much  learning." 

One  private  school,  of  a  high  grade,  for  young  ladies  (Madam 
Clement's),  has  this  year  been  removed  from  among  us  to  Germantown, 
Pa. ;  but  Rev.  M.  L.  Hofford's  private  academy  seems  to  be  in  quite  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  the  Farnum  School  (state  branch  of  nor- 
mal) is  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than  it  was  last  year.  Under 
the  cflicient  management  of  its  present  principal,  C.  R.  Abbott,  esq., 
it  seems  to  be  steadily  increasing  in  usefulness. 

From  the  absence  of  reports  from  trustees  and  press  of  engage- 
ments in  the  war  direction,  I  have  been  compelled  to  give  you  esti- 
mates in  answer  to  many  of  your  questions,  as  well  as  to  fail  (which  I 
much  regret)  to  respond  to  your  request  in  forwarding,  as  you  wished, 
by  the  middle  of  October,  the  answers  to  your  first  series  of  questions. 

A.  H.  NICHOLS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BURLINGTON. 

I  have  little  fo  add  to  my  statistical  report,  which  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. The  school-houses  in  this  township,  under  my  superin- 
tendency,  are  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  erect- 
ed, and  are  in  a  good  state  of  repair.  The  schools  are  generally  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  and  are  kept  open  during  a  greater  portion  of 
the  year  ;  but  the  neglect  of  the  state  to  pay  the  moneys  due  from  it 
to  tne  schools,  is  a  source  of  great  embarrassment,  as  funds  sufficient 
to  pay  the  teachers  the  amount  now  due  them  must  be  raised  by 
loan,  or  they  will  be  compelled  to  wait  until  such  time  as  the  money 
raised  by  tax  is  collected. 

The  schools  in  the  city  of  Burlington  are  conducted  in  an  excellent 
manner,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  any  of  the  public  schools  in 
the  state,  teachers  of  high  attainments  having  charge  of  their  various 
departments.  They  have  been  kept  open  during  the  whole  year,  and 
thorough  instruction  given  in  the  following  branches  : 

Reading,  writing,  spelling,  composition,  etymology,  English  gram- 
mar, geography,  bookkeeping,  arithmetic,  algebra,  mensuration,  Bur- 
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vcyin^,  aimlylical  iind  synthetical  gcoinctry,  navi^^ation,  pliypiolo^'j, 
natural  ])Iiil()S(»iiIiy,  dilleroiitial  and  integral  calculus  and  United 
StatcH  cunKtitutiun. 

Sonio  of  the  country  schools — where  thctnistccs  can  bo  made  to  take 
an  interest  in  their  welfare — arc  doing  well  ;  while,  in  others,  in  conso- 
qucnce  of  the  a])at]iy  and  narrow-ideacd  policy  of  parents  and  trustees, 
very  little,  if  any,  advaiiccTnent  takes  place — yet,  at  present,  much  is 
to  be  h()p<'d.  Strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  to  arouse  these 
slecperH,  and  there  is  now  to  bo  seen  the  germ  of  a  ncvr  dcvclojirnent, 
which  may  change  the  dark  aspect  of  the  dJBtrict.s  referred  to. 

JOim  M.  IIIGBIE, 

l^own  Superinie7idcni. 


0UE8TEB. 

In  making  out  the  answers  to  the  questions  furnished  me  by  your- 
self, 1  liave  endeavored  to  do  so  correctly  ;  ])ut,  owing  to  the  frequent 
change  of  teachers,  and  the  loose  manner  in  which  the  school  registers 
are  kept,  it  is  impossible  to  do  it  properly. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  minds  ot  the  people  of  this  section  in  re- 
gard to  education — it  still  drags  its  slow  length  along — and  the  report 
of  last  year  will  very  well  answer  for  this.  The  normal  system  is 
slowly,  but  surely,  gaining  strength  in  this  section,  and  will,  in  a  few 
years,  I  think,  take  the  place  of  all  others ;  the  schools  arc  better  dis- 
ciplined and  better  attended — the  teachers,  having  been  subject  to 
"law  and  order,"  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  principles  in  the  schools 
over  which  they  preside,  and  the  consequence  will  be,  our  children 
will  be  better  fitted  to  become  teachers  than  they  would  under  the 
old  system.  There  is  one  point  in  the  school  law  which,  in  ray  opin- 
ion (and  others  are  of  the  same  mind),  should  receive  some  attention 
or  alteration  :  it  is  where  it  says  that  no  teacher  shall  receive  any 
money  unless  he  has  a  certificate  of  license  to  teach  from  a  board  of 
examiners,  or  town  superintendent,  but,  at  the  same  time,  allows  the 
trustees  of  any  school  to  draw  the  funds  appropriated  to  such  school, 
and  pay  them  to  any  one  they  sec  proper,  wliether  they  possess  a 
license  or  not.  Tlic  trustees  appoint  whom  they  please  to  teach  their 
school — probably  some  one  not  at  all  competent ;  the  town  superin- 
tendent refuses  to  grant  him  license,  but  they  tell  him  to  go  on.  they 
will  see  that  he  gets  the  lund  from  the  state,  etc.  They,  agreeably  to 
law,  make  out  their  order,  and  the  superintendent  is  compelled  to  pay 
the  money  to  the  trustees,  and  they  to  any  one  they  employ,  whetner 
competent  or  not.  Such  is  the  interpretation  of  the  law  nere.  Would 
it  were  otherwise. 

EDWAKD  ALLEN, 

Town  Sujpej'iyvtend^U. 

CHESTERFIELD. 

I  have  but  little  to  say  in  regard  to  our  schools ;  they  remain  in 
about  the  same  condition  as  last  year,  with  the  exception  of  one  new 
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Bcliool.  There  is  but  little  disposition  manifested  in  some  districts  in 
regard  to  schooling.  Our  county  has  no  hoard  of  examiners.  There 
are  two  schools  under  the  control  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  which  re- 
ceive tho  public  money,  and  this  fact  causes  some  dissatisfaction  in 
the  district  in  which  they  are  located;  they  are  called  public  schools, 
and  are  generally  well  conducted. 

AAHON  BUNTING, 

ToTJon  Sujpermtendent. 


OINNAMINSON. 

The  statistics  herewith  submitted  are  as  accurate  as  it  is  in  my 
power  to  make  them.  Examiners  have  not  been  appointed,  which 
makes  it  fall  to  the  superintendent's  lot  to  examine  and  license  the 
teachers ;  but,  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  they  are  very  well 
qualified  for  the  business,  and  appear  to  give  general  satiffaction.  We 
have  had  some  four  female  teachers,  from  the  State  Normal  School, 
teaching  in  our  township  during  the  year,  and  have  two  at  the  present 
time.  The  employers  are  becoming  more  and  more  alive  to  the 
cause  of  education ;  so  much  so  that  they  intend  to  have  free  schools 
the  present  year. 

JOHN  S.  STILES, 

Town  Superintende7),t. 


LITTLE  EGO  HARBOR. 

The  e3q-»ectation  of  improvement  in  our  schools,  expressed  in  my 
report  of  last  year,  has  not  been  realized  as  fully  as  I  had  hoped ; 
although  I  am  gratified  to  state  that  the  public  mind  is  becoming  better 
instructed  as  to  the  value  and  necessity  of  good  schools  and  competent 
teachers. 

The  average  number  of  months  that  schools  have  been  kept  is  a 
trifle  less  than  it  was  last  year.  The  decline  has  been  in  the  smaller 
districts. 

In  three  districts,  schools  have  been  kept  nine  months ;  in  one, 
eight  months ;  in  two,  six  months  ;  in  three,  three  months,  and  in  one 
no  public  school  has  been  taught  during  the  past  year.  A  private 
school  was,  however,  sustained  in  the  last-named  district  for  a  few 
months. 

In  district  No.  2  (village  of  Tuckerton),  in  addition  to  the  public 
school,  which  has  been  taught  nine  months,  a  select  school  has  been 
in  successful  operation  under  the  care  of  an  excellent  and  efiicient 
female  teacher,  for  the  same  period  ;  and  a  smaller  private  school  has 
also  been  kept  six  months  in  the  same  district,  by  a  lady,  with  appar- 
ent satisfaction  to  its  patrons.  The  teacher  of  the  public  school  in 
this  district  (No.  2)  is  a  very  excellent,  thorough  and  systematic  gen- 
tleman, and  the  standard  of  the  school  is  rapidly  rising  under  his 
management. 

In  a  few  of  the  districts  the  trustees  have  still  adhered  to  their 
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ancient  oiiHtom  of  conRidcn-iiif^  jxTiiniury  ratli(!r  tliau  educational  in- 
terests in  cnii)loying  tCiU'lierH  ;  iiiid  in  two  iiistaiiccs  in  tlio  j)a.st  year 
I  have  rofuaed  to  certify  to  the  competency  of  a  teaclicr  while  ^rant- 
inp  a  iiccnso,  sayitip^  sonictliin'^  like  this :  "and  finding  him  not  com- 
petent as  to  8('liolarHlii(),  but  of  ^ood  moral  character"  (which  was  true 
m  botli  instances)  "we  do  liercihy  license;  him,"  etc;.  They  were  both 
cmploy(!d,  and  had  entered  upon  their  duties,  before  examination,  and 
the  only  ajiolof^y  which  I  have  to  offer  for  tlic  doubtful  propriety  of 
such  a  ('(Mirso,  is  raywdnnri/. 

In  the  larnjer  nund)er  of  the  districts,  however,  the  schools  have  been 
taught  by  comjK'tent  and  worthy  persons,  many  of  whom  it  would  give 
me  pleasure  to  jiarticniarizc,  if  space  would  ])ermit. 


Free  sclntols  are  fast  j]jrowin<!^  into  favor  in  this  township.     With 

the  pul 
funds  arc  cxhau^;ted  ;  and  they  are  usually  the  only  Bchools  in  tncdis- 


only  two  exceptions,  1  believe,  they  are  all  kej»t  free  until  the  public 


trict  during  the  year. 

Every  district,  however,  has  sufficient  funds  to  teach  one  term  of 
three  months,  at  least. 

The  indiflerenee  shown  by  the  public  upon  the  subject  of  education 
is  wonderful,  when  we  reflect  upon  it  a  moment.  Parents  almost 
never  visit  the  schools,  trustees  very  seldom,  and  in  some  districts 
the  only  visiter  which  the  teacher  ever  sees  inside  the  school-room, 
is  the  superintendent. 

This  fact  is  remarkable,  when  we  consider  wliat  close  attention  men 
usually  p^ive  to  the  proficiency  and  skill  of  those  whom  they  engage  in 
any  other  capacity.  Iso  one  thinks  of  employing  a  mechanic,  a 
laborer,  or  an  artisan,  and  of  leaving  the  whole  direction  and  accom- 
plishment of  the  work  to  him  alone,  lie  will,  at  least  occasionally, 
visit  it,  and  give  it  a  partial  supervision. 

Another  evidence  t)f  this  lack  of  interest  is  found  in  the  great  de- 
ficiency of  comfort,  elegance,  taste  and  convenience,  displayed  in  the 
choice  of  location,  and  inside  arrangement  of  school-houses. 

Not  one  scliool-house  in  this  township  has  a  regularly  enclosed  play- 
ground attached  to  it ;  more  than  half  arc  without  the  most  needful 
and  humane  conveniencies  out  of  doors,  and  deficient  in  many  comforts 
and  useful  appliances  within. 

Stuck  away  in  some  by-place  in  the  woods,  or  on  the  side  of  a  street 
or  road,  in  some  nook  or  corner  which  cannot  be  profitably  occupied 
for  any  other  pur})ose,  and  (with  one  single  exception)  without  adorn- 
ment and  witliout  paint,  they  stand  forth  the  sorrowful  and  weather- 
beaten  monuments  of  ignorance,  parsimony,  and  public  neglect. 

The  evils  and  sorrows  which  atHict  our  beloved  countrv,  will  un- 
doubtedly atYect,  in  a  measure,  the  interests  of  our  public  scliools  ;  but 
let  us  trust  that  lie  who  holds  in  his  hands  the  destinies  of  nations 
and  of  men  will  long  preserve  and  continue  to  us,  and  to  oiir  children, 
our  liberties  and  institutions. 

THEOS.  T.  PRICE, 

T(nm  Superintendent. 
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MEDFORD. 

In  forwarding  my  report  for  this  townsliip,  I  would  say,  I  have  en- 
deavored to  fill  up  the  blanks  sent  me  as  correctly  as  possible.  In  re- 
gard to  attendance,  it  is  impossible  to  give  a  correct  statement;  I  have 
not  received  the  reports  as  I  should  ;  the  consequence  is,  I  cannot 
report  as  I  desire.  There  are  six  districts  in  our  township ;  five  of 
them  have  one  school  each,  which  are  owned  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
district,  and  most  of  them  are  taught  by  females  in  the  summer,  and 
males  in  the  winter ;  in  one  of  them  (Brace  road  district),  the  Bchool- 
house  is  poor.     We  want  a  new  one. 

One  district  (Medford),  has  five  schools,  all  owned  by  societies  or 
individuals  ;  three  of  them  are  taught  by  females  yearly  ;  one  of  them 
is  a  boarding  and  day  school,  taught  by  a  male  yearly. 

The  division  of  our  township  has  taken  olF  three  districts,  which 
can  be  seen  by  the  money  answers. 

WM.  COWPERTIIWAIT, 

Toion  Superintendent. 


NEW   HANOVER. 

In  presenting  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in 
the  township,  1  have  nothing  of  special  interest  to  record.  All  the 
schools  have  been  made  free  this  year,  and  been  kept  open  all  the 
year,  except  the  usual  vacations.  There  are  seven  districts  in  the 
township,  six  of  which  have  school-houses,  and  all  are  supplied  with 
reasonably  good  teachers — three  males  and  three  females,  who  are 
licensed  by  the  trustees  and  town  superintendent.  I  cannot  say  there 
has  been  any  marked  improvement  in  our  schools  the  past  year ; 
while  some  are  kept  up  with  an  increased  degree  of  interest,  others 
are  still  moving  on  in  the  old  way.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  that  in- 
terest on  the  part  of  parents  which  should  prompt  them  to  greater 
exertion  in  the  education  of  their  children.  They  are  too  willing  to 
have  the  whole  matter  in  charge  of  the  teachers,  when  they  should  be 
co-workers  in  the  great  task  ot  training  up  their  children  in  the  way 
they  should  go.  I  trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  all  will  see 
the  great  necessity  of  renewed  energy  in  the  cause  of  education  in  our 
land,  and  not  spare  their  time  nor  means  in  accomplishing  the  great 
object. 

DANIEL  LAME, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PEMBERTON. 

I  report  as  follows  : 

Public  money  received  tliis  year,  $200;  money  to  be  raised  by 
township,  $400  ;  scholars  in  township,  800 ;  schools,  all  reported  cz- 
cept  one  ;  nine  schools  in  district ;  only  three  kept  as  free  schools  ; 
the  others,  part  pay,  part  free.     About  one-half  the  whole  number 
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attend  diiririf^  tlio  year.  In  IIiohc  bcIiooI.-*  which  draw  jmhlic  money 
the  tuachei'ri  an;  all  liccn.Hod.  The  arii<»iirit  a|»jK»rti«»n(;(l  tof-ach  soliolar 
has  been  twenty-tlirec  ccntu,  bo  far,  for  this  year.  Registers  arc  not 
kept  in  our  schools,  as  you  re(]ue.st.  The  teachers  are  chanj^cd  bo 
often,  that  in  the  suninior  the  schools  are  f^c^nerally  tauplit  by  females, 
and  in  the  winter  by  males.  Our  general  salary  for  females  is  about 
fifty  dollars  per  ((uarter  ;  the  males,  as  they  can  be  emjtloyed.  There 
are  nine  school-houacs  in  the  district  in  I'endierton  township,  seven 
of  which  have  been  taught  this  yOar ;  in  the  other  two  there  will  be 
teachers  this  winter.  Our  township  voted  last  year  to  raise  $1,500, 
but  only  j)aid  $.SUO  ;  so  you  sec  that  there  is  some  uncertainty  in  our 
makinn;  ji  report  of  tlie  state,  county,  and  of  the  township  money  this 
year.  We  have  only  one  teacher  from  the  Normal  School  this  year, 
N.  B. — There  is  not  that  general  interest  felt  in  rej^ard  to  public 
schools  in  this  township,  that  our  fav(jrable  circumstaiu'es  of  location 
might  lead  us  to  exj)e(;t.  I  believe  the  inhabitants  of  Pemberton 
township  would  be  willing  to  raise  more  money,  and  thus  make  all 
our  schools  free,  but  it  does  not  meet  their  expectations  ot  permanent 


good. 


JOS.  J.  SLEEPER, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BODTUAilPTON. 

I  regret  that  the  ^questions  are  so  imperfectly  answered ;  but  our 
teachers  do  not,  as  a  general  thing,  send  in  their  report — consequently 
ours  must  be  comparatively  meagre. 

I  have  reason  to  think  that  our  people  are  manifesting  more  inter- 
est in  educational  matters.  Teachers  of  a  better  class  are  sought 
after ;  school-rooms  are  being  overhauled,  and  made  more  comfort- 
able; trustees  do  not  seem  to  think  it  of  so  little  importance  to  visit 
their  respective  schools  as  formerly.  In  some  cases,  chairs — comfort- 
able chairs — are  being  substituted  for  long,  high,  no-backed  benches. 
Most  of  our  schools  can  and  do  remain  open  all  the  desirable  part  of 
the  year.  Our  funds  seem  to  be  nearly  adequate  for  said  purpose;  in 
one  or  two  districts  the  amount  raised  will  not  quite  do  it,  but  the 
people  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  and  make  up  the  deficiency. 

ALEX.  ELWELL, 

Toimi  Superitiiendent. 


SPRINGFIELD. 

If  I  am  bound  to  send  a  written  report  of  the  state  and  condition 
of  the  schools  in  the  township  of  Springfield,  in  the  county  of  Bur- 
lington, I  can  say  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  my  duty,  according 
to  my  ability.  1  have  answered  the  questions  received  from  the  state 
superintendent  as  near  as  I  could,  from  accounts  furnished  me  by  our 
teachers.  I  have  collected  all  the  public  money  I  could  get,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  raise  all  that  has  been  reported  to  belong  to  our 
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township.  The  teachers  compLain  of  not  getting  it  in  time ;  some  of 
them  have  families  to  support,  and  no  other  source  to  depend  upon. 
I  think  tlie  trustees  liave  tried  to  select  the  best  teachers  they  could, 
and  the  schools  appear  to  be  doing  well. 

DANIEL  S.  KELLEY, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WASHINGTON. 

I  herewith  transmit  my  report,  exhibiting  the  condition  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  in  this  township,  as  near  as  I  can,  independent  of  any  re- 
ports from  the  trustees  of  the  several  districts. 

Our  school  interest  remains  very  much  as  last  year ;  there  is  but 
little  alteration  in  the  condition  or  management  of  our  schools. 

"VVe  raised  by  tax  the  present  year,  for  school  purposes,  $1,000 — 
being  an  increase  of  $200  over  last  year. 

The  interest  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  township,  in  raising  money 
for  the  support  of  public  schools,  is  manifestly  increasing. 

WM.  SOOY, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WESTHAMITON. 

I  have  made  out  the  answers  for  the  second  series  of  questions,  so 
far  as  the  imperfect  information  received  from  teachers  has  enabled 
me  to  do  so,  and  I  herewith  enclose  and  forward  them.  In  cases 
where  I  have  received  no  report  from  teachers,  I  have  obtained  the 
most  accurate  information  I  could  from  inquiry,  and  I  believe  the 
summary,  though  not  perfectly  accurate,  is  nearly  so. 

There  is  great  lack  of  interest  in  the  schools  of  this  township,  and 
the  salaries  of  teachers  are  too  low  to  obtain  those  of  the  first  class. 
Many  persons  send  their  children  to  Mount  Holly,  and  some  to  other 
schools  out  of  the  township. 

There  are  two  schools  at  Rancocas  not  reported  as  public  schools, 
because  they  belong  to  the  Society  of  Friends  and  are  under  the 
care  of  committees  of  the  society,  which  are  as  well  supported  and  at- 
tended as  any  others  in  the  township ;  tliey  are  both  in  one  district. 
In  another  district,  having  trustees  and  receiving  public  money,  there 
has  been  no  school  for  several  years.  I  suggested  to  the  trustees  to 
unite  their  district  to  the  others  adjoining,  but  they  were  not  willing. 

Three  of  the  school-houses  are  very  deficient  in  suitable  desks,  seats, 
etc.,  and  need  repairing.  \ 

I  think  greater  liberality  and  a  deeper  sense  of  the  importance  of 
education  is  what  is  needed  to  improve  our  schools. 

Several  of  the  districts  use  only  the  public  money,  and  when  that 
is  exhausted,  close  their  schools. 

DAVID  FERRIS, 

Towji  Superintendent. 
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BERGEN  COUNTY. 


FRANKUN. 


In  accordance  witli  my  duty  as  town  Hupcrintcndcnt,  I  herewith 
traiiRinit  my  roj)ort  lor  tlio  curix-iit  year,  which  is  as  accurate  a»  I  can 
po68ihly  make  it,  owiii^  to  the  neglect  of  the  trustees  and  teachers,  ia 
most  of  the  districts,  to  i<cep  the  requisite  registers.  This  bcinc  my 
first  year's  service  as  superintendent,  1  cannot  jud'^e  of  tlie  condition 
of  the  schools  in  tins  township  in  comparison  with  former  ycara. 
The  chani^e  of  teachers  in  our  schools  is  too  frerjuont  for  the  inter- 
ests of  the  pupils.  No  money  is  raised  l)y  township  tax,  which  is  the 
greatest  cause  of  the  frecpient  change  in  teachers,  as  we  arc  thereby 
unable  to  pay  competent  tcachera  such  salaries  as  they  can  get  ia 
other  townships  where  tax  is  raised.     We  have  four  school-houses  in 

good  order,  nearly  new  ;  the  remainder  are  comfortable,  although  be- 
iud  the  age  in  outward  appearance.  The  most  of  our  teachers  are 
■well  qualiiied  for  their  work.  I  am  ])leascd  to  say  that  some  trustees 
have  munifestetl  much  interest  and  satislaction  in  visiting,  with  me, 
their  schools,  and  if  parents  would  do  the  same,  much  might  be  gained^ 
and  many  compaints  hushed. 

In  conclusion,  let  mo  say,  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when 
we  shall  all  take  a  deeper  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  our  schools. 

JOHN  STAGG, 
Town  Superintendent. 


IIACKENSACK. 


School  registers  of  attendance  were  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the 
township  to  all  the  schools,  in  the  spring  of  1856.  They  show  the 
names  of  the  parents  of  the  pupils,  the  names  and  a^cs  of  the  pupils, 
and  the  number  of  days  each  one  has  attended  school  during  the  year. 
The  registers,  which  arc  not  expensive,  will,  with  proper  care,  last 
twenty  years  or  more.  A  full  description  of  them  may  be  found  in 
my  report  to  the  state  superintendent  in  1S56. 

To  secure  from  the  several  districts  full  and  accurate  reports,  it  is 
my  practice  to  send  to  each  teacher  a  printed  form  to  be  filled  out  by 
him  on  or  before  the  middle  of  November.  The  form  embraces  the 
following  particulars,  in  addition  to  those  mentioned  above,  viz. : 
The  average  daily  attendance  ;  the  number  of  months  the  school  has 
been  kept  open  during  the  year  ;  the  terms  of  tuition  ;  the  number  of 
colored  children  who  iiave  attended  ;  the  amount  of  salary  per  year  ; 
the  repairs  done  and  improvements  made  to  the  school-house,  and' their 
cost ;  the  branches  taught,  etc. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  these  blank  forms  are  returned  to 
me  completed,  and  in  a  manner  to  satisfy  me  that  great  accuracv  has 
been  observed  in  the  keeping  of  the  registers. 

Wo  have  no  county  examiners.     The  school-houses  are  all  in  good 
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condition,  and  generally  well  supplied  with  the  necessary  apparatus. 

The  schools  arc  well  conducted,  and  unabated  interest  is  manifested 
by  parents,  trustees,  and  the  people  generally,  in  behalf  of  public  edu- 
cation.    Three  of  the  schools  are  entirely  free. 

There  are  in  this  township  one  female  institute  and  two  private 
schools — all  prosperous  and  ot  established  reputation. 

Having  long  held  my  official  position,  I  have  had  ample  opportu- 
nity of  witnessing  the  operations  of  our  public  school  system.  I  am 
fully  pursuaded  that  but  one  thing  now  is  needed  to  give  it  greater 
efficiency  and  strength  than  any  other  single  improvement.  It  is  to 
establish,  by  law,  a  county  board  of  education  in  each  county,  to  be 
composed  of  the  several  town  superintendents. 

An  organization  like  this  would  be  inexpensive,  yet  productive  of 
beneficial  results.  While  we  have  an  affinity  oi  scJwols  in  the  several 
townships,  we  have  none  of  toionshvps.  Each  township  operates  inde- 
pendently of  every  other  in  the  county,  and  thus  there  is  no  connect- 
ing link  between  county  and  state. 

If  the  town  superintendents  should  meet  but  twice  a  year,  and  make 
their  duties  and  practices  the  subject  of  discussion,  we  might  reason- 
ably expect  that  all  their  duties  would  be  better  discharged,  and  uni- 
form practice  and  harmonious  action  introduced.  Any  measure  re- 
ceiving the  united  support  of  this  board,  would  command  attention 
and  respect,  and  could  scarcely  fail  of  success. 

While  the  town  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  a  township  may 
have  awakened  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  districts  to  the  necessity 
of  employing  only  well  qualified  teachers,  and  may  have  been  more  or 
less  successful  in  supplying  the  schools  of  his  charge  with  such,  yet  his 
efforts  are  of  no  avail  beyond  the  limits  of  his  township,  except  in  so 
far  as  example  may  stimulate  others  to  similar  efforts.  Again,  the 
practice  of  the  different  town  superintendents,  though  intended  to 
effect  the  same  object,  may  be  so  varied  and  conflicting,  as  to  defeat, 
instead  of  securing,  the  end  in  view. 

The  law  now  requires  the  signatures  of  forty  teachers  to  an  applica- 
tion for  a  teachers'  institute,  before  the  state  superintendent  can  ap- 
point one,  and  thus  secure  to  the  county  the  benent  of  the  state  appro- 
priation. It,  then,  should  be  made  the  duty  of  the  several  town 
superintendents  to  sec  that  the  signatures  to  the  application  shall  be 
those  of  hona-fide  resident  teachers,  actually  engaged  in  the  public 
schools  whose  motives,  in  signing  the  application,  shall  be  known  to 
them  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  deriving  all  the  benefits  that  an  insti- 
tute, properly  conducted,  can  confer  ;  whose  usefulness  is  greatly  im- 
paired, so  long  as  a  door  is  left  open  for  contention  among  rival 

teachers. 

By  granting  to  the  board  of  town  superintendents,  in  connection 
with  the  state  superintendent,  the  power  to  select  the  time,  place  and 
conductors  of  teachers'  institutes,  a  fruitful  source  of  contention  among 
teachers  would  be  closed  ;  and,  since  the  exercises  of  an  institute 
would  develop  the  qualifications  of  attending  teachers,  one  of  the  best 
means  of  selecting  well  qualified  teachers  would  be  presented,  and, 
oerhaos.  obviate  the  necessity  of  a  separate  board  of  examiners, 
^        ^  '  JOHN  VAN  BRUNT, 

Town  /o'uperinie7ident. 
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MAKKmnTON. 

You  will  pcc,  by  the  prcRcntod  series  of  aiiRwers,  tliat  wc  iiavc  had 
frequent  eliaii^ea  of  tcaehers  flinlnfj  the  ])aBt  year,  for  wliich  reason 
our  H('li()t)ls  li:ive  not  inafie  very  rjijtid  ])ro^r<'PB. 

The  hoiinl  of  i'njeholdcrrf  jiffiiiii  iicirl'-ctcd  to  u|i]»oii)t  county  exami- 
nerfl,  wliich,  I  think,  is  very  injuriouH  to  thn  welfare  of  the  Bchools. 

We  liave  only  one  district  which  maintains  a  free  sehool,  the  tui- 
tions of  the  other  four  varying  from  one  to  two  cents  per  rjiiarter. 

It  is  imjxtssihle  to  furnish  yuu  with  truly  correct  statistics,  aa  our 
teachers  are  ohlifjjed  to  make  their  own  reiristers,  and  they  usually  de- 
stroy them  at  the  end  of  the  quarter,  thinkinfj  thetn  of  no  vahie. 

CHAKLP:s  TANNKIt, 

Tovn  Siipri'liil,  nilruf. 


nonoKue. 

Owinr;  to  the  frequent  ehanpin^  of  teachers,  and  their  neglect 
strictly  to  rej^istcr  the  attendance  of  the  children,  the  reports  received 
from  some  of  the  schools  are  but  ai)proximately  correct.  Many  teachers 
seem  not  to  be  aware  that  it  is  their  duty  to  pay  particular  attention  to 
this  point,  and  consequently  there  arises  some  ditiiculty,  on  my  part, 
to  give  absolutely  correct  answers  to  the  entire  series  of  questions  de- 
manded in  the  report.  I  shall  endeavor,  for  the  future  year,  to  obviate 
this  difficulty,  by  introducing  some  form  of  a  school  register  in  all  the 
schools,  and  urging  the  teaciiei*s  not  to  disregard  this  subject. 

All  the  schools  but  one  are  supplied  with  teachers,  who  seem  to  be 
diligent  in  their  business ;  but  tlie  manifestation  of  popular  interest 
does  not  appear  to  be  so  great  as  the  important  subject  of  education 
should  demand. 

The  school-houses  in  general  are  in  good  condition  ;  and,  within  the 
past  year,  there  has  been  one  erected  which  is  commodious,  and  lacks 
in  none  of  the  essential  qualities  which  might  render  it  a  proper  model 
for  other  districts,  in  which  new  buildings  may  be  required. 

The  branches  of  education  commonly  taught  in  our  schools  are 
reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and  geography.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that,  either  owing  to  the  unyielding  prejudice  of  parents,  or  the 
lamentable  neglect  on  the  part  of  teachers,  grammar  does  not  consti- 
tute a  more  prominent  feature  in  the  course  of  study  adopted  in  the 
schools,  as  well  as  the  pleasing  and  profitable  study  of  some  of  the 
natural  science — such  as  natural  philosophy,  chemistry,  physiology, 
etc,  which,  by  a  simple  mode  of  instruction,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
lucid  explanations  of  suitable  text-books,  might  be  made  comprehen- 
sible to  quite  young  scholars. 

The  introduction  of  mental  arithmetic  has  become  universal  to  our 
schools.  It  is  astonishing  with  what  alacrity  even  small  children  ar- 
rive at  tlie  solution  of  intricate  and  difficult  problems.  For  pure 
mental  discipline  it  cannot  be  surpassed  by  any  other  study. 

Penmanship,  although  a  universal  branch  of  study,  is  not  generally 
practised  or  taught   according  to  system,  but  on  the  principle  of  imi- 
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tation,  or  the  mere  option  of  the  scliolar  ;  hence  there  are  but  few  who 
write  neatly,  correctly  or  systematically. 

For  maintaining  discipline,  corporeal  punishment  is  not,  in  trivial 
cases,  resorted  to  ;  but  the  winning  of  the  aficctions  and  the  respect 
of  the  scholars,  and  a  rational  appeal  to  their  sense  of  right  and  wrong, 
are  almost  nncxceptionably  suthcient.  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that 
in  all  our  schools,  good  order  and  good  manners  are  quite  characteristic. 

The  zeal  and  energy  of  our  teachers  are  properly  stimulated  by 
their  attendance  at  the  institutes.  And  in  proportion  as  their  services 
are  appreciated  by  their  employers,  do  they  labor  more  diligently  and 
cheerfully,  and  the  condition  and  success  of  the  schools  advance. 
There  is  nothing  more  cftective  as  a  stimulus  to  exertion  than  a  de- 
served appreciation  of  labor  by  those  for  whom  it  is  expended.  It, 
therefore,  would  greatly  increase  the  prosperity  of  our  schools,  and 
advance  the  grade  and  progress  of  education,  were  the  feelings  and 
interest  of  the  people  more  alive  on  this  subject.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  reacting  influence  of  teachers  upon  society,  and  of  society 
upon  teachers,  will  become  more  harmonious,  and  tend  to  the  same 
obiect — the  steady  and  increasing  improvement  of  the  schools. 

ALBERT  S.  ZABRISKIE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LODI. 

When  I  forwarded  you  my  last  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the 
schools  in  the  township  of  Lodi,  I  did  hope,  by  the  lapse  of  another 
year,  to  be  able  to  send  you  a  more  encouraging  report  than  I  am 
able  to  do.  To  report  to  you  "  the  interest  manifested  by  the  people 
in  educational  affairs  "  is  to  me  a  very  discouraging  duty — that  is,  for 
me  to  report  as  things  really  are. 

Our  township  is  divided  into  three  districts,  in  each  of  which  there 
is  a  school-house.  No.  1  is  situated  in  a  very  thinly  populated  part 
of  the  township  ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  it  is  closed, 
and  has  been  for  the  past  seven  months.  Not  for  want  of  funds,  nor 
for  want  of  children  to  attend,  but  simply  because  there  is  not  enough 
interest  among  the  people  living  in  the  district  to  provide  a  teacher. 
I  must  admit  the  school-house  is  a  very  unpleasant  place,  both  for 
teachers  and  scholars,  but  the  people  will  not  elect  trustees,  so  that  it 
mio-ht  be  improved.  There  is,  therefore,  no  one  to  report  to  me  the 
number  of  children  in  the  district.  I  think  that  something  should  be 
done,  so  that  the  money  should  not  lay  idle.  There  seems  to  be  no 
vitality  left  in  the  district  for  education.  School-house  No.  2  is  situ- 
ated in  a  more  populated  part,  with  much  brighter  prospects ;  the 
number  of  children  attending  the  school  is  forty-three,  and  they  pay 
a  fee  of  $1  50  per  quarter  for  tuition.  I  have  been  much  pleased 
with  the  progress  made  by  the  children  at  the  school  during  the  last 
six  months.  The  trustees  have  been  fortunate  in  securing  a  teacher 
well  qualitied  for  his  work,  and  one  who  takes  a  great  interest  in  the 
progress  of  the  children.  These  things  are  gratifying  to  the  superin- 
tendent, but  he  is  sorry  to  have  to  report  so  little  interest  manifested 
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by  tho  pcopio  of  t!io  (Jir'>tiu;t  in  iho  school.  i\<»ii(;  uvf-r  visit — not 
oven  tliu  triistcL's  -to  oii(;oiirM<^»;  tlio  tearlicr  in  liin  laljoriouH  work. 

School-honso  No.  3  in  Bituatt'<l  in  tho  inoro  populotiH  part  of  the 
tovviirthij),  and  liiis  thorct'orc  the  hirj^cst  hcIiooI.  Durinj^  tlie  past 
year,  222  chilih'cn  liave  ])artially  attended.  We  liavo  one  teacher  of 
each  sex,  the  tenialo  takin;^  th(!  junior  Hcholarrf.     'J'hc  a\'  1 

aneo  liaH  not  exceeded  ei;^hty-<»ne.     This  Hchool  i^  free.  .  ti 

for  the  past  two  years,  and  W(!  liopc  to  keep  it  ho.  Tlie  print  works, 
which  are  »it\nited  in  tho  district,  are  very  detriiuentul  to  the  pro- 
«^rc89  of  tho  eliildrcn  in  our  echools;  for,  as  eoon  as  the  child  is  able 
to  cam  a  dollar,  he  is  taken  from  school  by  his  parents  and  placed  in 
the  factory,  and  tho  teacher  often  becomes  di.scoura^ed  in  losing  a 
scli(»lar  he  had  looked  npon  with  brij^ht  hopes.  The  teachers  of  this 
school,  as  well  ms  in  the  other  distri(•t^i,  comjdain  of  the  want  of  in- 
terest cxhibitL'(l  by  the  parents  in  their  non-visits  to  the  e(.-hool.  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  an  increase  in  our  school  tax  this  year 
(twenty-fivo  cents  more  than  last),  making  it  $1  7")  per  scholar. 

ROliERT  W.  FAKR, 

Town  Sujjerintendent. 


NEW    BAJtBADOES. 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  superintendent  of  public  schoolB  for 
the  township  of  Kcw  Barbadocs,  together  with  enclosed  answers  to 
printed  (juestions,  which  have  been  compiled  from  reports  of  the  seve- 
ral teachers  in  this  townsiiip,  the  request  of  answering  those  reports 
being  complied  with  by  the  most  of  the  teachers  ;  and  those  not  an- 
swering, I  presume,  were  not  able  to  gather  the  statistics  correctly. 
You  will  notice,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  number  of  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  has  been  somewhat  increased, 
tho  whole  number  now  being  i>l)3  ;  and  out  of  the  093,  there  arc  790 
who  have  attended  school  during  some  time  of  the  year  ;  and  again, 
out  of  the  993  children,  301  have  attended  school  during  the  -whole 
year,  vacations  excepted,  ^vhieh  is  not  quite  as  well  as  last  year. 

Our  school-houses  are  all  in  ample  order,  with  modem  improve- 
ments, and  Avell  ventilated,  with  few  exceptions. 

Our  teachei-s  are,  in  general,  what  we  of  New  Barbadocs  have  aimed 
after  for  many  years;  to  supply  our  school  rooms  with  competent, 
discreet  and  suitable  teachers ;  for,  as  the  teacher,  so  the  ]>upil. 

The  teachers'  institute,  which  was  held  for  the  county  ot  Berffcn  in 
October  last,  was  largely  attended  by  the  teachers  of  tlie  conntv,  and 
particularly  those  of  Xew  Inirbadocs  township;  and,  I  can  sav  ibr  the 
credit  of  this  township,  it  was  supported  with  a  hearty  good  will,  and 
more  particularly  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  Bridge,  m  -which  locality 
it  was  held. 

With  reluctance,  I  report  to  you  the  failure  of  our  board  of  chosen 
frceholdei-s  to  appoint  county  examiners  for  the  year  1S61,  for  the 
county  of  Bergen,  the  neglect  of  which  has  been  tlie  cause  of  many 
complaints  from  those  who  have  taken  a  special  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education  ;  and  who  were  highly  pleased  upon  the  appointment  of 
0 
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examiners  for  the  year  1800,  for  the  very  reason  that  they  were  teach- 
ers that  had  been  ai)pointed  to  that  othce.-  Althouirh  they  did  neg-lect 
tills  important  duty  at  their  last  sitting,  I  hope  they  will  not  allow 
prejudice  to  override  duty  at  their  next !  Although  those  they  had 
appointed  proved  themselves  wanting  in  discretion,  and  thereby  called 
forth  the  disgust  of  the  incumbents  of  said  office;  not  only  by  the 
patrons  of  our  schools,  but  even  by  the  teachers  themselves,  and  more 
particularly  by  the  female  faculty. 

I  think  we  have  other  persons  teaching  our  common  schools,  un- 
doubtedly as  well  qualitied  as  respects  intelHgence,  and  with,  perhaps, 
a  little  more  discretionary  powers  to  till  that  office ;  and  it  would, 
perhaps,  to  this  end,  not  be  out  of  place  for  you  to  give  this  matter  a 
consideration  in  your  report  of  good  old  Bergen, 

PETER  ROMAmE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


UNION. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  the  statistics  in  answer  to  the  questions  you 
transmitted  to  me.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  schools 
in  this  township  are  in  a  very  good  condition,  attributable,  in  a  great 
degree,  to  the  employment  of  the  same  efficient  teachers  for  nearly 
two  years  past. 

The  examinations  are  very  creditable  indeed,  alike  to  teachers  and 
pupils.  The  patrons  of  the  schools  are  much  disposed  to  visit  the 
school-rooms,  well  knowing  the  encouragement  it  gives  to  both  teacher 
and  pupil.  Education  is  considered  by  them  a  thing  of  first  import- 
ance, indispensable  to  all  in  every  walk  of  life.  The  free  school  sys- 
tem meets  with  more  favor  among  our  people  every  year ;  one  of  our 
school  districts  has  been  free  for  the  last  four  years. 

I  am  glad  to  find  the  people  awakening  to  the  importance  of  giving 
a  liberal  education  to  the  masses,  thereby  securing  to  themselves  and 
posterity  a  higher  standard  of  morality.  I  hope  soon  to  see  means 
raised  to  enable  all  to  'enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  free  education,  so  that 
the  people  of  the  Eastern  States  may  no  longer  have  power  to  say  to 
us  that  they  furnish  us  our  instructors. 

JOHN  GOW, 
Toion  Sujperintendent. 


WABHINOTON. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  second  series  of  questions,  with  the  an- 
swers thereto,  as  required,  as  nearly  accurate  as  circumstances  allov?' ; 
but  owing  to  the  frequent  changes  of  teachers,  together  with  the  neg- 
lect, in  many  cases,  of  keeping  a  register,  except  on  a  loose  sheet  of 
paper,  has  rendered  it  no  easy  matter  to  make  anytiiing  like  an  accu- 
rate report ;  and  until  pome  steps  are  taken  malting  it  obligatory  on 
teachers  to  keep  and  leave  with  the  trustees  a  register  of  the  prescribed 
form,  to  be  presented  with  the  order  for  money  to  the  town  superin- 
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tcndcnt,  it  will  he  iinpussiblo  for  tljo  Buperintcndent  to  make  a  true 
rc]»ort. 

Altliou<!;li  in  our  schools  thoro  i^  vast  room  for  improvement,  on  the 
•whole,  they  may  he  said  to  he  in  a  very  gratifying  condition.  The 
teachers  arc  all  competent,  intellip;ent  young  gentlemen  and  ladies, 
who  endeavor  to  di.seliarge  the  diiticH  of  their  profctiBion  with  credit 
to  themHelvcs  and  their  c;iM]»l(»yerri. 

Our  Hchool  iioUKca  an;  all  new  ;  built  and  furnished  with  a  view  to 
the  health  antl  coinl'urt  of  the  children.  The  old  red  schooMiougcs, 
witli  slabs  milled  to  the  walls  for  desks,  have  passed  away,  and  with 
them  tlie  cheap  masters  of  their  day. 

Although  there  is  not  that  interest  manifested  in  the  scliools  that 
might  be  desired,  yet  the  ]>e()j)Ie  are  showing  that  tliey  are  coming  up 
to  the  times  by  selecting  intelligent  men  as  trustees,  and  employing 
comj)etent  teachers,  and  paying  for  their  services.  The  days  ot  hiring 
a  teacher  because  he  will  teach  cheap,  with  us  are  gone  l)y. 

U.  G.  lIEIiING, 

Town  Superinte7ident. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 


BRroOETON. 


I  enclose  my  report  as  school  superintendent  of  this  township  for 
the  current  year.  The  interest  manifested  for  public  schools  seems  to 
be  partly  lost  sight  of,  in  consequence  of  the  war  spirit  that  now  pre- 
vails ;  still  the  good  work  goes  slowly  on,  and  the  scholars,  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  arc  progressing  in  their  studies,  and,  I  am  convinced,  after 
several  years'  experience  superintending  the  public  schools,  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  children  would  be  deprived  of  getting  the  educa- 
tion they  now  get,  were  it  not  for  the  access  they  have  to  those 
schools.  They  are  entirely  free  in  this  township,  and  the  scholars  liave 
an  opportunity  of  learning  nearly  every  branch  of  a  good  English 
education.  We  still  seethe  utility  of  public  schools,  and  hope  Uiey 
will  be  sustained,  and  are  not  willing  the  general  government  should 
withdraw  the  surplus  revenue,  unless  under  extreme  necessity. 

LEWIS  McBRIDE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


DOWXE. 


No  very  material  change  has  taken  place  in  the  schools  of  our  town- 
ship since  my  last  report  ;  seven  of  our  districts  are  supplied  with  g(X)d 
school-houses,  and  only  in  two  are  they  deficient,  and  in  these  new 
ones  will  be  erected,  in  all  probability,  during  the  coming  year.     All 
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the  teachers  employed  have  been  licensed  according  to  law,  and  they 
have  been  considered  competent,  faithful  and  laborious  in  the  work  of 
instruction,  and  have  r^iven  general  satisfaction  to  the  districts,  and 
have  advanced  the  interest  of  education  among  the  pupils  of  their* 
charge.  The  larger  districts  of  the  township  can  sustain  the  best 
schools,  because  they  obtain  all  tlie  year  competent  teachers  without 
change.  Though  very  considerable  and  important  improvement  has 
been  made  within  a  few  years  past  in  our  school  operations,  yet  much 
more  remains  to  be  done,  and  we  hope  each  year  will  speak  for  itself 
in  advancing  the  interest  of  the  same. 

WM.  BACON, 
Toioii  Su])erintendent. 


FAIRFIELD. 

I  herewith  transmit  you  the  annual  school  statistics  of  the  town- 
ship of  Fairfield,  Cumberland  county.  There  are  a  great  many  edu- 
cational subjects,  suggested  by  the  year's  experience,  of  which  I  had 
intended  to  form  an  addendum^  but  it  has  not  seemed  convenient  for 
me  to  do  so.  This  hastily  written  and  exceedingly  plain  letter  must 
answer  the  purpose  of  a  carefully  prepared  report. 

I  have  found  that  the  school  law  has  not  been  observed,  in  all  of  its 
requisitions,  by  even  the  school  officials  of  my  township.  I  have 
found  that  unlicensed  teachers  have  been  employed,  in  some  instances 
have  been  permitted  to  teach,  without  a  certificate  of  license,  and 
have,  at  the  expiration  of  their  term,  derived  the  full  benefit  of 
the  public  fund.  No  person  should  be  regarded  as  a  candidate 
for  any  of  our  common  schools  unless  he  present  with  his  letter 
of  application  a  certificate  of  license  from  the  properly  constituted 
authority  or  authorities.  If  it  be  admitted  that  the  law  is  a  good  one 
in  this,  particular,  it  should  be  of  universal  application,  and  every 
teacher — irrespective  of  the  grade  or  character  of  the  school  to  be 
taught — should  be  req'nircd,  first,  to  pass  a  satisfactory  examination. 
Parents,  or  even  district  trustees,  are  not  always  competent  to  judge 
of  the  qualifications  of  a  candidate,  and  if  they  were,  they  are  not 
legally  authorized  to  do  so.  Besides,  sir,  a  knowledge  of  text-books 
does  no  more  ct»nstitute  a  person  a  good,  successful  and  trustworthy 
teacher,  than  a  knowledge  of  astronomy  constitutes  a  person,  j9€r  se^ 
an  astronomer.  There  are  finely  educated  men  of  my  acquaintance 
to  whom  I  should  be  quite  unwilling  to  trust  the  tuition  of  a  child, 
because  they  have  no  well  defined  idea  of  the  theory  and  art  of  teach- 
ing. 

It  is  the  business  of  a  town  superintendent  or  county  examiner  to 
satisfy  himself  that  an  applicant  understands  as  well  how  to  teach  as 
to^rt^o  teach.  It  is  not  every  man  that  we  meet  upon  the  street, 
with  a  decent  knowledge  of  the  English  and  a  smattering  of  the 
classics,  who  is  qualified  to  assume  the  arduous  and  responsible  posi- 
tion of  an  instructor  of  youth.  We  might  as  well  say  that  every  rag- 
amuffin, by  the  application  of  a  little  soap  and  water,  is  cleansed  of 
his  filth  and  transformed  into  a  philosopher,  as  to  argue  that  every 


Khl'olCI     OK    MCIKKH,    BUI'KUINTKNDKNT.  77 

pereon  who  hus  ])ftSflcd  tlir<Minjh  GreenleafH  arithrnctic  and  Bullion's 
gramuiar  is  qiialitlctl,  hy  reason  of  those  aequiHitions,  to  Imvo  the 
<5har/2^c  of  si  primary  school.  Onr  coininoii  schools  have  been  too 
"long  eiu-gecl  willi  theso  imlledj^cd  neoidiytcs.  who  havo  much  more  of 
an  eye  to  the  expansion  of  llicir  individual  pockets  than  to  the  ex- 
pansion of  th(!  minds  of  tlie  little  ones  committed  to  their  keeping. 

But,  while  1  contend  that  every  teacher  should  thus  l>c  specially 
fitted  for  the  profession,  and  lef^ally  licensed  to  teach,  I  do  not  sec  the 
utility  of  annual  examinations  thereafter  as  to  qualifications.  A  cer- 
tificate of  license  should  be  valid  in  all  parts  of  the  county — and 
should  be  valid  next  year,  as  well  as  this.  It  nii^ht,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, be  ar<;uc(l  that,  in  the  prosecution  of  my  profession,  my 
diploma  should  be  cashiered,  and  myself  subjected  to  the  ordeal  of  a 
fresh  examination  every  time  I  drive  from  one  township  to  another, 
as  to  contend  that  a  teacher  should  forfeit  his  certificate  every  time  he 
crosses  a  surveyor's  line  or  passes  a  milestone.  The  diploma  of  every 
regularly  graduated  jiliysician  guarantees  to  him  the  privilege  of 
practising  his  art  anywhere  and  everywhere;  the  license  of  a  teacher, 
when. granted  by  an  intelligent — and,  if  you  please,  state-appointed — 
board  of  examiners,  should  have  the  same  nntpiestioned  validity. 

The  board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  this  county  did  not  appoint 
county  examinei-s  this  year  agreeably  to  section  eight,  of  "  an  act  to 
establish  public  schools."  The  appointments  were  made  last  year, 
and  the  system  was  beginning  to  prove  its  utility.  In  the  running  of 
a  piece  of  new  machinery,  every  mechanic  will  understand  that  it  re- 
quires time  to  overcome  the  friction  power.  A  wheelwright  once  told 
me  that  T  must  not  expect  a  new  carriage  to  perform  well  until  it  had 
been  well  used.  If  I  have  read  history  aright,  I  believe  that  every  new 
system  has  demanded  at  least  a  trial  before  it  has  laid  claim  to  public 
favor,  and  sought  public  adoption.  Everything  that  promises  good 
and  achieves  good,  finds  bitter  opponents.     The  system  would  have 

fivcn,  if  tried  a  little  longer,  entire  satisfaction  throughout  the  county ; 
ut  it  wjis  thought  to  be  innovative  (is  that  a  coined  word?)  and  was, 
forsooth,  discontinued.  I  sincerely  trust,  sir,  that  the  day  is  not  far 
distant,  M'hen  the  subject  of  education  will  be  considered  as  of  equal 
importance  with  the  construction  of  a  toll-gate,  or  the  grading  of  a 
macadamized  road.  We  are  too  much  disposed,  in  this  age  of  geo- 
metrical progression,  to  lose  sight  of  the  educational  claims  of  the 
little  ones  who  cluster  around  our  firesides,  and  nestle  in  our  bosoms. 

The  Cumberland  county  teachers'  institute  held  its  finnual  meeting 
this  year  in  Cedarville.  If  I  were  prepared  to  admit  that  these  con- 
ventions are  of  no  practical  benefit  whatever  to  the  teacher,  I  should, 
nevertheless,  strenuously  advocate  their  continuance,  because  they 
have  a  tendency  to  arouse,  and  do  in  reality  arouse  the  public  mind 
to  the  transcendent  importance  of  the  subject  of  education.  Bat 
these  conventions  are  directly  advantageous  to  the  teacher ;  in  how 
many  ways,  and  to  what  extent,  it  is  not  pertinent* at  present  to  dis- 
cuss. "  Teachers  are  made  to  feel  that  they  belong  to  an  organized 
and  honorable  profession  ;  to  attain  a  front  rank  m  which  tlliey  are 
stimulated  by  a  laudable  ambition,  to  put  forth  renewed  eflbrts,"  I 
greatly  rejoice  in  the  organization  of  institutes  of  this  character,  and 
shall  labor,  if  indeed  it  be  necessary,  for  their  continued  existence. 
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I  must  not  close  my  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  inter- 
est manifested  in  the  subject  of  education  by  tlie  people  of  my  town- 
ship. We  number  among  our  teachers  graduates  of  seminaries  and 
colleges  of  acknowledged  and  unsurpassed  excellence,  whose  schools  I 
should  not  be  ashamed  for  you  to  visit,  either  in  an  official  or  non- 
official  Avay.  At  no  time  within  my  recollection  have  our  schools 
been  better  disciplined,  and  more  successfully  taught  than  at  present. 
I  feel,  sir,  that  there  is  a  great  educational  work  to  be  done  by  devot- 
ed hearts  and  untiring  hands,  not  only  in  this  township,  whose  inter- 
ests are  so  dear  to  me,  but  in  every  township  throughout  the  State  of 
New  Jersey  ;  and  I  feel,  moreover,  that  "  honored  icill  he  the  humblest 
man  perinitted  to  raise  a  finger  in  the  loork.^^ 

EGBERT  M.  BATEMAlSr, 

Town  Superintendent. 


GREENWICH.  » 

The  schools  in  this  township,  I  think,  are  in  much  better  condition 
than  at  this  time  last  year,  having  been  kept  open  more  regularly, 
and  being  better  supplied  with  tlie  books  they  need ;  though,  I  think, 
if  the  committees  of  the  different  schools  would  purchase  no  other 
than  leather-bound  books,  they  would  be  the  gainer  by  it,  as  the 
spelling-books,  particularly,  which  were  purchased  this  year,  have 
been  very  inferior,  they  having  nearly  all  fallen  to  pieces  with  one 
term's  use. 

There  seems  to  be  a  difficulty  in  our  township  in  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  teachers.  The  teacliers  have  been  teaching  the  present  year 
on  the  money  that  was  assessed  last  spring  ;  consequently,  there  is  no 
money  to  pay  them  for  their  summer's  work,  until  tlie  taxes  are 
returned — which  brings  it  about  the  first  of  January,  18G2  ;  except  a 
small  surplus  from  last  year. 

Now,  I  know  of  no  better  way  to  avoid  this  difficulty  than  to  let 
our  teachers  teach  the  next  year  by  the  scholar,  and  raise  our  tax  just 
the  same,  and  then  the  next  year  we  shall  have  the  money  on  hand  to 
pay  them  when  their  work  is  done.  As  it  is,  I  think  the  teacher's  lot 
is  a  hard  one  in  our  township. 

R.  S.  DARE, 
Town  Bv/perintendent. 


MAURICE  RIVER. 

The  schools  in  our  township  are  all  in  full  operation,  and  better 
attended  than  in  the  past  year.  In  one  of  our  districts  we  have  erected 
a  large,  comfortable  school-house,  where  there  is  a  school  now  open, 
and  very  well  attended.  The  inliabitants  of  tlie  township  are  taking 
more  interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  I  firmly  believe  that  we 
are  progressing  slowl}'',  but  surely. 

Our  teachers  are,  I  believe,  fully  competent  for  the  task  before  them, 
and  most  of  them  employed,  are  persons  who  consider  teaching  their 


profession,  anil  thuy  lahor  with  niucli  greater  skill  than  those  who 
make  toacliiii^  a  temporary  resort.  The  teachers  are  all  regularly 
examined  and  licensed  by  the  superintendent,  in  connection  with  the 
tnistees,  as  we  have  no  county  examiners  this  year  to  perform  that 
duty. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  ht-iii've  we  are  making  advancement,  and  our 
motto  must  ever  be  upward  and  onward. 

J.  EDMUND  SIIKPI'ARD, 

Town  jb'ujKruiknderU. 


MILVILLE. 

Although  the  interest  manifested  in  education  in  our  township  is  in 
no  point  ecpial  to  the  importance  of  this  subject,  still  it  is  source  of  en- 
couragement to  know  that  it  is  increasing,  and,  I  trust,  the  report 
next  year  will  be  much  in  advance  of  the  present. 

S.  A.  GAIIRISON, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BTOE  CKEEK. 

I  have  nothing  of  special  interest  to  communicate  with  regard  to  the 
state  of  education  in  this  section.  I  would  state,  however,  that  there 
is  a  growing  interest  manifested  by  the  community  in  the  education 
of  the  youth,  and  fitting  them  for  usefulness  in  society. 

GEO.  T(JMLIXS0N, 

Toion  Sujtenntendent. 


CAMDEN  COUNTY. 


CAMDEN. 


I  have  the  honor,  this  day,  to  mail  to  your  address  the  information 
desired  by  you  in  scries  Nos.  1  and  2.  I  regret  my  inability  t«->  have 
complied,  at  a  much  earlier  period.  You  forwarded  your  papers  to 
the  president  of  the  board,  and,  as  a  consequence,  sometime  elapsed 
before  they  came  to  me. 

You  will  doubtless  remember  that  our  school  matters  are  governed 
by  the  board  of  education  of  the  city  of  Camden,  a  body  corporate 
and  politic,  composed  of  nine  members  who  hold  their  gifice  for  the 
period  of  three  years,  requiring  three  members  to  be  elected  each 
year.  The  interest  of  our  community,  in  public  school  education,  is 
very  strong.  Our  schools  aj*e  all  crowded,  and  large  numbers  oi 
children  are  awaitinir  admission.     We  feel  the  loss  of  our  school  de- 
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stroyed  by  fire  some  year  and  a  half  ago.  We  anticipated  building  a 
three-story  brick  school-house  last  spring,  but  tlie  present  unfortunate 
crisis  arose  just  in  time  to  destroy  all  our  hopes  for  the  present.  We 
have  adopted  a  plan,  embracing  all  the  improvements  in  school  build- 
ing, and  having  an  especial  view  to  the  safety  and  health  of  the 
scholars,  intending  to  have  it  as  near  fire-proof  as  possible.  We  hope 
to  be  able  to  build  tlie  same  during  the  coming  year,  having  obtained 
a  law  to  raise,  by  loan,  a  sum  not  excccdiug  ^i2,000.  All  we  want 
is  the  money. 

I  cannot  speak  of  the  number  of  teachers  that  have  attended  the 
teachers'  institutes  during  the  past  year.  Our  teachers  all  manifest 
great  interest  in  the  state  teachers'  association  and  teachers'  institutes. 

JAMES  M.  CASSADT, 
Sec^y  of  the  Board  Education. 


GLOUCESTER. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  in  our  schools,  both  as  regards 
the  interest  manifested  by  the  public  and  in  the  services  of  good 
teachers ;  and  we  may  safely  say  that  when  the  first  is  secured,  the 
next  is  sure  to  follow. 

We  have  had  lectures  on  education  in  some  of  the  districts,  with 
marked  good  results,  and  purpose  having  them  continued  in  all  the 
districts  during  the  winter. 

The  chief  aim  of  the  lectures  is  to  urge  upon  the  public  the  neces- 
sity of  so  elevating  our  public  schools  that,  in  all,  an  education  so 
thorough  can  be  acquired  as  will  fit  a  great  majority  so  educated  for 
every  department  of  business, or  trade,  or  as  teachers.  We  can  see  no 
reason  why  it  should  not  be  so.  In  fact,  it  must  be  so,  or  our  public 
schools  will  be  a  failure.  The  cause  why  so  many  persons  already  so 
insist  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  those  desirous  of  giving  their 
children  a  good  education  fail  to  secure  it  in  our  public  schools.  This 
fact  of  failure  is,  in  a  great  measure,  owing  to  the  erroneous  waste  of 
time  in  most  of  our  country  schools. 

We  find,  on  examination,  that  scholars  (and  of  good  natural  abili- 
ties, too)  are  allowed  to  be  years  in  going  through  an  ordinary  arith- 
metic ;  and,  even  then,  it  is  true  that  there  is  scarcely  any  acquaint- 
ance with  the  elementary  rules. 

Again :  the  fact  that  the  public  generally  do  not — or  so  it  seems — 
know  what  can  be,  or  rather,  what  should  be,  acquired  at  school. 
For  example :  under  the  general  term  of  ciphering,  how  few  can,  or 
do,  estimate  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  decimals ;  and,  as  if  to 
confirm  this,  practical^or  rather,  claiming  to  be  such)  teachers  have, 
on  examination  for  license,  utterly  failed  in  this  most  important  part 
of  a  teacher's  qualities. 

Applicants  for  license,  who  have  been  teachers  for  years  (one  for 
near  thirty),  could  not  understand  the  meaning  of  a  geometrical 
series.  Another,  who  came  out  in  a  circular,  claiming  to  teach  mathe- 
matics,'knew  nothing  of  the  square  root.  Others,  so  little  acquainted 
"with  geography  that  they  know  scarcely  anything  beyond  the  limits 
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of  their  own  nei<z:lil)orlu)od  ;  and,  as  for  wrilinj^,  an  intelligible  piece 
ia  Bonictliinu^  worth  lookinj^  at  now-H-d<iy«, 

And  lierc  1  niipjlit  usk,  Hhoidd  not  h'^^rd  provision  he  made  to 
remedy  this  ji;reat  evil  of  had  writinj^i  bIiouUI  not  a  law  he  ena<;ted 
that  every  dociinnMit  flhould  spoil  what  \a  int(.'nd(!d  it  ehould  read  ^ — 
and  |)crha|)s  it  wuidd  he  well  I'or  onr  le;^i^lat(jrri  to  make  an  appropri- 
ation for  hi<:;li  ollicials  to  take  lessons  in  ehiro^ra[)hy. 

No  wonder  tlio  standard  of  i)uhlic  opinion  is  no  higher  elevated, 
when  those  who  teach,  and  those  who  ])rc'sume  to  lead,  arc  so  latnent- 
ahly  delieient. 

These  remarks  may  aj>jtear  ]»rcsnm])tnou8,  and,  perhaps,  are  so. 
However,  your  own  views  of  tlie  case,  lorcihly  impressed  up<jn  our 
Leijishitiiro  from  time  to  time,  will  no  douht  improve  matters. 

The  school  laws  give  general  satisfaction,  and  the  public  wish  to 
sec  them  enforced  ;  yet  tliero  seems,  in  some  few  particulars,  an  im- 
provement could  he  made  in  the  clause  allowing  a  certain  sum  tor  re- 
pairs, etc. 

AVe  want  nnmy  new  school-houses,  and,  as  a  general  thing,  those 
who  build  the  houses  pay  most  of  the  tax  for  sup])orting  the  schools. 
In  connection  with  this  subject,  here  let  me  state  an  objection  urged 
by  tax-payers,  that  the  burden  of  supporting  the  schools  must  be 
borne  by  the  few ;  and  could  the  general  law  be  so  amended  as  to  im- 
pose a  poll  or  other  tax  directly  for  the  schools,  without  having  to  re- 
sort to  special  acts,  this  objection  would  be  removed. 

The  sense  of  the  public  is  got  at  by  the  oft-repeated  assurance  of 
those  who  pay  no  more  than  the  poll-tax,  that  they  are  willing  to  pay 
considerable  more  to  suj^port  the  schools.  In  doing  so,  a  double  pur- 
pose would  be  gained — in  relieving  the  public  discontent,  and  in  se- 
curing a  much  greater  interest  in  the  cause. 

To  revert :  I  should  deem  it  often  best,  if  practicable  by  law,  to 
allow  the  mono}'  due  a  district  to  be  used  for  a  specified  time,  say  one 
year's  dues,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  house,  than  to  continue  year 
after  year  with  none,  or  as  good  as  none. 

The  clause  requiring  the  trustees  to  provide  a  room  or  house  is 
often  very  embarrassing ;  and  should  they  be  required  to  do  what,  as 
far  as  I  can  see,  no  legal  enactment  has  provided  the  way  or  means  ? 

Another  clause,  making  the  state  funds  to  pass  through  the  town- 
ship collector's  hands,  often  is  the  cause  of  much  inconvenience  and 
delay.  Why  not  have  the  superintendent  draw  from  the  county 
treasurer  i 

SETII  IIILLMAN, 

Toicn  Siqyei'inten^Jent. 


MONROE. 

For  the  first  time  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the 
schoojs  in  Monroe  township.  This  township  is  new  by  name,  but 
recently  it  forn\cd  the  lower  ]xirtion  of  Washington  township.  Mon- 
roe is  bounded  on  the  south  by  Gloucester  county,  and  on  tlie  south- 
east by  Atlantic  county.     Tlie  capital  of  the  township  was  formerly 
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known  as  Squankeem,  an  Indian  name.  At  that  day,  its  whole  terri- 
tory, which  now  embraces  the  new  townsliip,  with  some  few  excep- 
tions, was  covered  with  a  dense  forest.  But  as  civilization  began  to 
break  in  upon  it,  the  people  commenced  openinp;  np  farms ;  glass 
factories  began  to  be  built  up,  and  tiiere  seemed  to  be  general  rivalry 
among  all  classes.  It  was  then  suggested  that  the  old  name  should 
be  dropped,  and  a  new  one  given  the  place,  which  was  done  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  inhabitants,  who  concluded  to  call  it  Williamstown.  The 
Elace  lays  in  close  ju-oximity  to  railroads  on  both  sides  of  ns,  and  we 
ave  a  turnpike  road,  leading  direct  to  Philadel])hia,  npon  which  mail- 
coaches  pass  daily.  This  township  atibrds  great  inducements  to  the 
agriculturalist,  as  the  lands  are  cheap,  and  of  the  iirst  quality.  We 
are  loyal  citizens,  and  are  wide-awake  to  the  present  crisis,  and  I  will 
hazard  the  assertion  that  we  have  furnished  more  volunteers  for  the 
army,  according  to  poi)ulation,  than  any  townsliip  in  the  county — but 
pardon  my  egotism,  Avhcn  I  state  that  we  have  built  large  and  more 
costly  churches,  and  raised  more  free  money  for  public  education,  than 
any  township  in  the  state,  according  to  ratio  of  the  population.  And 
all  these  things  have  been  accomplished  in  a  few  years,  and  in  a  sec- 
tion of  the  country  which  was  connidered  barren  and  almost  worthless, 
and  when  a  blade  of  grass  was  looked  upon  as  a  perfect  curi- 
osity ;  but  now  a  supply  is  not  only  raised  for  home  consum])tion,  but 
for  market.  But  in  regard  to  tiie  condition  of  our  schools,  they  seem 
to  be  progressing  very  satisfactorily,  Avith  two  exceptions.  The  inhab- 
itants of  district  No.  1,  Cross  Keys,  have  built  themselves  a  good  stone 
school-house,  comfortably  seated,  at  a  cost  of  §500  ;  the  district  is  in- 
corporated. The  trustees,  at  a  meeting  held  according  to  the  act, 
raised  part  of  the  money,  but  since  have  made  several  attempts  to 
raise  the  balance,  which  were  ineifectual,  on  account  of  some  opposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  people.  The  trustees,  in  order  to  pay  the  in- 
debtedness on  the  house,  have  appropriated  the  school  moneys  to  said 
object ;  this  has  caused  some  unpleasant  feeling,  but  it  seems  the 
trustees  are  empowered  by  law  to  furnish  a  suitable  place  for  school, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  accomplish  it  without  the  means.  Under  the 
present  circumstances,  I  think  the  trustees  have  acted  judiciously ; 
but  the  school  will  be  open  only  one  term  during  the  year,  and  the 
teacher  will  be  paid  by  its  patrons. 

Another  district.  No.  4,  Washington  Grove,  has  also  built  a  new 
frame  house  at  a  cost  of  $700,  and  the  trustees  have  labored  under  the 
same  disadvantages,  as  those  described  above,  with  the  exception  that 
they  have  one  free  term  instead  of  pay.  I  presume,  after  the  present 
year,  we  shall  hear  no  further  trouble  in  regard  to  these  matters. 
The  school-house  belonging  to  district  No.  2,  "Williamstown,  under  its 
present  popular  teacher,  is  giving  general  satisfaction.  It  is  kept  open 
during  the  whole  year,  and  averages  one  hundred  pupils,  all  of  whom 
are  taught  free  of  charge. 

District  No.  3,  Brooklin,  owns  no  school-house,  but  the  room,  occu- 
pied for  the  school,  is  owned  by  a  religious  denomination  thi^t  has 
very  generously  furnished  it  for  the  use  of  said  school  without  charge. 
Before  the  pressure  of  the  times  was  so  seriously  felt,  the  inhabitants 
of  this  district  had  it  in  contemplation  to  erect  a  school-house,  and 
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thifl,  I  prcsnnio,  will  be  acc<)m])Hshed  at  no  distant  day.  The  Bcbool 
will  l)o  ko|)t  o|)('ii  three  tcnriH  the  proKoiit  year;  the  attendance  of 
jmpilH  is  very  i^ood.  Jt  is  (.'oiMliieted  hy  female  toaehcrs,  wiio  liave 
^ivcn  ^encnil  sutisfaction,  I  Itcllc^vd  ;  the  Keiiool  Ih  free. 

J)iritri(;t  No.  '»,  ( 'olo's  Mill,  iitiiiihcrrt  hut  few  HcholurK  ;  tlie  Bcliool  18 
open  two  terms — one  in  the  summer,  an<l  the  other  during  the  winter. 
IhiB  (listriet  has  always  niaintaitied  a  free  scliool  ;  it  is  ineor])orated, 
and  they  are  thus  all'orded  tlie  faeilitics  of  raising  money,  and  con- 
Bcquently  ]>Hy  ^ood  salaries. 

K  District  No.  (i,  Tnion,  is  Bmall,  hut  is  connected,  by  parts  of  other 
districts  from  adjoiniuL!;  eounties—Ciloucester  and  Altantic.  I  mi^lit 
state  here,  however,  that  jVtlantic  district  seceded  a  few  niontiifl 
since,  but  still  (Jloucester  remains,  and  the  two  districts  combined 
form  a  very  respectable  school,  as  to  numljcrs ;  it  is  taught  two  terms — 
one  in  the  summer,  and  one  in  the  winter;  the  school  is  free ;  the 
house  is  a  cjood  traine  buildinir,  and  recently  constructed.  The  six  dis- 
tricts named  comprise  the  whole,  and  some  of  them,  I  regret  to  say, 
hibor  under  serious  disadvantage,  in  regard  to  the  non-uniformity  of 
"books,"  etc.,  which  some  eil'ort  is  making  to  correct. 

The  people  of  the  township  very  generously  voted  ns  )5il,200,  and 
what  Ave  shall  receive  from  the  state  and  other  sources  will  be  $800 
more,  which  will  be  sutlicient  to  defray  all  expenses. 

GEO.  W.  ALLEN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


NEWTON. 

The  answers  to  printed  questions,  I  hope,  will  prove  satisfactory, 
though  to  arrive  at  much  precision  in  regard  to  the  attendance  of  the 
pupils  at  school,  in  some  of  the  districts,  seems  almost  impossible, 
owing  to  change  of  teachers,  which  lias  occurred  since  last  year. 

The  teachers  arc  all  licensed,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  there  is 
an  increased  interest  taken  to  conduct  these  institutions  in  a  becoming 
manner  by  both  teachers  and  trustees.  It  will  be  perceived  the  town- 
ship has  agreed  to  raise  $3  per  child  on  all  between  five  and  eighteen 
years  of  age,  thereby  materially  lessening  special  taxation.  The  dis- 
tricts have  all  been  incorporated,  with  one  exception. 

I  cannot  divest  myself  of  the  belief  that  popular  education  gains 
strength  among  us,  and  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  it  will 
be  rightly  appreciated. 

B.  W.  BLACKWOOD, 

Town  Sujpcnnttndeni. 


UNION. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  school  statistics  of  this  township, 
which  can  be  relied  upon  as  correct,  being  an  accurate  transcript  from 
the  registers  o^  the  ditfercnt  schools. 

An  acknowledgment  is  here  due  the  teachers  for  the  correctness 
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of  their  reports,  and  the  promptness  with  which   they  liare  been 
furnislied. 

We  have  two  districts  in  this  township,  Xos.  2 'and  3 — ^No.  1  hav- 
ing been  set  ofl'to  Centre  township  several  years  since, 

Ko.  2,  Pine  Grove  district,  lias  hut  one  school.  The  system  of  in- 
struction has  been  good,  and  the  inhabitants  are  favorably  impressed 
with  the  result.  The  school-house  is  a  small  frame  building,  some- 
what dilapidated  by  the  progress  of  time — very  inconveniently 
located,  and  decidedly  behind  the  spirit  of  the  age.  They  had  de- 
signed erecting,  this  season,  a  fine  brick  structure,  but  the  pressure  of 
the  times  has  caused  an  indetinite  postpo^iement  of  the  enterprise. 

No.  3,  Gloucester  city  district,  has  three  schools — primary^  second- 
ary and  grammar — the  two  former  taught  by  females,  and  the  latter 
by  males. 

The  female  schools  are  filled  to  their  utmost  capacity.  The  district 
erected  last  year  a  fine,  large,  brick  school-house,  forty-five  by  seventy 
feet,  two  stories  high,  convenient  of  access,  thoroughl}^  ventilated,  and 
enclosed  with  a  spacious  playground.  The  house  is  finished  with  glass 
partitions,  recitation-rooms,  etc.,  and  furnished  with  the  latest  im- 
proved iron  seats  and  benches,  adapted  to  the  age  and  convenience  of 
the  pupils  of  the  different  departments — with  maps,  globes,  black- 
boards, etc.  The  schools  are  regularly  organized  and  classified,  the 
books  are  furnished  by  the  districts,  and  the  financial  condition  is 
healthy. 

There  is  some  disaffection  in  the  district  in  regard  to  the  teachers ; 
but,  upon  the  whole,  I  can  cheerfully  report  intellectual  progress. 

The  Catholic  school  is  not  included  in  my  statistical  report ;  it  is 
under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  church — free;  attendance  from 
seventy  to  eighty. 

J.  H.  BANKS, 
Town  Supermtendent. 


WASHINGTON. 

In  consequence  of  the  neglect  of  the  teachers  in  furnishing  me  with 
the  registers  required  by  law  (notwithstanding  they  were  requested  to 
do  so),  I  am  unable  to  answer  correctly  in  series  No.  2  your  questions 
Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13  and  14.  I  have,  however,  submitted 
my  opinion,  which  will  not  vary  far  from  the  facts  in  the  case.  I  find 
the  trustees  neglect  their  duty  to  a  lamentable  extent.  The  first  I 
hear  of  a  school-house  is  a  teacher  engaged,  without  any  attention 
paid  to  his  or  her  capability.  I  am  then  called  upon  to  license,  in 
connection  with  the  trustees,  and  the  consequence  is  that  too  often  we 
have  incompetent  teachers.  The  trustees  seldom  attend  at  the 
schools,  hence  the  superintendent's  influence  is  unsustained,  and  the 
teachers  and  scholars  have  it  too  much  their  own  way.  While  giving 
my  list  of  complaints,  I  am  compelled  to  say  that  the  school  funds  are 
often  used  for  township  purposes,  the  schools  having  to  wait ;  the 
county  funds  are  retained  for  township  delinquency,  etc.  Now,  first, 
should  not  the  teacher  be  compelled  to  furnish  the  registers  previous 


to  liiB  pay?  Scoond,  filiould  not  the  truKtccg  bo  compelled  to  attend 
monthly,  ono-luilf  day,  lit  IcjiKt,  und  perform  all  their  duties,  under  a 
line?  and  bIiouUI  not  tlio  btatu  and  county  tund.s  be  paid  at  once  to 
the  Biipcrintondont  ? 

I1:A   lillADSIIAW, 

Tmon  iSiiperiniendeut. 


CAPE  MAY  COUNTY. 


CAI'C    ISLAND. 


In  complying  with  your  request,  in  making  ont  and  transmitting 
you  my  report  for  the  ]M*cscnt  year,  I  find  myself  altogether  unpre- 
parcMJ  to  furnish  you  with  any  statistics  that  will  be  found  as  correct  as 
most  of  the  reportt^  you  are  in  the  habit  of  receiving. 

Notwithstanding  I  reported  so  favorably  of  our  teacher,  who  bad 
just  made  a  commencement  one  year  ago,  and  presented  our  district 
school  in  rather  a  nourishing  aspect,  I  cannot  do  so  now.  I  did  not 
receive  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  report  from  the  teacher,  nor  did  I 
receive  any  report  from  our  school  trustees  till  one  month  after  the 
eleventh  hour,  supposing  that  mercy  and  leniency  would  secure  to 
them  their  quota,  notwithstanding  their  neglect.  Since  my  last  re- 
port, our  district  school  has  been  open  for  three  terms,  but  at  present 
it  is  closed,  without  any  immediate  prospect  of  its  being  reopened 
for  free  instruction.  AVe  have  no  school-house,  as  I  stated  in  my  last 
which  belongs  to  the  district,  and  when  we  have  a  school,  we  hire  a 
room  which  was  fitted  up  for  that  purpose — the  property  of  the  city 
at  ninety-six  dollars  per  year  ;  we  need  a  house  of  our  own,  to  belong 
to  the  district,  but  having  no  school  funds  on  hand,  things  must  re- 
main in  statu  quo  with  us  so  far  as  the  house  is  concerned ;  but  we 
have  two  subscription  schools  opened  at  this  time,  one  by  a  female, 
and  the  other  a  select  school  of  a  higher  grade,  which  is  conducted 
by  a  young  man  who  is  a  graduate  of"  Carlisle  College,  Pa.  The 
number  of  children  who  are  entitled,  according  to  law,  to  receive  in- 
struction from  cur  district  school,  stands  at  the  same  tigurc  as  last  vear 
judging  from  the  late  and  imperfect  report  as  received  from  thetrns^ 
tees.  The  children  who  attended  while  our  district  school  was  open 
made,  perhaps,  as  much  progress  as  could  resonably  be  expected  under 
the  circumstances,  with  the  exception  of  now  and  then  a  topsv-hon<led 
urchin,  which  will  be  found  in  almost  every  school,  ilere  all-.w 
me  to  correct  an  error  made  in  my  last  report, "owing  to  incorrect  in- 
formation. I  stated  that  the  school  was  opened  and  closed  with 
prayer,  which  was  not  the  case;  it  was  only  opened  with  prayer.  Our 
people  seem  to  take,  perhaps,  as  much  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion as  most  others,  but  at  the  present  time,  when  rebellion  is  rife  in 
some  portions  of  our  glorious  republic,  and  consequently  war  has  fol- 
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lowed,  which  deraniyes  and  embarrasses  every  department  of  life, 
they,  the  people,  feel  almost  compelled,  though  very  reluctantly,  to 
suspend  for  a  season,  in  some  measure  at  least,  school  operations, 
owing  to  the  contracted  condition  of  their  finances 

JAMES  S.  KENNEDY, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LOWER. 

There  arc  441  persons,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  in  the 
township.  The  tax  ifor  schools,  raised  by  the  township,  is  $2  per 
head,  amounting  to  $882  ;  received  from  the  state,  $184  90  ;  surplus 
interest,  $64  50;  apportionment  to  each  scholar,  $2  50;  appropriated 
to  the  school,  $1,102  50.  I  have  paid  quarterly  visits  to  the  different 
schools  of  the  township,  and  have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  condi- 
tion of  the  schools.  So  far  as  I  can  judge,  there  is  not  any  marked 
progress  in  their  condition,  generally.  This  is  owing,  no  doubt,  in 
great  measure,  to  a  want  of  suitable  books  in  most  of  them.  The 
scholars  have  to  be  classed  according  to  the  number  of  the  different 
kinds  of  books ;  or  a  whole  class  have  but  one  or  two  books  to  use. 
There  are  no  maps  or  globes  in  any  of  them,  and  no  apparatus  of  any 
kind,  except  blackboards. 

The  people  generally  are  not  as  much  interested  in  the  cause  of  pub- 
lic schools  as  tliey  should  be.  County  examiners  have  been  appointed 
the  last  year,  and  our  teachers  are  licensed  by  them  with  grades,  so 
that  the  trustees  can  know  what  are  the  qualifications  which  a  teacher 
possesses  before  they  employ  him ;  but  it  sometimes  happens  that  a 
teacher  of  the  lower  grade  is  employed,  and  paid  as  well  as  one  with 
a  hiMier  grade.  This  matter  lies  with  the  trustees,  and  they  are  re- 
sponsible, so  far  as  securing  good  teachers  are  concerned. 
^  DAVID  EAVING, 

Town  Superintendent. 

MIDDLE. 

Herewith  I  forward  the  required  statistical  report,  which  is  as  cor- 
rect as  can  be  obtained  at  present.  The  absence  of  proper  registers, 
and  the  failure  of  teachers  to  report,  render  it  impossible  to  inake  my 
report  positively  correct.  Examiners  have  been  appointed  ;  our  teach- 
ers are  all  licensed,  and  arc  giving  general  satisfaction.  A  gradually 
increasing  interest  in  the  cause  of  popular  education  is  clearly  appar- 
ent. Public  education,  compared  with  what  it  was  ten  years  ago,  pre- 
sents a  marked  change  for  the  better.  Notwithstanding  flie  many 
alterations  recommended  in  our  school  law,  we  believe  that  when  that 
law  can  be  properly  executed,  and  the  people  maintain,  support  and 
carry  out  its  provisions  in  a  proper  spirit,  our  schools  will  be  much  in 
advance  of  what  they  are  at  present,  and  will  come  up  to  the  stand- 
ard which  the  friends  of  popular  education  so  much  desire  to  see. 

JOHN  W.  SAYAIN, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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ESSKX  ("<H\TV 

BEI.LEVII.MC. 

Wo  have  tlio  satisfaction  to  report  all  the  district  bcHooIb  in  the 
towiisliij)  of  P.cllcvillo  to  1)C  ill  a  liciiltliy  cornlition. 

All  the  Hchools  in  the  several  districts,  under  the  care  of  the  Bupcr- 
intcTulcnt,  arc  free. 

All  have  been  kejit  rof^ularly  open  during  the  year,  •with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  nsiinl  vaeations;  one;  exco])ted,  the  South  liclleville,  whore 
Bonie  iiit{'rni[)tionrt  have  occurred  on  account  of  the  intcrfijrence  of  a 
y()un<^  man  coinniencinj^  to  teach  without  license.  The  trustees 
have  so  arranged  the  nuitter,  by  ])lacing  their  fcIi(m»1  under  the  care  of 
a  competent  teacher,  that  they  hope  to  have  no  further  trouble. 

Tlie  trustees  of  the  several  districts  have  been  faithful,  and  are  gen- 
erally alive  to  the  interest  and  comfort  of  the  pupils. 

Ail  the  districts,  but  one,  have  good  houses,  and  are  well  taken 
care  of;  some  are  well  furnished,  and  all  have  comfortable  scats. 

The  South  ]>cllevillc  district  has  no  school-room,  their  school  being 
at  present  accommodated  in  private  rooms,  which  has  heretofore  been 
kept  in  the  village  chapel. 

The  attendance  of  the  scholars  is  not  as  punctual  as  to  give  satis- 
faction to  teachers. 

School  registers  are  generally  looked  to,  but  are  not  as  complete  in 
detail  as  desirable. 

With  the  people  generally,  our  free  institutions  are  approved  and 
in  favor. 

"Parents  and  guardians  are  not  as  much  interested  as  the  importance 
of  the  proper  education  of  their  children  demand,  and  are  too  much 
inclined  to  leave  the  responsibility  with  the  otHcers  of  the  school. 

The  superintendent  and  trustees  receive  too  little  encouragement 
from  the  public  in  the  important  work  committed  to  them.  The  care 
of  having  a  place  in  school,  in  many  cases,  has  by  no  means  a  salu- 
tary etleet  on  the  pupil  or  parent,  for,  as  a  general  rule,  that  which 
costs  nothing  is  little  prized. 

The  superintendent  is  perfectly  convinced  that  more  decided  meas- 
ures should  be  ado])ted  to  wake  up  the  people  to  the  great  business  of 
disseminating  learning  among  the  masses,  for  the  promotion  and  pre- 
servation of  our  institutions. 

The  superiutendent  is  aware  that  the  present  is  not  the  proper  time 
rightly  to  estimate  the  public  mind  as  interested  in  domestic  institu- 
tions of  learning,  lie  would  express  his  hopes,  however,  that  a  more 
propitious  time  may  soon  come,  when  these  schools  may  receive  the 
care  and  attention  which  their  importance  deserves. 

We  have,  in  the  bounds  of  the  second  river  district,  a  school  nnder 
the  care  of  the  Catholic  church,  which  is  respectable  in  numbers,  but 
the  superintendent  has  no  knowledge  of  its  internal  arrangements. 

There  is  also  a  private  school  in  South  Belleville,  under  the  care  of 
a  female  teacher,  which,  I  believe,  is  doing  well,  and  favored  by  re- 
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spectable  families  in  the  neighborhood,  who  are  better  satisfied  to 
have  their  children  educated  in  a  more  private  wav. 

SAMUEL  L;  ward, 

Town  Su-perintendent 


CALDWELL. 

A  few  remarks,  in  addition  to  the  statistical  report  (which  is  as 
accurate  as  I  can  make  from  the  data  furnished),  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

Seven  of  our  schools  have  been  in  operation  for  the  greater  part  of 
the  year.  The  eighth,  which  is  located  in  a  small  district,  has  been 
closed ;  but  the  people  have  availed  themselves  of  school  privileges  by 
sending  to  districts  adjoining. 

Thouiih  we  may  not  be  behind  other  rural  sections  of  the  state  in 
our  estimate  of  education,  the  mass  of  the  people  are  not  sufficiently 
awake  to  its  importance  to  make  our  schools  as  vigorous,  efficient,  and 
thorough  as  they  should  be. 

In  comparing  the  present  with  the  past,  however,  I  am  glad  to  an- 
nounce progress.  Two  hundred  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  township 
tax,  have  been  raised  by  the  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  districts,  whicn 
enable  them  to  maintain  their  school  free.  Our  school-houses  are  in 
better  condition,  but  more  remains  to  be  done  to  them  and  their  sur- 
roundings, to  make  them  attracting  and  pleasing.  Our  schools  are 
better  supplied  with  books,  and  our  teachers  manifest  a  zeal  which  is 
truly  praiseworthy,  when  we  consider  the  meagre  encouragement  they 
receive  from  their  patrons.  They  rarely  ever  honor  the  schools  with 
their  presence,  and  the  trustees  seldom  visit  the  schools  to  inspect  the 
work  they  have  engaged  the  teachers  to  perform,  thus  manifesting 
an  indifference  far  from  commendable. 

A  better  day,  we  trust,  is  dawning,  and  we  hope  no  retrogade 
movement  will  take  place,  and  that  our  system  of  instruction  will 
soon  be  so  perfected,  that  an  opportunity  will  be  offered  to  all,  rich 
and  poor,  to  acquire  an  education  sufficient  to  exercise,  intelligently, 
the  rights  of  freemen,  and  to  discharge,  creditably,  all  the  duties 
which  may  devolve  upon  them  as  citizens  of  a  republican  common- 
wealth. 

A.  O.  KENT, 
Town  Sm^erinUndcnt. 


LIVINGSTON. 

I  do  not  know  that  there  is  anything  in  addition  to  my  statistical 
report,  which  specially  needs  to  be  laid  before  you,  but  will  bricfiy 
add,  that  I  have  found  some  difficulty  in  making  the  table  as  correct 
as  it  should  be.  The  difficulty  arises  (in  my  o] union),  from  a  too  fre- 
quent change  of  teachers,  those  leaving  generally  taking  their  lists  of 
attendance  away  with  them.  And  here,  let  me  inquire  if  the  state 
superintendent  is  not   authorized  to  furnish  each  public  school  in 
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the  state  with  ii  hhiiik  rc'o;istor,  iit  the  expcuso  of  tho  Btatc  '  If  not, 
1  Wdiild  Hn<^^«'.^t  that  h(!  hhoiiM  he,  in  onh;r  to  ol)viuto  tliiw  difliculty. 
Our  rtchooln  are  much  in  tho  Haino  condition  as  reported  last  year, 
with,  ])robahly,  a  bli^htly  incrtyi.sing  interest  in  tho  cauac  of  iKjpular 
education.  1  rcjjjret  to  say  tliat  there  is  still  too  njueli  neglect  on  the 
part  of  trustees  to  visit  the  schouls,  because  I  believe  it  is  a  ^reat  en- 
eoura^ernent  to  teachers  and  sclnihirs  t<»  have  thcni,  and  jtarenfs,  also, 
visit  the  seliools  frequently,  thereby  hhowinj^  th(;y  are  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  matter.  And  I  hop{!  and  trust  that  the  increasint^  inter- 
est, though  snuill  and  slow,  will  soon  be  j^reatlv  aii«^ment(!d. 

ANDIiEW  TKED, 

Town  Superintendent. 


MILI.nURN. 

In  niakini,'  this,  my  annual  report,  to  you  of  the  condition  of  public 
schools  in  this  townsliip,  I  am  unable  to  find  anything  that  can  be 
said  in  reference  to  our  wants  and  shortcomings,  excepting  what  was 
reported  in  my  last  annual  communication  to  you.  Our  school  affairs 
remain  in  afdhc  fjifo ;  the  same  apathy  on  the  part  of  parents;  the 
same  ncgliirencc  on  the  part  of  trustees;  the  same  number  of  small, 
feeble  districts,  still  exist,  and  in  conseijuence  we  have  teachers  of  the 
same  grade,  ill-paid,  and  with  no  inducements  to  exert  themselves  in 
their  duties.  As  the  result  of  financial  embarrassment,  no  money  has 
been  raised  but  that  by  taxation  ;  as  it,  however,  amounted  to  a  very 
considerable  sum,  it  has  sufficed  to  keep  most  of  the  schools  open  a 
reasonable  length  of  time.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that 
in  this  toM'nship  the  children  have  been  taught  as  well  as  their  pai'cnU 
desire ,'  but  not  as  well  as  they  viifjht  he  by  a  re-arrangement  of  the 
districts,  a  diminution  of  their  number,  paying  the  teachers  larger 
salaries,  and  procuring  better  teachers.  There  is  no  child  among  us 
who  cannot  learn  the  rudiments  of  an  English  education,  if  he  choose 
and  his  parents  wish  it.  On  the  other  hand,  nothing  but  the  clemonte 
arc  taugiit,  and  no  child  can  hope  to  get  beyond  the  confines  of  spell- 
ing, geography  and  arithmetic. 

The  statistics  which  you  desire  are  all,  I  take  it  for  granted,  em- 
bodied in  the  questions  you  sent  me  in  the  form  of  circulars.  I  have 
replied  to  them  all,  -with  the  exception  of  Xos.  5,  6,  7,  8  and  0,  of 
series  No.  2.  These  I  have  found  it  impossible  to  get  in  a  proper 
manner  from  the  teachers.  In  consequence  of  the  freqnent  changes 
which  we  have  had  this  year,  there  are  none  of  the  schools  but  whose 
teachers  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  statistics  of  the  school  durin^-  the 
earlier  part  of  the  year,  and,  a3  I  was  unaware  that  such  questions 
would  be  asked,  I  did  not  request  the  teachers  in  the  first  quarter  to 
report  such  items.  I  hope  the  report,  such  as  it  is,  will  be  satisfac- 
tory. 

EDWAKD  T.  T^IimiXGIIAM, 

Town  Superintendent. 
7 
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NEWARK. 

The  cause  of  public  education  in  the  city  of  Newark,  instead  of  re- 
ceivinsj  a  cheek  from  the  disturbances  that  have  ao;itated  the  nation,  has 
been  making  a  good  degree  of  advancement.  Tlie  derangement  of 
business  has  driven  many  of  our  boys  and  youth  from  the  workshops 
to  the  school -room. 

The  attendance  has  been  larger  than  during  any  previous  year  in 
the  history  of  our  public  schools.  There  has  been  opened  before  us 
the  Book  of  Providence,  from  which  all  classes  have  been  disposed  to 
derive  lessons  of  wisdom. 

The  eft'ects  of  disobedience  to  wholesome  laws  and  regulations  have 
been  inerasably  written  upon  the  minds  of  pupils  and  parents,  and  we 
have  had  held  up  before  us,  in  bold  contrast,  the  superiority  of  a  law- 
abiding  over  a  disloyal  community.  There  has  never  been  a  period 
in  the  history  of  our  state  in  whicli  the  proper  discipline  and  culture 
of  our  children  have  assumed  such  magnitude. 

It  is  the  pride  of  our  citizens  that  our  schools  have  not  suffered  from 
the  calamities  that  have  befallen  the  nation.  Parents  may  submit  to 
the  loss  of  property,  but  very  few  are  willing  to  sacrifice  the  educa- 
tional interests  of  their  children.  Our  schools  have  been  conducted 
as  economically  as  is  consistent  with  their  efficiency  and  stability. 

Though  the}'  have  made  rapid  advancement  in  everything  that  per- 
tains to  usefulness,  we  think  it  is  not  a  mere  mushroom  growth. 

Our  commissioners  have  labored  in  perfect  harmony — no  one  has 
manifested  any  disposition  to  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  party  the 
welfare  of  schools.  The  cost  of  tuition,  including  fuel,  books,  and 
every  item  pertaining  to  our  expenditures,  except  for  building  pur- 
poses, has  been  $8  70  per  pupil,  including  pupils  of  all  grades. 

The  average  number  on  the  roll,  including  the  normal  and  evening 
schools,  is  about  six  thousand,  giving  an  average  to  each  teacher  of 
fifty-four  pupils. 

The  interest  in  the  schools  manifested  by  the  visitation  of  patrons, 
though  not  as  great  as  is  desirable,  continues  to  increase,  year  by 
year.  The  exercises  and  discipline  in  most  of  our  schools  are  really 
attractive. 

One  primary  school  building  has  been  erected  daring  the  year,  at  a 
cost  of  $3,G00,  which  will  accommodate  four  hundred  pupils  ;  besides 
this,  very  little  has  been  done  for  increasing  school  accommodations. 
Some  of  our  old  school-houses  need  to  be  modernized. 

The  character  of  our  teachers  is  above  suspicion  in  regard  to  moral 
and  intellectual  cpialifications,  and  I  believe  they  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  the  community.  There  are  some,  however,  who  are  more  ambitious 
to  excel  in  their  profession  than  others,  and  when  this  element  exists 
in  the  teacher,  it  is  manifest  among  the  i)upils. 

i^With  all  these  favoring  circumstances,  we  may  reasonably  hope  for 
the  best  results  from  our  system  of  pubUc  education. 

GEO.  B.  SEARS, 

City  Superintendent. 
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(UtANOK, 

In  making  my  report  for  tlio  year  1861,  I  liavo  to  Bay  tliat  there 
lias  been  no  special  clian^o  witli  reference  to  Bcliool-books,  Bchool- 
hoiises,  teacberB,  or  mode  of  eondurlin^  bdiooln,  since  my  last  annual 
report. 

liy  tlio  erection  of  the  townsliin  of  Soutli  Oranfje,  one  part  of  a  dis- 
trict is  wholly  taken  from  uk.  We  now  liavo  nine  wliole  ones  and 
one  part  of  a  district.  In  one  they  liave  had  no  school  during  the 
year.  lieinnj  on  the  mountain,  the  })opulation  sparse,  and  not  very 
Btronf^  in  meaiiH,  they  have  waited  and  reserved  their  money,  that  they 
may  l)o  ai)le  to  have  a  better  school,  and  for  a  longer  time  than  here- 
tofore, at  any  one  period. 

]Jy  the  acconi|):myin<^  statistics,  it  may  be  seen  that  of  the  two 
thousand  and  lifty  live  children  reported  bctwen  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen  years,  only  nine  hundred  and  lifty -six  have  attended  the 
public  schools  at  all,  and  that  the  average  attendance  has  been  only 
lour  hundred  and  sixty-one. 

AVhen  it  is  recolle(;ted  tliat  there  is  a  large  parochial  school,  num- 
bering from  eighty  to  one  hundred  children,  and  that  there  are  no 
less  than  six  private  schools  within  our  town,  it  will  apj)ear  that  more 
than  nine  hundred  and  fifty-six  of  the  wliole  number  have  attended 
school,  although  not  found  in  the  public  schools.  Notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  average  attendance  has  been  so  small,  I  think  the 
public  schools  arc  taking  a  stronger  hold  of  the  public  mind,  and  are 
exerting  an  inllucnce  that  will  soon  be  more  strongly  developed  than 
ever  before.  A  large  number  of  our  citizens,  of  position  and  influ- 
ence, are  turning  their  attention  to  them.  The  subject  of  graded 
schools  is  under  uiscussion  among  us  ;  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
take  immediately  some  preliminary  steps  that  shall  finally  result  in  a 
regularly  organized  board,  and  a  more  efficient  system  of  education 
for  our  town,  at  comparatively  less  expense,  so  that  a  larger  number 
of  children  may  be  benetited  at  less  cost  per  scholar.  It  is  proposed 
to  make  the  ]>ul)lic  schools  so  efficient  and  desirable  that  the  private 
schools  will  be  dispensed  with,  almost,  if  not  altogether.  It  is  thought 
that  two  or  more  districts,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  voters 
thereof,  may  be  abolished,  and  a  new  one  organized  from  them,  under 
the  present  law ;  and  when  the  proper  time  shall  come,  that  a  law 
that  will  meet  our  wants  may  be  framed  and  presented  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  its  sanction.  I  trust  that  the  time  will  soon  come,  when,  in 
our  town,  the  children  of  all  classes,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
shall  have  aftorded  them  facilities  for  acquiring,  in  the  best  possible 
manner,  an  amount  of  useful  knowledge  that  will  fit  them,  at  least 
for  anv  of  the  useful  walks  of  life. 

H.  INGALSBE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


SOUTH  ORANGE. 

The  township  of  South  Orange  was  organized  from  Clinton  and 
Orange,  at  the  last  session  of  our  legislature.     Its  first  election  was 
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held  in  April,  and  about  the  first  of  May  last  I  entered  upon  active 
duties  as  town  superintendent.  My  report,  therefore,  embraces  a 
period  of  six  months,  except  as  to  attendance  at  school,  which  I  have 
trom  information  for  a  year  past.  The  statistics  furnished  you  are  the 
result  of  "personal  examination  and  inquiry  of  teachers.  I  have  had  no 
distinct  reports. 

I  examined  thorouo;]ily  alb  the  schools  soon  after  entering  upon 
my  duties.  I  found  all,  except  one,  in  good  condition,  and  was  much 
pleased  with  the  method  of  instruction  and  discipline.  The  excep- 
tion, under  the  judicious  management  of  the  present  teacher,  has  im- 
proved beyond  my  expectation.  One  of  the  schools  in  my  township 
exhibits  most  strikingly  the  benefit  derived  from  fair  salary,  to,  and 
continued  engagement  of,  teachers.  I  have  seen  something  of  the 
public  schools  of  New  York,  and,  in  its  little  way,  I  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  submit  that  school  to  the  examination  of  any  commissioner  of 
New  York. 

I  have  made  several  visits  to  each  school,  extending  each  through 
an  entire  session.  I  have  examined  the  children,  by  classes,  in  all 
their  studies ;  have  required  each  one  who  was  learning  to  write,  to 
bring  to  me  the  book  for  inspection,  and  am  pleased  to  say  that  my 
last  visits  have  shown  a  very  decided  advance  in  all  the  schools. 

There  is  not  yet  a  suflicient  interest  in  tlie  school  taken  by  parents. 
It  is  increasing ;  and  I  think  my  successor  will  not  have  cause  to  com- 
plain of  this  as  much  as  I  at  first  had. 

I  have  endeavored  to  bring  about  unformity  in  text-books,  and 
have  succeeded  pretty  well.  Another  year  will  see  this  important 
result  accomplished.  The  books  used  are  those  formerly  approved 
by  you,  and,  in  great  part,  adopted  when  I  assumed  duties. 

The  school-houses  are  in  good  order,  well  cleaned,  and  pretty  well 
ventilated.  Two  of  them  are  furnished  with  modern  desks  and  seats. 
Blackboards  are  provided  in  all,  but  no  outline  maps.  Map  drawing, 
■with  colored  crayons,  is  successfully  pursued  in  one  of  the  schools. 
Music  is  not  taught  in  any  ;  but,  in  one,  singing  closes  the  school 
every  day,  and  in  it  all  the  children  unite. 

JAMES  S.  SANDFORD, 

Town  Superintendent. 


GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 


CLAYTON. 


In  preparing  my  third  annual  report  of  public  schools  in  our  town- 
ship, 1  find  the  same  difliculty  as  in  the  past,  in  regard  to  reports  from 
teachers,  having  received  but  two  out  of  five. 

This  arises  mostly  from  such  frequent  changes  of  teachers.  I  might 
give  a  correct  statement  from  these  two,  but  this  would  not  show  the 
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uumbor  attending  tlio  Bj)0(;i(lc(l  time,  nor  the  a>rcraj;e  attendance  for 
the  wliolo  townsliii).  J'lit'rctoio,  I  liavo  iiuidc  my  table  from  wliat  I 
have  Been,  and  IVom  my  foniicr  rej)ort8, 

Tlie  wliok;  iniiiihcr  of  sdiol.-irrf,  b«!tween  live  and  eif^hteeii,  an  re- 
ported to  iiic,  is  Bcvcn  Inuidrcd  and  ninety-live — a  decrease  ol"  fifteen 
from  last  year. 

There  Ik  but  one  dintrict  in  wliich  there  is  a  free  school. 

In  district  No.  1  tlierc  is  a  new  Kchool-houso  built,  and  a  small 
school  is  in  successful  operation.  This  is  a  private  enterprise,  and 
they  have  not  called  on  nic  for  any  of  the  ])ublic  money. 

In  district  No.  'A  they  have  divided  their  school  and  employed  a 
female  teacher,  and  ex[)cct  fjjood  results  therefrom. 

In  districts  Nos.  2.  4  and  .5,  they  are  pursuing  their  own  course,  and 
have  school  while  the  public  money  lasts,  yet  there  seems  to  be  a  de- 
termination on  the  part  of  parents  that  their  children  shall  know  how 
to  read  and  write;  and,  in  fact,  there  seems  to  be  an  increasing  inter- 
est in  schools. 

Thi;  dillercnt  schools  have  been  open  the  usual  time  the  past  year, 
ranging  from  six  to  eleven  months. 

Schools,  like  individuals,  have  their  friends  and  enemies,  but  I  think 
I  can  safely  say  the  schools  in  districts  Nos.  1  and  3  will  compare 
favorably  with  any  in  the  county. 

The  teachers  have  all  been  licensed  by  the  superintendent  and 
trustees.     We  iiave  no  county  examiners. 

"While  we  cannot  boast  of  great  improvement  in  education,  we  are, 
nevertheless,  gratified  to  believe  that  there  is  some  progress.  But 
while  parents,  trustees  (yes,  and  superintendent),  pay  so  little  atten- 
tion to  this  important  matter,  we  cannot  expect  very  rapid  advance- 
ment. I  must  confess  I  have  not  given  that  attention  the  case 
demands. 

When  I  was  elected  to  this  office  there  were  financial  difficulties  to 
overcome,  arising  from  a  division  of  the  township.  These  things  are 
properly  adjusted,  and  if  the  people  are  disposed  to  elect  another  in 
my  place,  at  the  coming  town  meeting,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction  to 
know  that  I  have  acte(i  impartially,  and  in  a  good  degree  performed 
my  duty. 

While  it  is  desirable  the  state  would  furnish  ample  means  to  edu- 
cate the  children,  I  suppose  we  need  not  look  for  any  extra  appropria- 
tions this  year.  The  money  is  being  used  to  teach  our  enemies  they 
must  be  obedient  to  the  constitution  and  laws;  and  I  believe  New 
Jersey  will  furnish  means  to  educate  her  children,  and  men  to  sup- 
press this  wicked  rebellion. 

EDWAP.D  T.  LUTZ, 

Taum  Supenniendent. 


DEPTFORD. 

In  attempting  to  report  the  state  of  our  public  schools,  I  feel  there 
is  little  to  be  said  without  repeating  what  has  been  said  on  former  oc- 
casions.    The  same  indifterence  on  the  part  of  parents  still  plaiolj 
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manifests  itself  in  various  ways — one  of  wliieh  is  the  almost 
entire  neglect  to  attend  the  annual  nieetinj^  for  the  election  of  trus- 
tees ;  in  some  instances,  not  more  than  three  or  four,  and  seldom  more 
than  six  or  eight,  persons  attend. 

One  great  ditiiculty  in  the  way  of  our  teachers,  is  the  great  variety 
of  books,  which  adds  greatly  to  their  labors,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
detracts  from  their  efficiency  by  preventing  a  proper  classification. 

The  irregularity  of  the  attendance  of  many  of  the  children  is  a 
subject  of  serious  complaint  ;  for,  when  children  attend  irregularly,  it 
cannot  be  expected  they  will  reflect  much  credit  on  the  teachers 
themselves,  or  their  parents,  by  their  advancement  in  education. 

The  freeholders  of  this  county  do  not  appoint  examiners.  I  do  not 
think  we  have  suffered  any  loss  on  this  account.  Our  trustees  employ 
such  teachers  as  they  think  fit,  without  going  through  the  formality 
of  licensing.  Taking  our  teachers  as  a  whole,  there  is  a  decided  im- 
provement over  many  we  formerly  had,  even  though  they  held  a 
license. 

It  would  not  be  justice  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  township  to  close 
this  report  without  remai-king  that  we  have  two  organized  schools  and 
one  private  school  that  are  well  conducted,  and  are  kept  open  all  the 
year,  with  an  average  attendance  of  eighty  scholars.  When  we  com- 
pare these  schools  with  our  district  schools,  we  are  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion that  our  free  school  system  does  not  meet  the  wants  of  our 
most  intelligent  inhabitants. 

B.  I.  LORD, 
Tmon  Superintendent. 


GREENWICH. 

I  hereby  transmit  to  you  my  first  report  as  town  supeiintendent  of 
schools  in  Greenwich  township,  Gloucester  county. 

By  reference  to  statistics  in  your  possession,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
whole  number  of  children  is  six  hundred  and  fifty. 

Of  this  number,  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  have  attended  school, 
leaving,  as  appears  by  the  register,  eighty-eight  who  have  not. 

This,  however,  is  not  the  fact,  inasmuch  as  there  are  severel  who 
attend  private  schools,  over  which  1  have  no  jurisdiction,  which,  I  am 
happy  to  state,  would  greatly  diminish  that  number. 

Terms  of  tuition  vary  from  $2  40  to  $5  per  quarter  of  seventy-two 
days,  according  to  the  branches  taught.  There  are  live  public  schools, 
all  of  which  have  been  open  most  of  the  year,  averaging  nine  and 
a  half  months. 

The  amount  raised  by  tax  is  $800  ;  'school  fund  for  this  township, 
$272  00;  amount  of  surplus  revenue  interest,  $148  02;  making  the 
sum  of  $1,220  98,  which  will  be  expended  for  pchooling  purposes. 

Allow  me  to  suggest  that  the  state  superintendent,  or  the  state, 
through  him,  should  furnish  every  town  superintendent  a  book  of 
registry  for  every  school  in  his  township,  to  be  the  property  of  said 
school  district,  in  which  every  teacher  should  be  compelled  to  keep  his 
register,  according  to  law.     By  that  method  the  state  superintendent 
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would  li!ivn  more  accurato  iitiHwcrfl  to  Rcrios  >fofl,  1  and  11  of  qucs- 
lioiiB,  and  tlio  tow?i  supr  rifitciidcnts  could  ol)taiii  tlicia  with  much 
greater  facility. 

JOS.  C.  WEATIIEUBY, 

Town  iSupcrintcndint. 


MANTUA. 

A  period  of  about  nine  months  only  liaving  elapsed  since  my  ap- 
pointment as  town  sujx'rintendent,  1  find  it  somewhat  dillicult  to 
make  a  lull  report,  haviiii^  hut  scanty  material  to  work  upon.  This 
hein<j^  my  iirst  attciiipl,  I  expect  to  fall  sliort  of  my  worthy  predeces- 
sor in  tliis  particular  duty.  '  I  have  visited  all  our  schools  twice  or 
more,  and,  from  observation,  feel  a  comfortable  degree  of  assurance 
that  there  is  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  children's  department,  in 
the  system  of  teaching  and  the  al)ilities  of  teachers.  I  always  give 
them  a  brief  lecture,  at  the  do.'^e  of  my  visits,  on  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion. The  children  listen  with  proper  respect,  and  ap[)ear  to  appre- 
ciate what  is  said.  Tlio  school-nouses  in  the  township  are  in  good 
repair,  except  one,  which  is  old,  yet  pretty  comfortaljle  ;  all  nave 
yards  or  playgrounds,  with  outside  conveniences,  and  the  schools  are 
furnished  with  blackboards,  maps,  i^'c.  The  grade  of  education  is  not 
very  high,  nevertheless,  it  is  promising.  The  schools  have  been  small 
a  part  of  the  season,  particularly  in  the  rural  districts,  but  liave  gene- 
rally revived,  and  arc  at  present  ju'etty  well  attended.  The  district 
trustees,  in  three  of  them,  give  proper  attention  ;  in  the  others  they 
arc  not  very  particular.  A  great  variety  of  books  are  used,  though 
one  very  important  one  is  rare — the  holy  scriptures.  I  wish  they 
"were  more  generally  encouraged  and  read  in  all  our  schools,  as  I  be- 
lieve they  are  the  moral  basis  of  a  good  education.  I  have  examined 
and  licensed  live  teachers,  renewed  the  license  of  three  others,  and  re- 
jected one. 

I  have  just  received,  for  examination,  from  B.  D.  Bozorth,  one  of 
our  skdlful  teachers,  a  plan  of  his  ''  Key  to  ^[itcheirs  school  geogra- 
phy and  atlas,  with  an  additional  lesson  of  geographical  curiosities," 
■wherein  answers  to  (piestions  on  the  maps  are  pointed  out  by  the  aid 
of  parallels  and  meridians,  and  I  thiuk  it  to  be  an  ingenious  and  very 
useful  work. 

WM.  IIAIXES, 
Toini  Superintenchni. 


WOOLWICH. 

In  aceordaneo  with  my  duty  as  superintendent  of  public  schools  in 
the  township  of  "Woolwich,  I  send  my  report  for  the  present  year.  It 
is  as  near  the  truth  iis  I  can  make  it.  Owing  to  the  want  of  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  trustees  and  teachers  in  the  various  school  districts,  I 
find  it  almost  impossible  to  obtain  an  accurate  report  from  the  various 
schools.     The  teachci*s  and  trustees  generally  guess  at  the  matter. 
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Our  usual  plan  is  to  employ  a  teacher  competent  to  teach  the  school, 
for  wliich  he  is  paid  a  certain  price  per  scholar,  according  to  agree- 
ment with  the  trustees.  Some  of  our  schools  arc  very  small ;  conse- 
quently, a  very  competent  teacher  cannot  be  employed. 

I  think  our  schools  are  generally  in  as  prosperous  condition  as  they 
have  been  at  any  former  period,  and  some  of  them  are  progressing 
finely. 

Instead  of  making  the  school  entirely  free,  we  have  been  in  the 
practice  of  dividing  the  public  money  among  the  scholars,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  time  of  attendance  at  school. 

No  county  examiners  have  been  appointed,  and  consequently  the 
superintendent  and  trustees  are  obliged  to  fiiltil  the  requirements  of 
the  law. 

No  money  has  been  raised  by  tax  to  build  or  repau-  school-houses, 
although  some  of  them  much  need  it.  Reason  why — hard  times  and 
the  war. 

In  some  cases  the  trustees  employ  teachers  who  will  work  for  the 
lowest  price,  which  is  detrimental  to  tlie  cause  of  education.  My 
own  opinion  is,  we  had  better  employ  teachers  who  are  fully  compe- 
tent, and  pay  a  price  in  proportion. 

We  have  an  excellent  school  in  Swedesboro',  under  the  care  of  an 
experienced  teacher,  and  the  attendance  has  been  large  through  the 
jear. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  we  have  reasons  for  encouragement  and 
increased  exertion  in  behalf  of  common  schools. 

SAM'L  A.  GROFF, 

Town  Superintendent. 


HUDSON  COUNTY. 


BA.Y0NNE. 


The  statistics  furnished  in  answer  to  your  two  series  of  questions 
are  the  first  you  will  have  received  from  our  township.  By  an  act  of 
the  State  Legislature  of  last  year,  we  were  set  ofi*  from  the  old  town- 
ship of  Bergen,  to  constitute  a  new  township,  under  the  style  and 
title  of  the  township  of  Bayonne.  This  gives  to  my  superintendency 
but  a  small  territory,  in  which  there  are  three  districts  and  three 
schools. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  statistics  that  the  number  who  have  at- 
tended school  is  small,  compared  with  the  number  reported  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years.  This  is  greatly  owing  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  three  private  schools  in  the  township.  Some  do 
not  seem  disposed  to  patronize  the  public  schools;  while,  in  one 
neighborhood,  which  is  principally  composed  of  Germans,  they  have 
a  private  school,  as  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  become  a  separate 
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district  according  to  law,  tl^cy  boinpf  part  of  an  incorporated  district. 
II.  in  probablo,  liuwevcr,  that  tlicy  will  bfCon!  lon^  l»c  set  oli*,  m  tlicro 
apj)C':irK  to  lio  a  ^rowiii<^  need  of  it,  wliicli,  1  fliiiik,  it*  hegirniin;;  to  be 
'Bciisibly  I'clt  ill  tli(i  diwtrict  to  which  they  bdoiifr. 

Our  H(;hoolH  all  have  lic-ensed  teachers.  The  order  and  discipline 
arc  p^enerally  j^ood.  The  people  of  the  township,  on  the  whole,  mani- 
fest considcrabh)  interest  in  «iur  schools.  Two  of  our  scbools  have 
not  chan^'cd  teachers,  the  one  for  over  a  year,  and  the  other,  as  it  re- 
spects the  iiKilo  teacher,  for  about  live  years. 

It  is  our  desire  to  coiil'onn  to  the  icfjiiiremcnts  of  the  laws  of  the 
state,  and  to  se(>  constant  improvement  in  our  several  districts  under 
the  0|»i'i",il  Ion  of  tlifsc  I;i\\'!*. 

AARON  L.  STILUVELL, 

Town  Snjycrintciiflent. 


nEKOEN. 

At  the  annual  election,  in  Ai)ril  last,  I  was  elected  town  supcrin- 
tondent  for  the  township  of  Her^en,  in  Hudson  county,  and  very  soon 
thereafter  pjave  the  recpiired  bond  to  the  town  committee,  and  entered 
on  the  duties  of  my  otHce. 

l>y  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  the  so\ithern  part 
of  the  township  of  J'ergen  was  erected  into  a  township  to  be  known 
by  the  name  of  Bayonne.  .  Before  this  act  was  passed,  there  were 
eight  school  districts  know  by  the  following  names  : 

Columbian  district  No.  1,  Franklin  district  No.  2,  "Washington  dis- 
trict No.  3, district  No.  4, district  No.  5, dis- 
trict No.  G, district  No.  7  (colored  school) ;  Communipaw  dis- 
trict No.  8.              ,                   . 

Of  these  Nos.  4,  5,  0  were  within  the  territory  of  the  new  township 
of  Bayonne  ;  of  the  other  districts  within  the  present  township  of  Ber- 
gen 1  now  make  report. 

Columbiivn  district  No.  1,  a  few  years  ago,  erected  a  commodious 
brick  school-house,  three  stories  high.  There  are  three  departments 
at  present — four  teachers — one  male  and  three  female  ;  and  there  is  a 
vacancy  which  will  proba1)ly  ere  long  be  tilled.  The  condition  of  this 
school,  I  may  freely  say,  is  excellent.  The  school-house  is  in  good 
order,  well  tltted  u]i  with  modern  school  furniture  ;  is  well  kept,  and 
everything  is  inviting  to  the  children. 

During  the  August  vacation  new  privies  were  erected,  and  other 
conveniences  provided.  A  large  addition  to  the  furniture  was  also 
made. 

The  teachers  are  all  licensed,  and  are  competent  and  efficient. 
Good  order  is  maintained,  and  at  the  successive  visits  I  have  made, 
I  have  found  tine  progress  made  by  the  scholars.  Their  neat  and 
comfortable  appearance  is  pleasant  to  the  eye  and  grateful  to  the 
heart.  The  attendance  is  large,  as  will  appear  in  the  answers  1  shall 
send  to  your  series  of  (piestions  No.  2. 

The  interest  taken  by  the  citizens  of  this  district  is  manifest  in  the 
followinij:  facts,  viz. : 
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Ist.  In  addition  to  their  quota  of  township  school  tax,  they  voted 
to  raise,  by  special  tax,  for  this  year,  twelve  tliousand  dolhirs  for  the 
support  of  the  school,  and  to  borrow  on  bond  live  hundred  dollars 
for  erection  of  privies  and  additional  school  furniture  ;  while  by  pre-' 
yious  vote  they  also  raise,  by  tax,  five  hundred)  dollars  of  principal, 
together  with  interest  on  $2,500  debt,  for  the  erection  of  the  house. 

2d.  The  trustees  sedulously  care  for  every  interest  of  the  school, 
holding  frequent  meetings  at  which  their  business  is  transacted  in  an 
orderly  manner,  and  very  fre({uently  visiting  the  school.  They  pro- 
vide the  needed  books  for  the  scholars,  and  counsel  with  the  teachers 
and  town  superintendent. 

3d.  The  teachers  all  command  the  respect  of  their  pupils. 

4th.  At  the  last  public  examination,  which  continued  for  two  days, 
there  was  a  large  attendance  of  parents  and  friends  of  the  school.  I 
am  sure  it  was  increased  in  the  confidence  of  the  citizens  to  a  large 
degree. 

Franklin  district,  No.  2,  has  two  apartmcTits.  At  present  there  are 
three  teachers,  one  male  and  two  females.  The  building  is  in  good 
order ;  some  trifling  repairs  have  been  made.  The  one  department, 
well  furnished  with  modern  desks  and  seats,  presents  a  cheerful  aspect. 
All  the  teachers  are  now  licensed,  and  I  have  found  them  actively 
employed. 

The  district  was  divided  in  1860,  by  setting  ofi"  what  is  now  Com- 
munipaw  district,  No.  8.  This  new  district  having  no  place  in  which 
a  school  could  assemble  until  their  school-house  could  be  built,  was 
obliged  to  continue  the  children  in  Franklin  district,  No.  2,  until  the 
second  day  of  September  last.  This  was  amicably  arranged  by  the 
trustees  of  the  two  districts. 

The  school  is,  on  the  whole,  well  arranged.  The  trustees  feel  inter- 
ested in  its  prosperity,  and  accordingly  visit  the  school.  A  good  de- 
gree of  order  is  maintained.  The  attendance  is  fair.  The  district 
rely  on  the  township  tax  and  state  school  money  in  their  legal  quota, 
but  raise  no  special  tax. 

Washington  district,  No.  3.  Two  apartments  —  one  male  and 
one  female  teacher.  This  district  has  not  yet  provided  modern  school 
furniture,  nor  has  the  building  been  in  good  condition.  During  the 
vacation  some  repairs  have  been  made.  The  teachers  have  been  hon- 
orably and  usefully  employed.  The  primary  department  in  charge  of 
the  female  teacher  has  made  fine  progress.  The  department  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  the  male  teacher  has  labored  under  disad- 
vantages, and  during  the  summer  term  the  attendance  has  been 
small. 

Could  this  district  be  induced  to  more  vigorous  action  and  increased 
liberality,  their  children  would  be  better  provided  for — improvement 
would  be  larger,  and  the  children  have  brighter  prospects  of  useful- 
ness. 

The  trustees  labor  under  difticulty  in  reference  to  needed  improve- 
ments. Tlic  premises  are  small ;  more  ground  is  needed  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  children  ;  only  s20  per  year  can  be  expended  on  the 
property,  which  is  insufficient  to  keep  it  in  ])roper  repair.  No  special 
tax  has  been  raised  during  the  year,  and  the  way  does  not  yet  appear 
clear  to  augment  the  taxation  of  the  district. 
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District  No.  7.     This  diHtrict  retains  its  nnincrical  (Josijirnation,  as 
l)oforo  tlio  (livJKiou   oi'  tlio  townsliip.     The  whole;  townfhij»  ' 
iii/.cd  na  a  <lislricl  for  colored  cliildrotj.     Tlio  tnistocB  are  j>'  ; 

color,  who  do  what  they  ciiii  to  rcj^idatc  tho  hcIiooI,  Tho  K'li(>ol-rooin 
is  in  the  hascmcnt  of  a  church  lor  coloretl  people.  The  tniHtccs  own 
no  property  ;  tho  district  is  not  incorporated.  Ono  female  teacher, 
duly  licensed,  Iuvk  charpoof  the  Bchool ;  phc  onconntnrs  lo^ny  <lijlicid- 
tics.  The  pureiitK  arc  poor.  As  far  art  their  rpiota  of  tftwiij^hip 
school  tax  will  carry  them  on  tlirouf^h  the  year,  they  can  po ;  but  no 
further.  They  hick  ]troper  8clK>o|-hooks  and  other  conveniences;  yet 
some  of  the  pnuiln  lu-ipiire  a  toleraljh;  decree  of  knowledge  in  spell- 
ing, reading  and  elementary  rules  of  arithmetic. 

Communipaw  district,  No.  S,  have  just  completed  their  school- 
honso  (a  nohio  brick  structure),  which,  with  its  furniture,  has  cost 
$7,4<»().  Oil  the  second  of  September  la<*t,  it  was  opened  with  ono 
male  and  one  female  teacher;  the  former  licensed,  and  the  latter  with- 
out license. 

I'he  ])ecnniary  affairs  of  this  district  have  begun  to  call  forth  the 
liberality  of  the  citizens.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  trustees  have 
employed  a  teacher  whom  the  county  board  of  examiners  were  not 
willing  to  license,  af\er  examination. 

Only  about  six  weeks  have  elapsed  sitice  this  school  was  opened, 
and  sutlicient  tin¥3  has  not  yet  been  afforded  to  test  the  character  of 
the  school. 

The  keeping  of  school-houses  in  repair  is  attended  with  difticulty 
and  inconvenience,  in  consequence  of  the  trustees  being  limited  to 
$20  per  annum.  For  the  fourschool-houscs  owned  by  the  respective 
districts,  '^'20  is  utterly  insufficient.  Edifices  costing  for  their  con- 
Btruction  ^2,500,  ^7,(>00  and  $8,000,  cannot  be  kept  clean  for  that 
sum.  The  only  alternative  is  P])eeial  taxation  in  the  district.  This 
cannot  be  secured  in  some  districts,  and  the  property  sutlers  until 
large  repairs  become  indisjiensable,  and  compel  a  special  tax. 

As  the  number  of  teachers  who  commenced  teaching  without 
license  is  large,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  several  of  them  were  ex- 
amined and  licensed  by  the  board  of  county  examiners  very  soon  after 
eutrance  on  their  duty  as  teachci*s.  The  examination  of  others  was 
too  long  delayed. 

I  submit  tho  foregoing  as  my  report,  trustinor  that  if,  in  particulars, 
you  iind  it  defective,  you  will  advise  me,  and  I  will  cheerfully  supply 
the  dcticiency.  if  possible. 

BENJA^IIN  C.  TAYLOR, 

Town  SuperintendeyU. 


nOBOKEN. 

Enclosed  you  will  Iind  correct  answers  to  scries  No.  2.  Since  my 
last  report,  this  district  has  received  the  free  use  of  a  large  brick  ad- 
dition to  the  school  building,  completely  furnished  with  seats,  desks, 
playgrounds,  and  outbuildings,  of  modern  and  approved  style — cost 
$15,000— owned  by  Edwin  A.  Stevens,  esq.     The  number  of  pupils 
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has  increased  from  nine  hundred  and  nine  to  twelve  hundred  and 
forty-tliree ;  teachers  from  twelve  to  eighteen  ;  the  daily  average  at- 
tendance from  four  hundred  and  niuetj-thrcc  to  six  hundred  and 
twenty-one ;  the  value  of  books  purchased  from  $400  to  $700  ;  the 
approi)riation  raised  on  city  property,  by  tax,  lor  the  use  of  schools, 
from  $3,500  to  $5,000.  Poll-tax  same  as  last  reported.  State  appro- 
priation from  $475  to  $532  40.  Every  teacher  has  submitted  to  a 
rigid  examination,  before  the  board  of  county  examiners,  and  by  them 
licensed.  The  school-rooms  are  well  warmed  and  ventilated.  The 
people  are  paying  more  attention  to  the  cause  of  education,  and  the 
mental  culture  of  their  children  is  taking  a  deeper  hold  upon  their 
thoughts  and  affections.  This  is  the  sunny  side  of  the  picture.  Now 
for  the  reverse  : 

There  are  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  children  in 
the  city  of  Iloboken,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years. 
There  is  a  German  academy,  sustained  by  private  enterprise,  and  giv- 
ing instruction,  of  a  high  order,  to  two  hundred  children  ;  there  are 
other  private  schools  in  the  city  of  more  or  less  importance,  affording 
instruction  to  about  three  hundred  children,  leaving  four  hundred  and 
ninety-four  to  the  influence  of  all  the  vices  and  temptations  of  an  im- 
moral city.  A  large  proportion  of  the  population  are  uncultivated 
and  poor,  migratory  in  habits — scarcely  remaining  one  year  in  the 
same  place,  unmindful  of  the  attractions  of  home,  or.the  manners  and 
morals  of  their  oft'spring.  They  are  too  lenient  in  insisting  upon  the 
submission  of  their  children  to  the  rules  of  the  institution.  They 
plead  for  the  idle  and  shield  the  truant.  They  send  frivolous  excuses 
for  the  failure  of  regular  daily  attendance.  The  school-rooms  are 
overcrowded.  Teachers  are  insufhcient  in  number,  and  in  the  aggre- 
gate poorly  compensated.  Funds  for  educational  purposes,  raised  by 
tax,  are  not  sufHcient  to  defray  the  expense  for  carrying  on  the  work 
vigorously.  Yet,  as  time  corrects  or  averts  all  evils,  we  are  not  with- 
out hope.  The  board  of  ofMcers  are  faithful,  energetic,  and  true  to 
their  trust.  Light  begins  to  dawn  upon  the  infant  mind.  The  com- 
bined corps  of  teachers  possess  the  elements  of  talent,  youth  and 
purity,  and,  as  our  governing  principles  are  gentleness  and  love  to- 
wards this  little  flock,  we  leave  the  issue  to  "Ilim  who  tempers  the 
■wind  to  the  shorn  lamb." 

L.  W.  ELDER, 

City  Superintendent. 


UNION. 

Having  been  elected  town  superintendent  last  spring,  I  am  unable 
to  compare  the  present  condition  of  the  schools  in  my  district  with 
the  former.  Neither  the  trustees  nor  the  teacher  in  Guttenburg  were 
aware  of  the  necessity  of  keeping  lists.  The  teacher  who  was  dis- 
missed in  the  beginning  of  the  fall,  was  so  ill  all  the  time  that  I  could 
not  even  make  an  attempt  at  introducing  a  new  order  of  things.  The 
present  teacher  is  very  active,  and  responded  promptly  to  my  wishes. 

As  all  the  teachers  of  my  district  seem  to  have  confidence  in  me,  I 
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avail  myself  of  tlio  oppf»rtunitic8  wliich  frt!<jiK,'ijt  rncctinpa  with  tlicrn 
olFcr,  to  iiiakt!  t^iich  sii^^cstioiiH  as  I  tliitik  [>roi)(;r  ;  tliey  arc  always 
wiliinj^ly  and  ^lii'lly  roccivcd.  'J'lio  tniHtccs,  too,  are  ready  to  hiipi>ort 
the  ftac  red  eanscj  <d'edu(!atioti  art  iiiiich  im  in  them  licH;  ho  I  havi;  n-a- 
Bon  to  ln»j>o  that  theHchoolrt  in  my  district  will  continue  in  the  healthy 
condition  in  whieh  they  are. 

(lIAUMvS  SIEDHOF, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WEST    IIOnOKEN. 

The  township  of  West  Ifohoken  has  hccn  hut  rccontlj  ronstituted. 
Until  January  or  February  last,  it  formed  i)art  of  North  ]>erpcn 
township.  Of  course,  the  different  de])artments  having  charge  of  the 
affairs  of  the  town  arc,  as  yet,  hardly  in  working'  order.  This  is  true, 
partieidarly,  of  the  ]>ublie  Pclmol  dcparttncnt.  We  arc  trying  to  re- 
tonn,  hy  degrees,  <>ld  ])ractiecs,  to  remedy  the  eflects  of  years  of  past 
neglect,  and  to  introduce  improvements  in  teaching  and  accommoda- 
tions. 

These  things,  as  you  know,  can  be  done  but  slowly,  and  by  dint  of 
tireless  appeal  to  parents  and  others  to  take  the  proper  interest  in 
them.  ^ 

I  have  tried  to  render  my  statistical  report  as  accurate  as  circnm- 
stanees  would  admit  of  my  doing  so.  It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  next 
year  (if  I  retain  my  otticc),  it  will  he  my  privilege  to  furnish  a  more 
correct  report,  as  also  one  stating  that  a  gratifying  progress  in  edu- 
cational matters  shall  have  been  made  among  us. 

J.  E.  EGBERT, 
Towfi  Superintendent. 


HUNTERDON  COUNTY'. 


ALEXANDRIA. 


Every  one  who  feels  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  rising  fenera- 
tion must  have  an  ardent  desire  that  such  teachers  should  be  secured 
as  understand  the  tastes  and  capacities  of  the  young,  and  the  only 
way  to  obtain  instructors  is  by  holding  out  such  inducements  as  will 
cause  them  to  lay  aside  all  other  employments.  Salaries  are  too  low 
to  secure  good  teachers.  If  higher  salaries  were  paid,  there  would  be 
less  hesitation  amon^  young  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  making  teaching 
a  business  for  life.  Feeling  that  it  would  afford  them  the'^nieans  of 
living,  it  would  be  sought  at'ter  and  entered  upon  as  a  permanent 
occupation,  and  not  as  a  mere  "stepping-stone"  to  other  more  hon- 
ored and  lucrative,  but  less  useful  employments. 
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Surely  "  tlie  laborer  ie  worthy  of  his  hire.''  Surely,  if  the  immor- 
tal mind  is  so  well  worthy  of  our  attention,  tliose  who  are  engaged  in 
cultivating  it,  ought  to  be  amply  recompensed.  There  is  no  calling 
requiring  better  preparation,  or  more  care  in  tlie  discharge  of  its  du- 
ties ;  and  no  one  is  subject  to  more  difficulties  than  he  who  engages 
in  the  business  of  teaching,  and  pecuniary  circumstances  should  not 
be  allowed  to  compel  him  to  divide  his  time  and  attention  while  en- 
gaged in  its  performance. 

Upon  a  calm  survey  of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  Alex- 
andria township,  my  firm  conviction  is  that  everything  connected  with 
them  indicates  an  onward  progress,  and  presents  a  favorable  aspect. 

An  undoubted  progress  has  been  made  thoughout  the  township 
during  the  past  four  years  of  my  superintendency,  and  there  can  be 
no  good  reason  why  the  schools  of  Alexandria  township,  if  nurtured 
by  genial  and  proper  influences,  shall  not  continue  to  increase  and 
spread  the  l)]essings  of  a  liberal  education  among  her  youth,  so  as  to 
enable  them,  iu  any  condition  of  life,  to  acquire,  at  least,  sufficient 
qualitications  for  all  practical  purposes. 

AVhen  we  look  around  us  and  behold  the  state  of  things  iu  our  be- 
loved country — our  riglits,  liberties,  and  precious  institutions,  for  which 
our  fathers  fought  and  bled,  and  many  of  them  died,  likely  to  be' 
wrested  from  us  by  lawless  and  barbarous  ruffians  and  reckless  dem- 
ao^oo-ues,  we  feel  more  deeply  the  importance  of  our  people  being  pre- 
pared by  a  sound  and  useful  education  properly  to  value  and  de- 
fend their  liberties  and  institutions,  and  the  need  of  the  unflinch- 
ing and  persevering  efibrts  of  the  friends  of  true  liberty,  to  dis- 
seminate sound  principles,  as  well  as  knowledge,  trusting  in  Him  who 
holds  in  his  hands  the  destiny  of  nations,  and  who  can  "  bring  order 
out  of  confusion, and  make  war  cease  to  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

"We  enlisted  in  the  town  superintendency  with  a  sincere  desire  to  do 
good  in  our  field  of  labor,  and  we  have  had  much  to  encourage  us. 
vVe  have  been  kindly  received  and  encouraged  in  our  efi'orts  to  pro- 
mote the  intellectual  and  moral  good  of  the  more  than  thirteen  hun- 
dred children  under  our  charge. 

My  career  as  township  superintendent  is  about  to  close,  and  in  thus 
severing  my  official  connection  with  the  common  schools  of  the  town- 
ship, I  cannot  but  feel  regret — a  regret  which  would  much  increase, 
did  I  not  believe  the  spirit,  the  mind,  the  soul,  of  the  people  of  Alex- 
andria was  thirsting  for  like  schools  and  more  liberal  education. " 

To  the  department  of  which  you  are  the  honored  chief,  I  am  in- 
debted for  much  kindness,  and  to  the  teachers,  trustees  and  friends  of 
education,  in  Alexandria  township,  I  return  heartfelt  thanks  for  their 
co-operation,  sympathy  and  kind  offices.  I  have  done  what  I  could 
to  advance  the  interest  of  popular  education,  and  my  earnest  prayer  is 
that  the  choicest  smiles  of  heaven  may  bless  forever  the  public  schools 
of  our  noble  commonwealth. 

T.  M.  BAETOLETTE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


ISIOI  II  I. I'll  KM. 

I  herewith  present  to  you  my  written  report,  as  required  by  law,  of 
the  schools  in  I'ctlilclicm  township,  over  which  I  have  Bupcrvision.  I 
was  installed  lur  the  iirst  tinM?  jh  Huperintend(Mit  in  the  above-named 
townrthij)  hint  n})rin^.  J  have  visited  nearly  all  of  the  bcIiooIs  once  in 
every  (jiiartcr,  and  found  some  in  quite  a  ^ood  condition ;  while 
otherd  were  found  in  a  condition  far  below  anything  like  a  proper 
standard.  The  ])rincipal  cause  of  the  latter  state  of  things  seems  to 
be  due  to  a  want  of  appreciation  by  the  trustees  and  ])atnjns  of  good 
and  thorou«j;h  instructors;  hence,  they  employ  most  anything  in  the 
shape  ol  a  liuman  bcincjj  that  comes  alon;^,  and  calls  himself  a  teacher. 
They  appear  to  ]»refer  a  teacher  accordini.^  as  his  salary  is  hi^h  or 
low — or,  in  other  words,  they  ])reler  cheapness  to  real  worth  ana  nat- 
ural ea})aeity.  Aye,  instead  of  obtainin<^  the  services  of  a  tea<;her  of 
«i^ood  ac(piircments  and  full  of  life,  and  who  can  properly  organize, 
discipline  and  conduct  a  school  for  a  salary  of  about  $400,  they  will 
employ  soine  old  lashioned,  sleepy  and  litcless  existence,  for  about  $15 
a  month.  Then  no  wonder  the  ]>atrons  of  the  latter  condition  men- 
tione<l  <:jather  in  such  ''  unbountiful  harvests." 

AVe  have  one  quite  prevalent  evil  in  our  township  in  regard  to  in- 
struction, and  I  imagine  that  it  is  not  confined  to  here  alone,  but  e.x- 
tends  into  man}"^  other  townships.  It  is  the  non-observance  of  the 
great  and  practical  maxim — "  That  which  is  worth  doing  at  all,  is 
worth  doing  well ;"  and,  as  a  consequence,  we  have  a  great  many 
superticial  }»ui)il8.  For  instance,  I  observed  not  a  few  in  my  school- 
visitings,  reading  (more  properly,  attenqiting  to  read)  in  Sanders'  second 
and  third  readers,  who  had  not  mastered  even  the  primer.  Again  : 
1  noticed  quite  a  number  "  murdering,"  in  like  manner,  the  lifth 
reader,  who  eoidd  hardly  take  the  sense  of  a  paragraph  in  the  first 
reader.  This  is  surely  a  tine  (!)  mode  of  conducting  readino;.  "Why 
not  make  reading  a  thinking  as  well  as  a  vocal  exercise  ?  >Vhy  not 
train  pupils  more  in  the  outset  on  the  definition  and  analysis  of 
words,  and  thus  make  reading  a  pleasant  and  profitable  exercise,  in- 
stead of  a  disgusting  and  unmeaning  one  ? 

Raised  by  tax  for  schools $1,130  00 

Received  from  the  state 259  27 

We  obtain  no  surplus  revenue. 

I  might  here  state,  on  this  subject,  that  some  of  our  citizens  pre- 
dict that,  at  the  next  town  meeting,  school  money  will  be  voted  down, 
because,  thov  say,  of  the  increase  of  taxes  arising  from  the  ])resent 
war.  Should  this  prediction  be  fulfilled,  then  we  may  truthfully  say 
that  the  public  schools  here  are  doomed  to  a  temporary  death.  But 
1  do  hope  and  believe  that  the  day  is  far  distant  when  Bethlehem 
township  M'ill  be  so  averse  to  the  great  interests  of  her  otispring  as  to 
allow  the  fulfillment  of  such  a  loroboding  prediction,  llowever,  if 
she  does  fulfil  this,  we  can  consistently  expect  of  her  next  to  burn 
down  her  churches,  destroy  her  bibles,  and,  finally,  to  secede  from 
the  Union. 

The  nuu\ber  of  school-houses  in  this  township,  as  was  stated  in  an- 
swer to  your  second  series  of  questions,  is  seven.     Kone   of    the 
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school-houses  have  proper  playgrounds  attached  to  them  ;  none  are 
built  accordiniij  to  recent  areliitectural  principles;  none  have  all  the 
means  of  proper  ventilation  ;  all  have  blackboards,  but  none  have 
globes  ;  heating  apparatus,  tolerably  good. 

The  text-books  principally  used  are  as  follow :  Sanders'  readers, 
Thomson's  arithmetic,  Colton  and  Fitch's  geographies,  Frost's  histo- 
ries, Davis'  algebras,  Sanders'  spelling  books  and  Smith's  grammars. 

I  would  not  have  you  understand  that  there  is  perfect  accuracy  in 
my  replies  to  all  your  interrogatories  in  the  two  sets  of  questions, 
since  some  teachers  have  failed  to  keep  legal  reports,  while  others 
have  changed  their  ])lace  of  teaching  witliout  leaving  their  register, 
to  which  I  might  refer.  I  think  if  we  would  approach  nearer  accu- 
racy, so  to  speak,  respecting  our  reports,  we  should  prevail  on  our 
Legislature  to  furnish  each  school  district  with  a  blank  book,  to  be 
kept  as  its  property.  I  trust  in  the  subsequent  year  I  shall  be  bet- 
ter able  to  make  a  fuller  and  more  accurate  report. 

HENRY  M.  VLIET, 

Tmvn  Superintendent. 


DELAWARE. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  statistical  report  relative  to  the  condi- 
tion of  public  schools  in  our  township  for  the  year  ending  December 
1,  1861,  which  is  as  near  accurate  as  I  have  been  able  to  make  it, 
owing  to  neglect,  to  some  extent,  on  the  part  of  teachers,  in  sending 
complete  and  reliable  reports  of  their  respective  schools ;  yet  I  am 
happy  to  state  that  the  neglect  has  very  much  diminished,  and,  con- 
sequently, I  have  much  less  reason  for  complaint  than  I  had  in  mak- 
ing my  last  annual  report. 
Our  township,  at  their  last  annual  town  meeting,  agreed 

to  raise,  by  tax $1,500  00 

State  fund  beinjr 381  80 


*fc) ' 


Making  a  sum  total  of $1,881  80 

We  report  840  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years, 
all  told,  making  a  dividend  of  $2  24  1-42  per  scholar. 

Our  schools  have  been  well  attended  during  the  year,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  are  enjoying  the  advantages  of  careful  and  ethcient  teachers, 
and  the  children  are  making  manifest  progress  under  the  course  of  in- 
struction they  have  been  undergoing. 

In  district  No.  1  (Reading's)  there  has  been,  during  the  present 
year,  a  house  erected,  large  and  commodious,  with  modern  improve- 
ments, in  which  school  commenced  June  10,  after  a  vacation  of  about 
three  months,  in  consequence  of  the  old  room  being  torn  down.  Here 
there  has  been  a  division  among  the  employers,  concerning  which  I 
will  state  the  following :  Last  spring  I  received  a  petition  from  some 
of  the  employers  to  divide  the  district,  and  at  the  same  time  a  list  of 
thirty-four  children,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  as 
representatives  of  the  proposed  new  district,  which,  since  the  district 
proper  reports  eighty-one,  leaves  forty-seven  between  the  required  ages 
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ill  iIk!  otlicrond.  'I'liin,  in  my  estimation,  it*,  in  cither  caao,  too  small 
n.  iiutiil)('r  to  itisiin!  iiHcliotd  of  H>iHi('ient  ni/f;  to  hiihtain  itrtclf;  licrico  I 
()l)j('ctc'(i  to  ^lutit'y  their  (IrtiiiiiulH;  hut  th«Tu  hiH  huen  a  Hniall  Hchool 
id  liaven  Ko(;i<,  wliich  in  wilhin  th(j  limitH  of  the  propoHcd  dibtrict, 
ntid  coinprisoH  part  of  tho  j)ru.scMt  district  pro|n;r.  Thia  is  gustainod 
at  thocx[)onso  of  tho  cinploycre,  of  course;  otlicrwisc,  in  most  cases, 
there  flocins  to  l)e  harmony  in  tlic  districts,  hoth  ainon;^  teachers, 
])upilrt  and  cmph^ycrs,  and  the  action  of  all  combined  can  hcarccly 
tail  of  success. 

GIDEON  MOORE, 

Town  SuperintendeTit. 


EAST    AMWr.LL. 

Tliei  (roiulition  of  tlu^  public,  Hchool^  in  tins  townfiliip  is  imi)rovine. 
Wo  have  districts  wliero  the  people  do  not  take  cnouj^li  intercHt  m 
tho  education  of  their  children.  They  send  them  to  school,  ])ut  they 
never  vi>it  them  tiiere,  to  see  whether  tlu^y  improve  or  not.  Still,  wc 
have  districts  where  tho  people  take  an  interest  in  education.  I  here- 
with transmit  my  annual  report,  cxliibitin^  the  condition  of  the  sev- 
eral schools  in  the  township,  althongh  the  statistics  are  not  as  accurate 
as  I  woidd  like  to  liave  them,  because  some  of  the  schools  have  "not 
reported.  The  figures  are  only  appro.ximations.  I  find  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  correct  reports,  in  consequence  of  the  very  frequent 
change  of  teachers,  and  the  absence  of  a  proper  school  register. 

In  this  township  there  are  four  whole  districts  and  si.x  parts  of  dis- 
tricts, WMth  four  school-houses,  situated  in  tlie  township.  Tiirce  of 
them  are  comfortable,  convenient  ones,  and  have  playgrounds  at- 
tached. We  have  mostlj^  good  teachers  employed,  and  in  some  of  the 
schools  there  are  toachers  calculated  to  do  credit  to  any  common 
school  in  the  state ;  and  where  they  have  met  with  proper  compensa- 
tion and  tho  support  of  the  patrons  of  the  schools,  the  improvement  in 
the  scholars  is  very  apparent. 

ABRAHAM  QUICK, 

Town  Superintendent. 


KINGWOOD. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit to  you  my  report  for  this  township.  "With  regard  to  the  proL'i'  -^ 
made  by  our  seh(»ols  whilst  I  have  been  in  office  (a  period  of  i  _;* 
months),  it  has  been,  on  the  whole,  rather  satisfactory.  The  schools 
throughout  the  township,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  have  been  kept 
open  throughout  the  year.  There  is  no  mon^y  raised  in  our  township 
for  school  purposes  this  year,  nor  is  the  interest  of  tlie  surplus  revenue 
so  applied.  Wc  receive  from  the  state  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dol- 
lars and  fifty  two  cents,  the  half  instalment  of  which  has  been  re- 
ceived, and  apportioned  amongst  the  several  districts,  as  the  law  di- 
rects. Our  school  houses  are  passable,  and  generally  comfortable, 
8 
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though  proper  regard  has  not  been  paid  to  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  schohu-,  tlirough  want  of  ventilation  and  more  comfortable  school 
furniture.  The  ditterent  branches  taught  are,  reading,  writing,  or- 
thography, English  grammar,  geography,  arithmetic  and  algebra.  I 
would  suggest  that  the  law  requiring  teachers  to  report  should  have  a 
penalty  attached  to  it,  so  as  to  compel  them  to  report  to  the  town 
superintendent.  I  would  also  further  suggest  that  an  appropriation 
be  made  to  supply  every  teacher,  trustee  and  town  superintendent  in 
the  state  with  a  copy  of  our  school  law,  so  that  they  cannot  plead  ig- 
norance as  the  cause  of  their  remissness  of  duty. 

E.  M.  HEATH, 
Town  Superintendent. 


LAMBERTVILLE. 

Our  public  school  is  in  charge  of  a  principal  and  five  assistants,  all 
of  whom  manifest  a  deep  interest  in  the  advancement  of  the  pupils, 
and  under  their  care  the  children  are  studious  and  orderly. 

In  addition  to  $1,500  raised  by  taxation  for  our  public  school,  there 
is  a  special  fund  of  $500  raised  in  the  same  manner,  and  divided  pro 
rata  among  six  private  schools  in  the  town.  These  schools  are,  to  a 
certain  extent,  under  the  control  of  the  trustees,  and  all  the  teachers 
in  them  have  been  examined  and  licensed.  One  of  the  schools,  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Catholic  Church,  has  130  scholars,  and  the  aver- 
age daily  attendance  is  118. 

I  have  received  no  reports  from  the  other  schools. 

The  replies  given  to  the  "series  of  questions,"  have  reference  only 
to  the  public  schools,  with  the  exception  of  that  in  regard  to  the 
money  raised  by  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,  in  which  the  $500 
raised  for  private  schools  is  included. 

CLAEK  PIEHSON, 

Town  SupeAntendent. 


RARIIAN. 

It  aifords  me  much  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  say,  in  my  first  annual 
report,  that  a  decided  improvement  in  the  interest  manifested  in  public 
schools  in  this  townshij),  during  the  past  year,  has  been  very  appar- 
ent. The  people  of  the  township  have  done  well  in  raising,  by  tax, 
$1,982,  which,  in  addition  to  $461  G5  from  the  state  fund,  has  placed 
the  means  of  sending  our  poorest  children  to  school  in  the  power  of 
every  one. 

The  people  of  the  township  arc  getting  thoroughly  aroused  to  the 
necessity  of  procuring  competent  teachers.  They  have  found,  from 
sad  experience,  that  the  cheapest  teachers  cost  more  in  the  long  run, 
both  in  capital  and  time,  than  those  having  education  and  moral 
character  enough  to  incite  them  to  do  their  duty. 

My  experience  teaches  me  that  those  teachers  having  but  a  super- 
ficial education  are  more  apt  to  shift  the  responsibility  of  their  posi- 
tion than  those  prepared  for  the  profession  of  their  choice. 
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Lady  tcacliorH  aro  ponoriilly  rcx'.0AV\n<^  tbo  ])rcfcrenco  whenever  it  is 

])r!i('ticiil)Ic  fur  tliciu  to  We  l<<'])t  (iiirin;^  tli(;  wliolc  year.  Tln;ir  Kchoola 
^(MKM-iilly  hIiow  llic  lar^^cst  dnily  iittoii(Juri(;e  in  nroportioii  to  the  chil- 
dren re|)()rt(Hl,"iin(i,  in  a  hnv  inrttaiK^en,  when  the  ladies  arc  jfratliiates  of 
the  State  Normal  Sehool,  show  f^reat  ])rofifriency  in  Hchool  diwriplinc. 

I  ro<jjrot  to  he  compelled  t(j  report  that  we  still  have  four  <»r  five 
very  ra^i^ed  old  school-house.'^  in  our  tf)\vnshi[).  Ihit  the  people  arc 
pciKM-ally  wakinj;  up  to  the  niality  that  they  are  (hjcidcdly  hchind  tlio 
timers,  and  I  thitdc  they  will  soon  fthlitcratc  those  aiicifnt  lamlinarks. 
One  has  been  demolished  durin<^  the  past  summer,  and  another  very 
line  building  is  appearing  in  its  place. 

There;  are  two  liigher  schools  in  Fleminpjton,  both  in  a  very  flourish- 
ing^ condition.  The  one,  a  male  and  female  institution,  is  conducted 
hy  the  well-known  and  proficient  instructor,  Mr.  A.  Ilittenhouae, 
formerly  of  TreTiton  ;  the  other,  a  female  seminary,  is  very  ably  con- 
ducted l)y  Miss  Matilda  Powh'ss,  givin<]^  j)crte(;t  satisfaction,  and  fill- 
inrjj  very  proficiently  a  position  much  needed  in  this  place. 

In  all  the  ]Miblic  schools  there  is  great  need  of  a  uniform  method  of 
keeping  a  register.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  these  being  fur- 
nished to  each  district  in  the  state  by  the  state  superintendent,  under 
the  authority  of  the  legislature.  This  would  be  tlie  mcani  of  having 
the  reports  of  the  town  superintendents  much  more  accurate,  ana 

om.  the  change  of  teai 

'  STOTirOl^T, 
Town  Superiyitcnd^jii. 


would  also  obviate  many  ditticulties  arising  from  the  change  of  teachers 
so  common  throughout  the  state. 

HENRY  STOTirOl^T, 


READINOTON. 

The  schools  in  Rcadington  township  are  in  a^^out  the  same  condi- 
tion now  that  they  have  been  for  some  four  or  five*years  past.  I  can 
eee  no  material  change,  for  the  better  or  worse,  in  the  educational  in- 
terests of  this  township.  For  several  years  past,  $2  per  scholar  has 
been  raised  by  the  township  for  the  support  of  the  public  schools; 
this  sum,  in  connection  with  the  state  appropriation  and  the  interest 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  pays  a  large  percentage  of  the  cost  of  tuition, 
though  it  is  not  sutHcient  to  make  the  schools  entirely  free.  Due  at- 
tention is  paid  to  the  comfort  of  our  scholars,  and  the  school-houses 
are  generally  in  good  condition.  None  of  them  have  been  remodelled 
or  imj)roved  since  my  last  report.  One  district  has  purchased  a 
librar}"  for  its  use.  The  boosts  used  by  most  of  the  districts  are  of  the 
improved  kind  ;  there  is  still  a  deficiency  of  uniform  book?.  AVe 
liave  some  experienced  and  eflfective  teachers,  but  we  have  difficulty 
in  procuring  good  teachers  for  all  our  schools.  We  have  learned, 
from  long  observation,  that,  to  have  a  good  school,  we  must  have  a 
good  teacher,  and  give  him  a  suffioient  time  to  show  his  capacity  as 
an  instructor. 

GEO.  W.  YROOM, 

Town  SujpcrintendoU. 
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MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 

EAST   BRUNSWICK. 

I  return  you  the  paper  marked  scries  No.  2,  with  answers  ;  I  be- 
lieve they  arc  correct,  or  as  near  as  I  can  get  at  them.  In  regard  to  a 
written  report,  I  have  hut  Httle  to  say.  Oar  school-huases  remain 
in  about  the  same  condition  as  last  year.  They  arc  all  supplied  with 
competent  teachers.  The  trustees  seldom  visit  the  schools,  and  the 
parents  seldom  or  never.  But  I  hope  for  a  better  state  of  affairs  for 
the  next  year. 

W.  A.-  APPLEBY, 

Town  Supermtendent. 

METUCHEN. 

The  superintendent  of  the  township  of  "Woodbridge,  Middlesex, 
county,  N.  J.,  reports  as  follows  : 

There  arc  within  the  township  fourteen  school-houses  and  districts; 
number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  as  reported, 
1,160  ;  the  number  attending  school  is  about  500.  There  are  in  the 
township  school-houses  Nos.  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  11,  12  and  13,  in  good  re- 
pair, and  in  the  main,  conveniences  annexed,  well  adapted  to  the  uses 
for  which  they  are  especially  designed,  except  ventilation.  No.  1  has 
made  this  provision : 

Houses  No.  3,  4,  5,  6  and  13  are  well  provided  with  the  modem 
improved  seats;  Nos.  11  and  12  are  also  good.  No.  1  has  been  re- 
paired at  a  cost  of  some  two  hundred  dollars,  and  No.  G  has  expended 
some  twenty-five  de'llars,  and  both  to  much  profit.  The  playgrounds 
for  most  districts  are  very  deficient.  Nos.  1,  3,  4,  5,  7,  11  and  13  are 
in  operation  during  the  year.  Nos.  2,  6,  8,  9, 10  and  12  are  in  opera- 
tion about  two  quarters,  or  so  long  as  their  portion  of  the  school  fund 
holds  out. 

Districts  Nos.  9,  12,  13  and  14  employ  female  teachers,  who  com- 
pare favorably  ^\'ith  the  male  teachers.  The  major  part  of  the  schools, 
under  the  direction  of  the  male  tfiachers,  are  the  most  advanced. 

The  salaries  of  the  teachers  vary  from  $30  to  $80  per  quarter.  The 
various  branches  taught  are  all  English  from  orthography  to  algebra 
and  book-keeping.  Some  of  the  classes  in  spelling  reading,  geogra- 
phy and  mathematics,  in  Nos.  1,  3,  4,  5,  0,  7,  11  and  13,  are  highly 
creditable,  both  to  the  teacher  and  pupils, 

I  know  of  no  teacher  here  engaged  without  a  voucher  forcompe-. 
tency.  Nos.  3  and  13  are  taught  by  teachers  from  the  State  Normal 
School ;  No.  G  is  taught  by  a  Connecticut  normal  teacher ;  Nos.  4. 
and  5  are  taught  on  the  normal  system  with  like  success.  The  rest 
of  the  schools  receive  the  root  of  the  matter,  on  the  more  ancient 
form,  though  none  the  less  thorough. 

The  amount  of  money  raised  by  the  township  for  this  year  is  $2 
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per  Bclinliir;  full  iiinount  for  tli(5  townsliij),  $23  20'  amount  from  tho 
Htiitc  ^r^'M  2!> ;  snin  total  lor  tlin  yoar,  ^2,xr,\  20.  Up  to  tliis  tiiiu;  the 
iiioiifyH  |)iii(l  liiivc!  boon  cxcliisivijly  for  Uy,i(:]uu<^,  fiaving  Hoiae  ^25  for 
rcjifiirw  on  No.  (>. 

The  KUiH!riiit(!tulcnt  would  earnestly  rccommond  abetter  Bupplj, 
and  nioro  nnil'orm  8yftt(!in  of  books  for  the  said  Bclioola;  also,  that 
the  patrons,  and  ('Hjx^fially  tlio  trustees,  cultivate  a  deeper  and  more 
abi(lin<r  intorcat  in  tho  schools. 

D.  DECKER, 

7  own  Superintendent. 


MONROE. 

In  accordance  with  your  request,  and  also  in  obedience  to  the  law 
of  tho  state,  I  asj^ain  respectfully  transmit  to  you  my  annual  report, 
in  re«;ard  to  the  state  of  education  in  the  township  of  Monroe. 

The  schools  have  each  been  visited  once  per  quarter  by  the  super- 
intendent, and,  at  some  of  the  visitinj^s,  trustees  and  employers  were 
present,  manifestly  showing  that  they  take  an  interest  in  tho  welfare 
of  the  school. 

I  am  very  happy  to  state  that  a  number  of  the  teachers  of  the 
township  are  in  the  habit  of  sending  mc  a  written  notice,  requesting 
mo  to  be  prescTit  at  the  examination  of  their  respective  schools,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  inviting  the  parents  and  trustees  to  attend  said  ex- 
amination, which  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  beneficial  and  satisfactory, 
both  to  the  teacher  and  pupil.  And  on  many  such  occasions  I  have 
not  nnfroquenlly  seen  the  houses  filled  to  overflowing.  The  teachers 
have  each  received  a  license,  and  are,  in  my  opinion,  generally  well 
qnalifit'd  to  instruct.  In  regard  to  the  various  books  used,  there  has 
been  but  little  change  since  my  last  report.  The  whole  number  of 
children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years  amounts  to 
1,120. 

The  amount  of  school  money  raised  by  tax  is $2,000  00 

The  state  appropriation  is 532  03 

Interest  on  surplus  revenue 60  10 

$2,592  13 
JAlVfES  lYES, 
Town  Superintendent. 


NEW   BRUNSWICK. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  my  report  for  the  schools  in  the  township  of 
New  Brunswick.  The  New  Brunswick  public  school,  the  Jonly  one 
in  the  township,  is  well  conducted  by  able  and  experienced  teachers. 
The  board  of  education  have  the  management  and  general  supervision 
of  the  school.  A  normal  class,  for  teachers,  has  been  established,  by 
order  of  this  board.  This  class  meets  weekly,  and  its  members  are 
instructed,  fii*st,  in  the  subjects  to  be  taught ;  aud,  secondly,  in  the 
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manner  of  teaching  thera.  This  class  is  of  incalculable  importance 
to  our  teachers.  It  develops  a  })r()fessional  spirit,  and  is  instrumen- 
tal in  securing  a  harmonious  action  throughout  the  departments  of 
our  public  school. 

The  daily  attendance  of  pupils  is  remarkably  good,  which  shows 
the  interest  taken  in  the  cause  of  education  in  the  township.  The 
Echool  is  in  a  good  condition,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  any  in 
the  state. 

J.  EOrER  STOUT, 

Town  Supei'intendent. 


NORTH    BRUNSWICK. 

There  are  in  this  township  two  whole  school  districts,  and  four 
■whicli  are  partially  in  this  and  partially  in  adjoining  townships. 
Having  visited  all  of  them  during  the  year,  I  have  included  them  all 
in  my  report.  Three  of  the  school-houses  are  built  and  i'urnished  in 
modern  style,  and  are  nearly  new  ;  the  other  three  are  furnished  in 
the  old  style,  with  forms  against  the  walls  and  benches.  Two  of  the 
three  houses  last  named  are  still  comfortable,  and,  with  some  repairs 
and  new  furniture,  would  do  very  well ;  the  remaining  one  is  very 
much  dilapidated,  and  entirely  unlit  for  the  use  to.  which  it  is  appro- 
priated. In  all  the  schools,  except  the  one  last  named,  there  seems 
to  be  an  earnest  desire  on  the  part  of  the  parents  and  guardians  to 
have  their  children  properly  instructed  in  the  common  English 
branches,  and  the  teachers  selected  are,  as  a  general  thing,  competent 
and  faithful ;  and  I  have  been  pleased  to  see,  as  I  have  visited  the 
schools  from  time  to  time,  that  the  children  were  making  advance- 
ment in  their  studies.  On  the  whole,  I  think  I  may  say  that  the 
schools  in  this  township  are  in  good  condition. 

JAS.  C.  ED]\tONDS, 

Town  Sujperintendent. 


PERTH  AMBOT. 

The  superintendent  of  schools  in  the  town  of  Perth  Amboy  has  little 
to  add  to  what  has  been  stated  by  him  in  former  reports.  Public  at- 
tention has  been  so  absorbed  during  the  past  year,  by  the  events  con- 
nected with  the  fearful  trial  through  which  the  country  is  passing, 
that  still  less  interest  than  usual  has  been  felt  on  the  subject  of  educa- 
tion among  us.  The  department  embracing  the  colored  children  has 
not  been  opened  since  the  close  of  the  summer  vacation,  on  account  of 
the  failure  of  the  private  subscriptions  which  have  usually  furnished 
ft  part  of  the  funds  for  its  support,  and  the  prospective  deficit  of  the 
public  appropriation,  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  and  delay  in  col- 
lecting the  taxes.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  incorparate  the  children 
again  with  the  other  departments,  if  it  shall  be  found  not  likely  to 
interfere  with*  the  order  and  prosperity  of  the  school.  It  is  doubtless 
the  best  arrangement  which  can  be  made  under  existing  circum- 
stances, if  it  should  prove  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 
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Tlio  ])rol)al)ility  of  any  inovemont  towards  tho  erection  of  a  school- 
houHO  Huitwl  to  tlio  wantrt  of  tho  (roinrminity,  ip,  of  courHO,  very  inuch 
IcsHonod  by  tho  uxiHtinpj  stsitci  of  jjiihlic  alliiirH. 

Jlow  soon  anything  will  Ix;  fjono  in  thiri  (iiroction,  it  ifl  imi»OHHiblc 
now  to  (toiijcciuro.  Tho  Kfliool,  however,  must  continue  to  hihor  un- 
der ^roat  disadvantaj^cs,  until  tliin  ogsc^ntial  watit  irt  HU]>i)lic'd.  With 
tlic  cxc(!i)tion  of  a  globe,  blackboards,  and  the  common  Hchool  atlas, 
there  is  almost  no  apparatus  for  the  ehicidati<jn  of  tho  various  branches 
Qsnally  tau<^ht  licro  to  a  greater  or  less  extent. 

Irrei^'ularity  of  attendancu^  continues  to  bo  a  great  evil  ;  nor  do  I 
6U])])()se  it  can  be  wholly  removed,  until  the  same  authority  which 
makes  it  obligatory  on  all,  even  those  who  have  no  children,  or  who 
eeiul  their  children  to  ]»rivatc  schools,  to  pay  in  proi>orti<»n  to  their 
asBossment,  for  the  support  of  free  ])\djlie  schools,  shall  make  it  obli- 
gatory on  parents  to  send  their  children  to  school,  and  see  that  they 
arc  regular  in  their  attendance.  During  the  past  season  our  teacher  in 
tlio  primary  department,  who  had  creditably  tilled  the  place  for  sev- 
eral years,  resigned,  aiul  another  lias  been  appointed.  She  is  doing 
very  well  in  some  respects,  though,  as  yet,  too  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced to  accomplish  all  that  is  desirable,  particularly  on  the  score  of 
order.  Doubtless,  however,  the  coming  year  will  show  great  im- 
provement in  every  respect.  In  the  higher  departments  the  order  is 
iijood,  and  the  progress  commendable,  particularly  in  the  important 
Dranches  of  reading  and  spelling,  so  nmcli  neglected,  or  so  imperfectly 
taught  in  many  schools.  In  the  upper  de})artment  there  arc  classes  in 
natural  philosophy  as  well  as  in  tho  higher  branches  of  arithmetic.  They 
arc  doing  well.  On  the  whole,  in  view  of  our  very  imperfect  arrange- 
ments for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  work  of  instruction,  the 
Bchool  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

TnOS.  VERNON, 

Tmon  Superintendent. 


PI8CATAWAT. 

• 

In  forwarding  to  you  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  of  our  township,  I  have  to  regret  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  inattention  of  the  teachers  in  forwarding  their  reports,  mine  has 
been  delayed  ;  although  I  furnished  each  school  with  a  blank  form  to 
fill  u]>  ami  forward  to  me  by  Decend>er  1  ;  but  only  only  one  re- 
sponJed  by  that  time  ;  yet  all  are  very  prompt  in  presenting  their  or- 
ders for  tho  public  money.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  enact  a  law  mak- 
ing the  payment  of  their  salary  contingent  upon  a  proper  attention  to 
their  duty  in  this  respect. 

C)ur  schools  generally  are  in  an  improving  condition,  I  think  clearly 
advancing  upon  that  of  last  year.  There  nave  been  changes  among 
the  teachers,  principally  from  the  male  to  female  in  the  spring,  so 
tliat  for  some  months  we  had  but  two  male  teachers  in  the  townsliip ; 
but  the  order  is  being  reversed  ;  now  we  have  six.  Two  young  men, 
•who  were  among  our  most  able  and  energetic  teachers  at  the  date  of 
my  last  report,  moved  by  a  spirit  of  lofty  patriotism,  have  given  up 
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teaching,  and  are  now  doing  service  as  soldiers  of  the  Union,  under 
the  folds  of  our  glorious  stars  and  stripes,  which  flag  also  waves  over 
the  most  of  our  school-houses,  procured  hy  the  ctiorts  of  teachers  and 
scholars,  the  raising  (»f  mIucIi  was  made  the  occasion  of  a  public  gath- 
ering of  parents  and  friends,  when  tlie  children  sang  patriotic  songs, 
and  delivered  orations,  followed  with  addresses  by  myself  and  other 

fentlenien  invited  for  the  purpose.     The  largest  flag  was  raised  in 
istrict  No.  12,  at  which  the  audience  was  very  large. 

I  have  examined  five  teachers  during  the  year,  M'ho  came  fully  up 
to  the  average  standard  of  qualification  for  their  ofiice.  I  have  also 
visited  the  schools  as  required  by  law,  and  witnessed  both  the  manner 
of  the  teacher  and  the  conduct  and  attainments  of  the  scholars,  and 
have  myself  engaged  them  in  exercises  in  grammar,  arithmetic  and 
geography,  and  other  studies,  especially  in  map  drawing  an^  the  rapid 
use  of  figures  ;  they  all  did  well. 

In  district  No.  2  there  has  not  been  any  school  through  the  sum- 
mer, they  being  as  yet  without  a  school-house ;  but  are  now  making 
arrangements  to  build  one,  and  ere  long  will  have  their  school  in 
operation. 

The  trustees  of  each  district  furnished  me  last  spring  with  the  lists 
of  children  in  their  districts,  in  entire  accordance  with  the  law,  save 
as  to  the  precise  time^  a  few  being  a  few  days  later  than  the  day- 
named  by  law,  and  I  have  felt  under  great  obligations  to  them  for  the 
care  and  promptness  with  which  they  have  performed  their  important 
but  gratuitous  labors. 

The  teachers'  institute  for  our  county  for  this  year  was  held  at  Me- 
tuchen,  at  which  several  of  our  teachers  were  present ;  it  was  also  my 
privilege  to  be  present  part  of  the  time,  and  was  nmcli  gratified  with 
the  exercises.  But  f;\cts  lead  me  to  express  the  opinion  that  either  fur- 
ther legislation  is  needed,  or  that  greater  care  should  be  exercised  in 
regard  to  teachers'  institutes.  It  is  not  very  difficult  for  any  one  as- 
piring to  conduct  an  institute  to  procure  the  forty  names  required  by 
law  from  the  teachers  of  a  county,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  induce 
more  than  one-fourth  of  that  number  to  attend  its  sessions.  In 
such  cases  the  public  feel  that  they  have  a  right  to  complain  of  the 
expenditure  of  $100  from  the  public  funds  for  such  a  meagre  result, 
60  far  as  any  advantage  to  our  schools  may  be  concerned ;  and  it  is 
the  opinion  of  many  of  our  citizens  that  some  guarantee  for  the  at- 
tendance of  a  larger  number  of  teachers  should  be  had,  or  else  the 
public  money  be  withheld. 

J.  JAMES  BAKER, 

Town  Sujpcrintendent. 


SOUTH    AMBOT. 

I  send  you  a  few  lines  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  public  schools 
in  the  township  of  South  Amboy.  The  last  time  I  visited  them  they 
were  all  in  session,  and  teachers  all  provided  wiih  the  proper  certifi- 
cates of  licence.  Everything  is  going  on  quietly  ;  the  schools  in  good 
order ;  the  children  learning  very  rapidly  ;  the  houses  all  in  good  re- 
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pair,  thoiif]^h  rntlior  Rrnall,  Imt  Imvlnf^  proper  playpfTOundH,  Our 
loucliciH  nil  lake  !Ui  infcTi'rit  in  tlio  wclt'jin;  of  tlio  BchooU,  and  so  do 
tl)(i  linstccrt  (uiil  iiiluihitniitn. 

OiK!  Iiiilfof  our  Hcliooirt  are  kept,  o]»cn  for  twelve;  mfinths,  the  other 
liair  lur  TiiiKi  iiKtufliH;  none!  lor  six  or  three?  jnoiithrt. 

Wo  niiHcd  !t;l()()  from  tlio  towiishii>,  l^'J-l  H7  fn.m  tho  ronnty,  hut 
hftvo  iiud  only  one-third  of  tlic  Htato  fmidH ;  notwithntandirif?,  tho 
toHclu'rs  f^o  on  with  good  (;onra<^o,  knowing  that  tlic  money  will  romo 
Boonor  or  later.  AVe  ust;  all  our  money  for  tuition,  except  wliat  ifl 
needed  to  iiurchase  fuel,  etc. 

TIMOTHY  WOOD, 
Treasurer  of  Scliool  Cortunittee. 


MONMOUTH  COUNTY. 


FUEEnOLD. 


In  accordance  with  my  duty,  as  town  superintendent,  I  herewith 
transmit  my  report  f(^r  the  eurrcnt  year. 

Schools  have  been  kept  open  twelve  months,  allowance  being  made 
for  vacations  in  districts  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  7  and  11;  nine  and  a  half 
months  in  No.  5  ;  nine  months  in  No.  4,  and  six  months  in  No.  G. 
The  whole  number  of  children  in  the  township  of  Freehold,  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  as  rej)orted  by  the  trustees  of  the  several 
districts,  is  1,06G — an  increase  of  seven  over  last  year;  of  this  number 
ninety-eight  are  colored — an  increase  of  two  over  last  year.  There 
are  eight  entire  districts  in  this  township,  all  of  which  are  supplied 
with  good  teachers,  and  are  in  good  working  order.  Our  teachers  are 
all  licensed. 

This  township  also  furnishes  parts  of  three  districts  in  adjoining 
townships. 

The  trustees  of  district  No.  5  are  now  erecting  a  new  school-house, 
twenty-four  by  thirty-six  feet,  which  will  be  a  great  improvement. 

The  trustees  of  district  No,  4  have  also  fitted  up  their  school-room 
in  a  ci>mfoital)le  manner,  and  at  a  very  small  expense.  Much  praise 
is  due  to  the  trustees  of  both  districts,  for  the  gratuitous  labor  they 
performed  in  having  those  improvements  consummated. 

The  state,  county,  and  township  money,  which  will  be  received 
during  the  winter,  will  be  sufficient  to  make  most  of  the  districts  free, 
for  the  time  they  usually  keep  the  schools  open.  Nos.  7  and  11  are 
the  only  two  which  have  made  assessments  on  the  parents. 

The  amount  of  money  paid  into  my  hands  since  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber last,  by  Wm.  B.  Sutjihin,  esq.,  township  collector,  is  $2, 5(10  town- 
ship money,  raised  by  tax  for  school  purposes  ;  $418  55  state,  and  $51i)- 
23  county  surplus  money,  all  of  which  has  been  appropriated  to  the 
several  districts. 

J.  W.  BARTLESON, 

T(/trn  iSnjxTinUn^lent. 
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UOLMDEL. 

It  would  seem  from  my  report — the  low  fiij:;ures,  the  small  number 
of  scholars,  children,  and  everything  pertaining  thereto,  especially 
when  in  comparison  with  some  other  townships — we  arc  in  our  in- 
fancy ;  and  I  need  not  slate,  as  you  are  aware,  that  we  are  a  new 
township,  in  our  lifth  year,  with  a  small  territory  and  sparse  popula- 
tion, being  altogether  an  agricultnral  connnunity,  in  pop\dation  not 
much  over  a  thousand  inhabitants  ;  yet,  in  point  of  natural  resources, 
wealth  and  other  privileges,  perhaps  second  to  none,  comparatively 
speaking.  The  inhabitants  are  descended  from  the  first  settlers  of  the 
state,  and  there  has  not  been  that  change  and  advancement  in  education 
and  public  spirit  that  have  taken  place  in  many  parts  of  the  county, 
where  strangers  have  come  in  more  rapidly.  We  need  a  good  deal 
of  waking  up  in  regard  to  education,  as  is  doubtless  the  fact  all  over 
the  state ;  yet  a  gradual  improvement  is  evident.  We  do  not  lack 
enterprise  in  the  acquisition  of  wealth,  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
improving  our  farms  and  stock — only  in  regard  to  our  minds  and 
those  of  our  children.  I  do  not  feel  inclined,  at  the  present  time,  to 
allude  particularly  to,  or  criticise  upon,  the  defects  which  are  entailed 
upon  us,  as  it  is  much  easier  to  suggest  than  perfect  a  system  of  im- 

f)rovement.  While  many  are  desiring  and  suggest  a  more  enlarged 
iberality  on  the  part  of  the  state,  perhaps  at  this  peculiar  time  of  our 
national  exigency,  it  would  be  politic  and  practical  to  feel  our  way, 
and  attend  more  faithfully  to  home  and  individual  duties.  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  if  all  our  school  ofiicers  and  educational  officers 
will  be  faithful  to  the  responsibility  upon  them,  and  each  community 
will  do  its  proper  work,  a  marked  advancement  will  be  evident,  and 
both  public  and  individual  good  be  promoted. 

GILBERT  H.  VAN  MATER, 

Town  Sapermtendent. 


HOWELL. 

In  this  year's  report  I  have  nothing  especially  important  to  oifer. 
Tliere  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  the  districts,  or  in  their 
boundaries.  In  district  No.  1,  Blue  Ball,  $450  had  been  raised  by 
taxation — §400  of  this  sum  to  be  used  in  payment  for  the  school- 
house  lot,  and  $50  for  repairs,  etc.  The  improvements,  however,  have 
cost  considerably  more  than  the  sum  specified. 

New  desks  and  seats  have  been  put  up,  with  a  view  to  comfort, 
convenience  and  durability,  and  the  house  has  been  neatly  painted,  so 
that  now  it  presents  quite  a  diff'crent  aspect,  both  externally  and 
internally. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  improvements  of  a  similar  nature  in  dis- 
trict No.  5,  White's  S.  House,  have  also  been  made.  Here,  too,  they 
have  erected  new,  convenient  and  durable  desks  and  seats — which  by 
the  way  were  badly  needed — and  whitened  anew  the  exterior  of  the 
house,  making  it  correspond  better  with  its  name.  An  effort  is  being 
made  in  this  district  to  defray  the  expense  of  these  improvements 
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(about  $tO)  hy  contributioriH  without  tiikirii;  the  Bohool  iiionoy.  Tliis 
I  tiiko  iiH  an  (jviduiicu  ol"  iiiu(;h  iijtcroBtin  caucational  matters  uy  those 
BO  foiitrihulitig. 

Thii  hcIiooIh  ^onorally  lliroui^hout  tho  township  arc  advancing, 
thoui^h  not  HO  nipiilly  an  i  wonhl  like  to  hoc  them.  Tlic  same  apathy 
antl  indiirciHiicc!,  in  Uh)  many  iiiHtanccH,  Btill  exirtt  anionj;  pariiita, 
relative  to  llie  education  of  thrir  children.  If  they  eouhl  hy  any 
mciiins  he  induced  to  give  to  tliiB  matter  more  attention  ;  to  send  their 
children  to  Bchool  more  regularly  ;  to  encourage  them  at  home,  and 
to  visit  tho  school-room  as  often  as  ])oBsil)le,  tho  effect  would  soon  be- 
come strikingly  manifest.  The  trusti^es  also,  in  Bomo  cases — jtidging 
from  their  actions — arc  (juite  indifferent.  They  Becm  to  care  but 
little  who  is  emjdoyed  as  teacher,  how  much  salary  is  j)aid,  liow  tho 
Bchool  is  governed,  or  tlie  progritis  it  n>akes.  To  be  efKcient  and 
useful  in  any  position,  men  must  be  interested,  active  and  energetic. 
If  an  individual  consent  to  act  in  any  capacity  with  a  knowh;dge  that 
no  recompense  for  service  is  rendered,  he  is  just  as  much  in  duty 
bound  to  Bcrvc  his  constituents  faithfully  and  lioncstly,  afl  if  tlie 
emoluments  were  thousands  of  dollars. 

In  visiting  the  school,  I  have  usually  made  it  a  ])oint,  in  my  re- 
marks, to  make  such  propositions  and  suggestions  to  tlie  teachers  as 
the  occasion  seemed  to  demand.  These  vi.sits  liave  been  gratifying, 
and,  I  think,  have  been  the  means  of  stimulating  both  teacher  and 
pupil  to  stronger  effort. 

JOS.  B.  GOODNOUGII, 

Town  Sujyerintendent. 


MIDDLETOWN. 

I  would  only  say,  in  addition  to  my  statistical  report,  that  oar 
teachers  have  been  licensed  according  to  the  school  law,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  schools  is  much  the  same  as  last  year.  I  think  the  in- 
terest taken  in  the  cause  of  education  by  patrons  and  teachers  is  on 
the  increase.  Text-books  are  of  a  better  class,  and  uniformity  in  that 
direction  has  been  the  aim  of  school  officers,  to  which  we  hope  soon 
to  approximate.  The  evil  so  often  complained  of  (the  frequent  change 
of  teachers)  is  gradually  passing  away  ;  some  of  our  districts  have  had 
no  change  for  two  years,  and  wc  think  others  will  be  inclined  to  fol- 
low their  example.  An  institute  was  held  at  our  county  seat  on  the 
28th  of  October  last,  and  was  attended  with  profit  by  some  of  the 
teachers  from  this  township.  Formerly  it  was  a  rare  thing  for  any 
person  to  visit  the  school,  and  frequently  whole  terms  would  pass 
away  without  an  individual  entering  the  school-room,  save  the  sui>er- 
intendent.  Now  it  is  common  for  parents  to  call  njwn  the  teacher, 
and  see  how  the  sduxtl  is  progressing ;  and  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  we  shall  all  feel  a  deeper  interest  in  the  education  of 
those  who  are  soon  to  be  our  magistrates  and  governors,  who  will 
make  our  laws,  and  give  direction  to  all  our  atiairs,  both  civil  and 
religious. 

DAVID  B.  STOUT, 

Town  SupeTinttnderU. 


116  KEPORT  OF  SCHOOL  SUPERrNTENnENT. 

OCEAN. 

Enclosed  please  lind  the  list  No.  2,  -wliich  jou  desired  the  superin- 
tendents to  answer.  Tlic  replies  are  not  as  full  as  I  could  have  wished, 
many  of  the  teachers  not  havinf;  sent  in  any  report  during  the  year, 
and  those  having  done  so,  not  doing  it  very  accurately  in  many  cases. 

The  interest  among  the  citizens  in  our  cotnmon  scliools,  I  tliink,  is 
rather  on  the  advance,  and  Ocean  townsliip  bids  fair,  ere  long,  to 
rival  any  of  her  sister  townships  in  the  intelligence  of  her  instructors 
and  the  interest  of  the  inhabitants  in  scliool  matters.  During  the  fall 
and  winter,  thus  ftir,  the  town  superintendent  has  been  giving  lectures 
in  each  of  the  school  districts  on  the  subject  of  ''  Common  School 
Education,"  for  the  purpose  of  enlivening  the  energies  of  the  people 
on  the  subject,  and  creating  still  greater  interest,  and,  so  far,  it  nas 
been  with  good  effect. 

THOMAS  G.  CHATTLE,  M.  D., 
,  Town  Superintendent. 


RAKITAN. 

Excepting  the  gratifying  fact  of  a  steady,  though  slow  improve- 
ment, there  is  but  little  new  that  I  can  adduce  in  this  repcJrt. 

The  fact,  however,  stated  above,  is  one  full  of  hope.  I  would  add, 
too,  as  matter  worthy  of  congratulation,  that  the  home  material  ia 
becoming  wrought  out,  and  is  eagerly  sought.  This  has  a  promising 
significance,  since  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  however  excellent  many 
of  our  eastern  teachers  are,  not  a  few  that  might  well  be  spared,  have 
succeeded  in  securing  patronage  among  us.  These  parts  have  long 
enjoyed  a  liberal  immigration  of  ])arties  of  remarkable  versatility  of 
talent,  equally  qualified  for  the  separate  or  combined  callings  of  itiner- 
ant book-vender,  pedagogue  or  clock-mender.  Beyond  the  mere 
question  of  pay,  of  course,  such  persons  are  wholly  disinterested,  since 
tliey  have  no  reputation  to  make,  and  none  to  lose.  They  lack  that 
double  motive,  which  utilizes  and  dignifies  the  teacher's  calling,  the 
desire  fur  their  pupils'  advancement,  and  the  thirst  for  their  own  pro- 
gressive improvement.  Our  own  teachers  are  winning  good  opinions 
for  devotion  and  efficiency,  and  are  thus  crowding  out  this  latter 
class. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  that,  in  this  matter,  the  very  excellent  higher 
schools  in  our  county  town  have  exercised  a  salutary  influence.  To 
myself  it  has  been  a  pleasant  task  to  impart  to  a  class  of  the  teachers 
of  my  township,  instruction  once  a  week,  in  the  higher  departments 
of  linguistic  study.  It  must  be  admitted  that  teachers,  thus  ambitious 
to  acquire,  will  be  equally  zealous  to  impart,  thus  becoming  greatly 
more  efficient  in  their  schools. 

We  have  in  Monmouth  county,  besides  an  occasional  teachers'  in- 
stitute, a  teachers'  county  association,  which  holds  a  two  days'  session 
twice  a  year.  It  has  been  sustained  for  a  number  of  years,  chiefly  by 
the  zeal  of  a  few  active  fiiends  of  education,  and  a  few  "  live"  teach- 
ers, intended  for  the  teachers'  good  immediately,  and  that  of  educa- 
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tion  reflcctivoly.  It  is  a  Huhjttct  of  burning  uliarno  that,  Jiltlioiij^h  in 
one  scriftu  u  ;^nil,ilyin^  sikmx'ish,  yi;t  luis  it  sufVored  Bhainorul  neglect 
I'runi  iniiiiy  hik-Ii  as  iiioHt  need  its  a<ivaitta^eri.  It'  it  iiiigiit  be  found 
practicHi  and  cxpfdicMit,  I  would  su^ji;(;rtt  to  the  worthy  Hfat*;  nuperin- 
tendent,  that  diK!  iinnnincmM;  Ix;  j^ivcn  in  the  annual  rcjtort  to  Huch 
couutieH  aH  HUrftain  th<'rto  oi'i^ani/ationrt  for  the  ^ood  of  the  tcatrher. 
Moreover,  inahinuch  an  the  district  Hchool  teachers  receive  a  j)ortion  of 
their  j)ay  from  the  fiindH  supplied  hy  the  Htatc,  they  arc  to  that  extent 
gervantfl  of  the  state.  I  would  then  further  suggest,  as  a  htiniulus  to 
the  delirupient,  and  a  fair  exhibit  of  the  earnest  teacher,  that  the  gen- 
eral report  furnish  a  catulo;i;ue  of  names  of  teachers  employed  in  the 
county,  and  that  such  list  (le^iJ:;Iu^te,  by  asterisk  or  otherwise,  such  aa 
have  attended  teachers'  institutes,  associations,  etc.  Assuredly  such 
Btatisticb  would  be  serviceable  to  the  local  superintendents. 

The  diversity  of  school  books  is  still  an  evil  great  as  ever.  Uni- 
formity of  registration,  and  the  making  of  the  register  a  permanent 
record,  and  the  ])roperty  of  the  trustees  of  each  district  would  be  a 
desirable  reform. 

1  must  speak  commendingly  again  of  tlic  general  fidelity  of  tho 
teachers  under  my  oversii^ht  for  the  past  year,  and  encouragingly  of 
tli(^  irrowing  estimate  of  education  in  this  ])art  of  our  state. 

SAMUEL  LOCKWOOp, 

Town  Superintendent. 


SHREWSnURY. 

There  arc  at  present  nine  school  districts  in  this  township,  three 
parts  of  districts,  and  one  colored  school  under  the  supervision  of  tho 
Episcopal  Church  of  Shrewsbury.  As  tho  latter  school  does  not  como 
under  my  control,  I  cannot  make  any  definite  report  of  its  situation, 
other  than  the  number  of  scholars  it  returns  and  the  amount  of  money 
it  draws. 

Ko.  1,  or  Port  Washington.  Tlic  scliool  of  this  district  is  located 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  village  of  Port  Washington,  in  a 
very  pleasant  wood  ;  the  room  is  large  enough  to  accommodate  tho 
scholars  attending  without  overcrowding  them,  but  it  is  rather  out  of 
repair,  which  could  easily  be  reiliedied  with  very  little  outlay.  The 
trustees  of  this  district  have  returned  to  me  this  year  123  children. 
This  district  has  had  two  dilferent  teachers  during  the  past  year,  both 
male,  but  it  has  not  been  in  operation  during  all  of  that  time. 

No.  2,  or  Fair  llavcn.  There  are  two  school-houses  in  this  district, 
one  for  white  children,  and  the  other  for  colored  children.  The 
school-house  used  for  the  white  children  is  sadly  out  of  order,  and  is 
entirely  too  small  for  the  number  of  children  attending.  I  am  in 
hopes  that  the  inhabitants  i>f  this  district  will,  before  long,  see  the  ad- 
vantage a  larger  and  more  commodious  building  will  be  to  them. 
The  school-house  lor  the  colored  children  is  a  very  suitable  building 
for  the  purpose  intended.  Both  schools  arc  under  the  supervision  of 
the  trustees  of  the  district.  They  have  returned  to  me  102  children 
as  the  number  in  the  district — 124:  white,  and  3S  colored. 
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No.  3,  or  Prtrkersville,  is  a  very  good  school.  The  school-house  is 
located  in  the  village  of  that  name,  in  a  very  pleasant  situation,  and, 
I  bclit-'ve,  is  in  good  repair.  It  is  under  charge  of  a  female  teacher, 
who  has  had  control  of  it  for  some  time,  and  who  has  given  very  gen- 
eral satisfaction  to  the  inhabitants.  The  trustees  have  returned  to  me 
101  children. 

No.  4,  or  Red  Bank.  This  district  is  by  far  the  largest  district  in 
the  township.  They  have  returned  to  me  448  children.  They  have 
in  this  district  three  schools,  with  four  teachers — one  male  and  three 
female.  There  is  one  school-house  belonging  to  the  district  which  is 
divided  into  two  departments.  They  are  under  the  charge  of  the 
male  and  one  female  teacher.  The  trustees  rent  two  rooms  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  other  two  female  teachers.  All  these  schools 
are  in  a  very  efficient  state,  which  speaks  well  for  those  who  have  the 
charge  of  them,  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  citizens  of  this  prosperous 
village  will,  before  long,  have  enterprise  enough  to  erect  a  large  and 
commodious  building  for  school  purposes,  which  will  be  an  ornament 
to  the  place,  and  a  benefit  to  its  respectable  and  increasing  population. 
As  it  is  the  principal  village  in  the  township,  M'itli  direct  communica- 
tion to  the  city  of  New  York,  both  by  railroad  and  steamboat,  it 
would  certainly  be  a  source  of  gratification  and  pride  to  tliem,  when 
strano-ers  visit  their  place,  to  point  with  satisfaction  to  an  edifice  they 
have  erected  by  their  own  exertions  for  the  education  of  their 
children. 

No.  5,  or  Little  Silver,  has  a  very  good  school-house,  located  at  the 
intersection  of  two  roads.  This  school  has  returned  to  me  73  children 
as  their  number  for  this  year.  It  has  been  under  the  charge  of  a 
female  teacher,  but  has  not  been  in  operation  for  some  time  on  ac- 
count of  the  ill  health  of  the  teacher.  She  has,  I  believe,  given  good 
satisfaction  to  the  district. 

No.  G,  or  Shrewsbury.  The  school-house  of  this  district  is  located 
in  the  village  of  that  name,  and  close  to  the  highway  ;  the  children, 
as  a  consequence,  during  intermission,  have  to  make  use  of  tlie  road 
as  a  playground,  which  is  not  very  pleasant  and  rather  dangerous. 
The  school-house  is  in  a  very  poor  condition,  both  as  regards  comfort 
and  convenience,  but,  with  a  small  outlay  of  money  on  the  part  of 
the  inhabitants,  might  be  made  a  very  respectable  affair.  This  school 
is  under  charge  of  a  female  teacher,  a  graduate  of  the  Normal  School, 
and,  for  good  order  and  decorum,  I  think,  is  not  to  be  surpassed  by 
any  school  in  the  township.  If  the  pride  of  the  inhabitants  could 
only  be  aroused  to  the  fact  of  the  poor  condition  of  their  school- 
bouse,  they  would  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets,  and,  in  a  spirit  of 
enterprise,  contribute  liberally  towards  the  repairs  of  their  school- 
house.  They  would,  with  the  very  efficient  teacher  they  have,  have 
a  school  which  would  be  an  ornament  to  the  place. 

No.  7,  or  Tinton  Falls,  situated  in  the  village  of  that  name,  has  a 
very  good  school-house,  and  is  blessed  at  present  with  a  very  good 
teacher.  The  inhabitants  of  this  district  have  always  contributed  lib- 
erally towards  fitting  up  thpir  school-house  in  a  proper  manner,  and 
I  think 'it  is  now  about  as  well  furnished,  as  regards  the  comforts  and 
convenience  of  the  scholars,  as  any  in  the  township.     Tlie  only  fault 
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is,  tliat  tho  rooin  is  rnther  flrrmll  for  the  incrciisinj^  nnmher  of  child- 
ren utt.ciKlin^  Bcliool,  whittli  i'h  a  (lifliciilty  that  c.HUUoi  ronvLMiicntly  ho 
iivoi<le«l  ill  ]>r(!s('nf,  <twii»f;  to  thr  hiimiII  h>t  of  ^roiiiul  hohjii^inj^  to  the 
district,  Jind  which  wan  d(!visc<l  t<»  it,  Roino  yeurrt  aj^o,  for  8ch<»ol  f>ur- 
i)oB08  only.  Tho  hxtatioti  of  the  hiiildiri^  in  not  wliat  is  n'ipiircd, 
l)oing  diro(^tly  upon  tlio  road,  which  is  liable  to  the  danj^frr  that  all 
Pflhool-houHCH  are  situated  in  liko  manner;  hut  I  live  in  liopes  that 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  it  will  he  removed  from  its  [)rc8cnt 
location,  and  ])laccd  in  a  situation  more  pleasant  and  a^roeahlc  to  the 
inhahitanls,  and  more  henclii-ial  to  tiie  moral  welfare  of  the  children 
attendini;.     This  di.striet  has  returned  to  me  111  children. 

No.  S,  or  liumson.  This  is  one  of  the  new  districts  which,  I  have 
formed,  dnriiifj  the  past  year,  out  of  the  Parkersville  district.  The 
numher  of  children  returned  is  forty-eij^ht ;  it  is  under  the  charfjo  of 
a  male  teacher.  The  seho()l  accommodations  are  not  what  would  be 
desire<l,  hut,  owin<:j  to  tlie  fact  of  their  just  startin*.;  in  the  world,  they 
are  as  comfortahly  situated  as  their  circumstances  will  admit.  The 
teacher  aj>j>oars  to  be  anxious  that  his  school  should  not  be  behind  the 
others  in  elliciency. 

No.  i)  (Union),  aiu)ther  new  district,  erected  during  the  past  year. 
As  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  this  school,  I  cannot  make 
any  definite  report  of  it.  It  has  returned  twenty-six  scholars. 
Owing  to  the  small  number  in  the  district,  they  have  not  been  able  to 
keep  tlieir  school  open  but  a  short  time  during  the  year;  its  location 
is  in  a  section  ot  country  but  thinly  settled  at  present,  but  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  district  are  fully 
sensible  of  the  advantages  of  education  to  their  children  ;  and,  for 
that  reason,  will  use  extra  exertions  to  make  their  school  a  credit  to 
them.     It  has  a  male  teacher. 

The  parish  or  colored  school,  which  I  spoke  of  as  being  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Episcoi)al  church  of  Shrewsbury,  is  located  in  the 
Pines.  As  their  scliool  does  not  come  under  my  charge,  I  cannot 
make  any  report  of  it.  They  have  returned  to  me  102  children,  and 
the  school  is  in  charge  ot  a  colored  male  teacher.  • 

There  are  also  three  parts  of  districts  connecting  with  the  township 
of  Ocean,  adjoining  Shrewsbury  township,  which,  together,  have  re- 
turned to  me  sixty-seven  children. 

This  I  submit  as  a  general  review  of  the  situation  of  the  schools  in 
this  township.  The  people  of  the  townshij>  of  Shrewsbury  have  al- 
ways been  behind  in  voting  money  for  public  schools,  and  for  that 
reason  they  should  also  see  that  proper  persons  should  be  chosen  to 
act  as  trustees  in  the  ditlerent  school  districts.  If  they  are  the  pro- 
per persons  for  the  place,  it  would  conduce  more  to  the  advancement 
of  education  than  any  one  thing  I  know  of  at  present.  The  duties 
enjinned  upon  district  trustees  by  the  laws  are  very  great,  considering 
the  remuneration  they  receive  ;  and  if  they  would  only  attend  to  the 
one-half,  it  would  be  a  source  of  great  benefit  to  their  districts.  I 
would  respectfully  enji>in  u]K)n  them  to  be  more  attentive — to  visit 
their  schools  oftener  than  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  doing,  and 
thus  to  encourage  the  children,  and  cause  them  to  show  more  ix"Sj>ect 
and  attention  to  the  instruction  of  their  teacher.  ^ 
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But  of  what  use  is  all  the  expenditure  of  money — of  what  use  is  it 
to  pay  large  salaries  to  teachers,  when  parents  themselves  refuse  or 
neglect  to  encourage  their  children  and  their  teacher  by  frequent 
visits  to  the  school  V  They  are  too  prone  to  believe  the  school-house 
a  building  to  receive  all  the  children  who  are  in  the  way  at  home, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  a  child  has  hardly  attained  the  age  of  live 
years  before  it  is  sent  to  school,  not  for  the  purpose  of  learning,  but 
merely  to  get  clear  of  the  trouble  of  attending  to  it  at  home,  thereby 
making  the  teacher  a  nurse  for  the  children,  instead  of  an  instructor. 

I  would  also  call  the  attention  of  parents  to  the  matter  of  getting  their 
children  prepared  for  school  at  the  proper  time  ;  it  is  certainly  very 
unpleasant  to  a  teacher  to  have  scholars  coming  into  the  room  at  short 
intervals  for  an  hour  or  more  after  the  regular  time  for  calling  school ; 
it  is  very  annoying,  and  causes  an  eternal  confusion  in  the  school. 

The  facilities  for  gaining  proper  information  from  teachers,  as  re- 
gards matters  appertaining  to  their  duties,  are  very  poor  in  this  town- 
ship. I  do  not  think  there  is  a  school  record  or  school  register  be- 
longing to  the  school  in  any  one  school-house  in  the  township,  and  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  trustees  procure  them  immediately, 
as  they  greatly  assist  the  superintendent  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

DANL.  A.  HOLMES. 

Town  /Superintendent. 


UPPER  FREEHOLD. 

Having  been  elected  town  superintendent  in  March  last,  much  of 
my  statistical  report  must,  of  necessity,  be  merely  an  approximation 
to  the  true  estimate. 

I  received  from  my  predecessor  no  available  information  respecting 
many  of  your  inquiries,  and  was,  therefore,  not  aware  of  my  special 
duties,  until  I  received  from  you  the  pamphlet  containing  laws  relat- 
ing to  public  schools. 

There  niip,  in  tliis  township,  seven  school-houses,  owned  by  the  dis- 
tricts in  which  they  are  located ;  three  of  these  are  in  a  good  condi- 
tion ;  the  remaining  four  are  entirely  unlit  for  the  designed  purpose, 
being  small,  damp  and  ill-contrived.  This  township  assists  in  form- 
ing school  districts  in  four  adjoining  townships.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren, between  the  ages  of  hve  and  eighteen,  is  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-live.  Last  year  the  superintendent  disbursed  the  sum  of 
$2,52J:  94,  and  this  year  the  disbursement  will  be  about  the  same. 
The  schools  are  tree  in  all  the  districts,  except  one.  One-half  of  our 
teachers  are  not  licensed  ;  and,  as  we  have  no  county  examiners,  and 
many  of  the  school  trustees  seem  to  prefer  acting  independently  of 
the  superintendent,  I  see  no  way  to  prevent  this  infringement  of  law. 
We  have  one  superior  female  teacher,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  State 
Normal  School;  and  so  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging, 
the  system  seems  to  work  well,  though  it  may  be  too  mechanical  for 
practical  use,  hardly  adapted  to  fluctuating  free  schools. 

I  have  noticed  a  great  defect  in  many  of  our  school-house^,  viz.  :  a 
proper  mode  of  ventilation.     Teachers  and  trustees  seem  to  forget 
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tliat  it  is  as  ortsoritial  for  cliiltlron  to  inhale  ]>urc  air,  aa  it  is  that  their 
food  HhouM  he  wholosojno,  uikI  their  drink  frt-o  from  imoiirity. 

JIow  (i(!j)rcssiii<^,  hoth  mciitully  jiiid  jthyHJcally,  for  ciiiMrcu  to  l>c 
conipcllcfl  to  hrciitlio  an  atmos|>h(;ro  iin[)rcf(nate<l  with  carhonic  acid 
gas,  of  which  (hs'vdly  poison  wu  i<now  rcHpiration  in  a  fniitfnl  Bource. 

I  can  SCO  no  olauHihle  reason  why  a  town  superintendent  KJionhJ  not 
receive  a  juore  liberal  coiMpcnfliilion  for  his  services.  He  is  obliged, 
by  luw,  in  ni:iny  of  the  townships,  to  give  security  of  from  three  to 
six  thons!i?id  dollars;  :ind  his  position,  in  many  respects,  is  frcoucntly 
one  not  ut  iill  dcsiriildc.  To  this,  many  (»f  my  brothers  in  olh(;e  can 
testify,  especially  if  presented  an  order  for  [)ayment,  when  the  fund  in 
hand  is  0,  in  consecpiencc  of  the  delinquency  of  others. 

As  you  are  doubtless  already  aware  of  the  difficulties  in  obtaining 
good  teachers,  I  think  it  unnecessary  to  rejieat  them.  It  seems  a 
matter  of  regret,  that  such  an  amount  of  money  should  be  distributed 
annually  in  our  school  districts,  with  so  little  benefit  to  the  children. 
Is  it  not  strange  that  such  Tiumbers  of  parents  and  guardians  should 
be  inditlcrent  respecting  the  choice  of  preceptors  who  are  to  mould 
the  minds  of  their  children  for  this  world,  and,  it  may  be,  exert  an  in- 
fluence on  them  for  eternity  ? 

A.  ALEXANDER  HOWELL, 

Tou>n  Sujperinlciulent. 


WALL. 

In  accordance  with  your  request  and  the  law,  I  send  you  a  report 
of  the  schools  of  Wall  township, 

I  shall  not  accompany  it  with  a  lengthy  written  report  of  sugges- 
tions, as  I  am  satisfied  that  reports  of  superintendents  of  schools  are 
rarely  read  by  members  of  the  Legislature. 

We  want  more  teachers,  and  competent  ones,  at  fair  prices.  Dur- 
ing the  last  si.x  or  seven  years,  I  have  had  but  one  application  from  a 
normal  school  teacher.  Why  is  it  ?  We  pay  liberally,*  and  more 
punctually  than  most  other  professions  are  paid. 

We  are  principally  indebted  to  our  eastern  teachers  for  a  supply 
for  our  schools.     Among  them  we  have  some  excellent  teachers. 

Our  schools  are  in  progress,  and  in  a  healthy  condition ;  the  at- 
tendance larger  and  more  regular  than  formerly.  The  interest  taken 
by  trustees  and  parents  is  not  so  good  as  it  should  be.  Trustees 
should  be  paid  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services.  From 
observation  I  find  a  large  proportion  of  the  visits  at  schools  are  by 
the  females.  I  would  suggest  the  school  law  be  so  amended  as  to 
allow  females  to  be  elected  trustees  of  schools.  I  am  satisfied  the 
duties  would  be  far  better  attended  to  in  this  district. 

I  send  you  a  synopsis  of  the  attendance  and  studies  in  one  of  our 
schools— E.  A.  Hyde,  instructor  : 

On  register,  63  ;  average  attendance,  41 ;  spelling,  53  ;  reading,  47  ; 
writing,  30  ;  arithmetic,  29  ;  written  mental,  24;  geography.  15  ; 
grammar,  10  ;  history,  5  ;  philosophy,  3  ;  astronomy,  1  ;  defini- 
tions, 17. 
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This  school  is  visited  by  the  officers  and  clergy ;  49  visits  by  the 
parents.     Is  is  well  governed,  and  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Some  of  the  schools  are  not  visited  either  by  trustees  or  parents.  I 
observe  the  diflerence  when  I  visit  these  schools  officially.  I  address 
all  the  schools  when  I  visit  them. 

K.  LAIRD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


MERCER    COUNTY. 


EAST   WINDSOR. 


I  take  pleasure  in  forwarding  you,  herewith,  an  answer  to  your 
series  of  questions,  being  as  nearly  accurate  as  the  circumstances  of 
fi-equent  changes  in  teachers,  and  imperfectly  kept  school  registers, 
will  allow.  In  order  to  gain  a  correct  idea  of  the  condition  and  effi- 
ciency of  our  schools,  I  lind  that  proper  blank  registers  are  imper- 
atively required ;  and  I  would  suggest  that  the  state  superintendent, 
if  empowered  to  do  so,  sould  furnish  town  superintendents  with  a 
proper  quantity  of  blanks,  to  be  by  tliem  distributed  among  the 
schools,  as  required.  Our  schools  being  so  generally  occupied  by 
transient  teachers,  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  get  a  perfect  register 
for  a  year ;  and  I  find  it  still  more  difficult  where  the  schools  are  free, 
from  the  indisposition  of  many  teachers  to  keep  any  register  at  all. 
In  order  to  gain  a  satisfactory  and  reliable  knowledge  of  the  condition 
of  our  state  educational  affairs,  I  think  the  necessity  of  the  above  re- 
commendation— which,  I  doubt  not,  is  felt  in  a  greater  or  less  degree 
by  every  town  superintendent  in  the  state — will  be  apparent ;  the  more 
especially  as  since  this  must  be  the  main  source  from  which  all  statis- 
tical information  is  to  be  derived. 

The  schools  in  this  township  are  generally  in  a  good  condition. 
The  teachers  are  careful  and  efficient,  and  only  lack  the  encourage- 
ment of  occasional  visits  from  parents  to  incite  them  to  still  greater 
exertions. 

Our  school  buildings,  with  two  exceptions,  are  in  fair  condition,  yet 
all  are  decidedly  below  the  demands  of  the  cause  of  education,  and 
opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  age.  The  idea  that  "anything"  is  "good 
enough  for  a  school-house,"  is  a  sure  index  of  a  want  of  interest  in 
education,  and  exactly  the  reverse  of  the  feeling  which  gives  New 
England  her  proud  supremacy  in  the  school  system.  Year  by  year, 
however,  we  notice  a  steady  growth  of  the  popular  feeling  in  regard 
to  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  education,  and  we  hope,  ere  many 
years  pass,  to  see  our  public  schools  the  pride  of  our  people,  and  our 
progressive  and  favored  state  rank  among  the  first  in  the  cause  of 
education. 

C.  M.  NORTON, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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HAMILTON. 

Ill  milking  my  luiimul  report,  I  am  liiipjiy  to  uniiounco  that  our 
-ichools  arc  in  a  pro.spcroiis  coiMlition,  aixl  that  the  ])L'0|)1c  generally 
seem  lully  im|)rcts«u(l  with  lliu  importance  of  the  tiihjeet  of  education. 

Our  teachers  are  well  ediKrated,  a*id  lahor  well,  and,  as  far  as  I  can 
see,  are  pucccssful  in  securing,  not  only  pro^j^rcBK  in  the  objocta  of 
study,  hut  i^ood  order  and  cleanliness  in  the  hcIiooIh. 

In  our  to\vnHhi[)s  this  year  we  have  a  ^reat  dctficieney  of  money, 
which  has  caused  mc  much  trouhlc.  ii'  sonje  law  could  he  ma<Je  to 
pay  over  the  school  money  at  <;ertain  times,  and  in  certain  sums,  it 
woidd  he  a  trrcat  imi)rovement. 

E.  R  SIIUBKICK, 

Tovj7i  Superintendent. 


LAWRENCE. 

Since  my  last  annual  report,  but  little  of  interest  has  presented  it- 
self to  my  mind  to  communicate  to  you.  The  unsettled  state  of  our 
national  atVairs  has  induced  some  of  our  most  efiicient  teachers  to  for- 
sake the  school-room,  and  ^ive  all  their  energies  to  the  noble  work  of 
prc})aring  our  country  for  its  ttwn  defence,  and  to  teach  tlujse  wlio 
sought  its  destruction  that  rebellion  against  the  nobkst  government 
on  earth  is  a  crime  of  no  ordinary  magnitude.  To  such  as  have  left, 
and  desire,  after  serving  their  country,  to  return  to  their  former  sphere 
of  usefulness,  I  trust  places  will  be  found  vacant  to  receive  them. 
Those  who  have  continued  teaching  have,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability,  eiuleavored  to  instruct  the  young  in  studies  advantageous  to 
tliem  in  youth,  and  fitting  for  them  to  perform  well  their  part  in  the 
drama  of  life. 

In  transmitting  you  my  report,  the  statistics  are  as  correct  as  can 
be  obtained  at  present.  The  absence  of  registers  in  all  the  districts, 
owing  to  the  frequent  change  of  teachers,  renders  it  impossible  to  ob- 
tain a  more  accurate  one.  We  have  erected  a  new  ana  commodious 
school-house  in  the  central  district,  reliectintj  great  credit  on  the  trus- 
tees and  inhabitants  of  said  district,  for  a  building  so  well  adapted 
for  educational  purposes,  and  discarding  the  old  pine  desks  and 
benches,  the  introduction  of  iniproved  seats  and  desks,  tables  and 
blackboards,  ma]>s  and  kindred  things — all  tending  to  increase  the 
comforts  of  children — I  trust  a  stimulus  to  exertion  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  knowledge.  If  parents  would  drop  in  the  school-room,  it 
would  encourage  both  teacher  and  pupils,  and  be  attended  with  much 
good. 

The  irregular  attendance  of  children  at  school,  aside  from  produc- 
ing disorder  among  the  difterent  classes,  is  a  source  of  mucn  com- 
plaint, and  often  discouraging  to  teachers. 

In  conclusion,  let  us  look  with  earnestness  to  the  time  when  the 
sword  will  return  to  its  scabbard,  and  man  to  his  peaceful  pursuits. 

JAMES  G.  rUlLLlPS, 

Toion  Superintendent. 
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PRIN-CETON. 

It  affords  nie  pleasure  to  state  that  the  teachers  have  been  atten- 
tive to  their  duties,  and,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  have  afforded  en- 
tire satisfaction  to  the  trustees  in  their  respective  districts.  In  every 
instance,  they  gave  me  a  cordial  and  respectful  reception,  and  replied 
to  all  interro<2;atories  with  promptitude  and  candor.  In  the  discharge 
of  their  laborious  and  responsible  duties,  they  have  been  highly  suc- 
cessful. The  same  mode  of  instruction  has  been  continued  through- 
out the  year.  "With  respect  to  vrhat  is  called  the  mental  system, 
which  has  been  adopted  in  two  of  the  schools,  its  adaptation  to  all  the 
various  grades  of  mind  may  well  be  doubted.  While  some,  who  are 
possessed  of  strong  memories,  may  lind  the  system  useful ;  others, 
whose  memories  are  comparatively  weak,  are  probably  overstrained 
and  injured  by  it.  The  system,  while  it  cultivates  that  faculty,  is  of 
no  special  advantage  in  acquiring,  for  example,  the  science  of  arith- 
metic, and,  by  its  difficulty,  evidently  impedes  the  progress  of  most 
pupils. 

The  good  attendance  of  the  children  has  been  particularly  gratify- 
ing, and  they  have  made  more  than  usual  progress  during  the  past 
year.  In  my  repeated  examinations  of  the  schools,  I  liave  been 
pleased  with  the  prompt  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  they  re- 
sponded to  the  the  questions  proposed,  and  with  the  interest  they 
manifested  in  their  studies. 

Although  the  parents  of  the  children  have  shown  some  interest  in 
the  schools,  and,  perhaps,  as  much  as  exisits  in  other  localities,  still 
we  have  reason  to  fear  that  their  interest  is  not  as  great  as  it  should  be. 
They  seldom  visit  the  schools,  and  do  not  actively  co-operate  with  the 
teachers  to  the  proper  extent.  This  remissness  on  their  part  not  only 
discourages  the  teachers,  but  also  impairs  their  usefulness.  If  they 
would  feel  and  manifest  a  more  lively  concern  for  the  progress  of 
their  children,  and  would  more  actively  co-operate  with  the  teachers, 
their  efforts  to  instruct  and  discipline  the  children  would  be  much 
more  effective.  All  measures,  therefore,  adapted  to  enlist  the  sym- 
pathy and  aid  of  parents  are  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  success 
of  the  schools. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  reiterating  my  conviction  of  the 
vast  importance  of  our  public  school  system.  The  more  intimately  I 
become  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  the  community,  the  deeper  is  my 
conviction  of  the  necessity  of  such  institutions ;  and  the  more  T  have 
seen  of  their  effects,  the  more  highly  do  I  prize  them.  Without  such 
schools,  the  major  part  of  the  young  would  grow  up  in  ignorance,  and 
a  generation  of  men  be  formed  incapable  of  discharging  aright  their 
civil,  social  and  religious  duties.  Whether  we  contemplate,  there- 
fore, the  temporal  interests  of  the  age,  or  the  eternal  welfare  of  men, 
the  most  strenuous  efforts  should  be  made  to  sustain  and  improve  the 
public  schools,  for  it  is  education  that  makes  a  man  whatever  he  is, 
through  time  and  through  eternity. 

G.  MUSGRAVE  GIGER, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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WrCHT  WINUftOK. 

A^ocably  f,(^  your  riujiKisl,  I  luivo  forwanlod  your  8cric«  of  quc«- 
tiouR,  as  fur  uh  I  am  able;  in  conscquonco  of  no  rc^iBterH  bcin^  fur- 
nislxid  to  teiU'hers,  J  am  at  a  Iohs  to  gatlier  (jorroct  information  in 
reply  to  some  of  the  quoHtions.  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of 
rcgi.stcrx  bciii;^  furiiinlifd  by  the  Ktatc  to  tlio  town  HJiporintondentfl, 
and,  tliroui^h  them,  dirttiibutcd  among  the  diflerent  Bcboolw,  wliich 
would  enable  town  Buperintendcnts  to  lay  correct  information  before 
yoii. 

I'IiIb  townBliij)  is  eomposctl  of  tlirco  whole  and  five  parts  of  dis- 
trictH,  taken  from  Lawrenceville,  Middlesex,  East  Windsor,  Washing- 
ton and  Jlamilton  townships.  Wo  have  excellent  school -housca, 
good  and  (•om])eteiit  teachers,  and  are  all  licensed.  The  inhabit- 
ants ajij)car  to  be  alive  in  odtication — more  than  formerly,  judging 
from  tlie  increase  oi'  mon<>y  raised  the  ]iast  two  year;*,  and  the  interest 
thev  have  taken  in  the  matter;  but  the  teachers  complain  very  much 
of  irregularity  of  attendance  at  school. 

ELIJAH  V.  PERRINE, 

Tovm.  Superintendent. 


MORRIS  COUNTY 


CHATHAM. 

The  condition  of  our  public  school  building  is  much  the  same  as 
when  last  reported.  Our  teachers  are  becoming  more  and  more  in- 
terested in  their  work,  and  labor  diligently  to  interest  and  improve 
their  piii)ils.  The  people  arc  waking  up  to  the  idea  that  school-ro^jms 
should  be  as  convenient,  as  comfortable,  and  as  attractive  as  possible; 
and  that  teachers  for  their  children  should  not  only  be  thoroughly  edu- 
cated but  kind,  and  courteous,  loving  to  teach,  and  loving  children. 

The  teachers'  institute  hold  in  Madison,  so  ably  and  agreeably  con- 
ducted by  Mr.  Abraham  Thompson,  of  New  Brunswick,  gave  the 
teachers  and  the  people  universal  satisfaction  ;  and  the  lectures  given 
each  evening  by  the  conductor,  the  honorable  state  superintendent, 
and  othei's,  were  so  acceptably  amusing  and  instructive,  that  all  were 
pleased — all  were  satisfied.  Now,  any  reflecting  mind  would  natu- 
rally conclude,  that  if  these  meetings -could  be  well  attended  all  over 
the  state,  the  people  would  be  so  thoroughly  stirred  up  to  look  alter 
the  interests  of  their  children,  that  we  could  not  long  have  any 
"  bunglers  ''  in  our  school-rooms,  but  must  have  skillful  and  accom- 
plished teachers. 

S.  II.  WARD, 
Town  Superini^'juiait. 
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CHESTER. 

I  liercbv  transmit  to  yon  the  yearly  report  of  the  schools  of  our 
township,  -svith  as  much  accuracy  as  circumstances  will  permit.  The 
schools  have  been  kept  open  during  a  greater  part  of  the  year,  and 
the  teachers,  in  all  cases,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  are  competent  and 
faithful.  I  have  visited  each  of  the  schools  once  a  quarter,  and  in 
company  with  one  of  the  trustees  when  I  have  been  able  to  secure 
such  company. 

I  still  regret  a  want  of  interest  on  the  subject  of  education  among 
the  mass  ot  the  people,  and  we  find  among  us  still  the  evils  unavoida- 
bly incident  to  the  free  school  system.  In  many  cases  what  costs 
nothing  is  lightly  prized.  So  far  as  I  can  see  and  learn,  however,  the 
community  are  rising  in  education  and  intelligence. 

JAMES  F.  ^BREWSTER, 

Toion  Superintendent. 


HANOVER. 

My  term  of  office  began  in  April  last,  and  my  report  covers  only 
the  period  since  that  date.  I  have  visited  schools  beyond  my  official 
obligation,  and  find  in  all  something  to  praise — in  all  something  to 
censure.  Within  the  year  past  several  school  buildings  have  been 
repaired  or  repainted,  or  both,  and  there  is  a  growing  regard  for  those 
propensities  (in  arrangements  within  and  out  of  doors),  which  should 
attach  to  all  human  belongings  ;  still  the  majority  of  our  schools  are 
far  from  reflecting  much  credit  on  the  taste  or  liberality  of  patrons. 

Onr  teachers  have  generally  acquitted  themselves  well.  The  chief 
defect  here  is  a  lack  of  culture.  Teachers  are  not  far  enough  in  ad- 
vance of  pupils  to  give  that  enthusiasm  and  thoroughness  which  other- 
wise might  be  im2:>arted.  This  defect  makes  teaching  laborious,  and 
learning  drudgery.  The  remedy  for  these  evils  I  leave  for  wiser  heads 
to  propose.  Parents  do  not  pay  for  much,  nor  do  they  expect  much, 
and  we  have  here  a  result  too  common  throughout  the  land  ;  plodding 
children — for  whom  nature  has  done  more  than  enough — still  in  the 
rudiments  at  eighteen,  after,  perhaps,  ten  or  twelve  years  of  what  is 
called  study. 

LEWIS  THOMPSON, 

Town  Superintendent. 


MORRIS. 

During  the  year  embraced  in  the  accompanying  report,  circum- 
stances of  a  local  character  have  very  much  embarrassed  our  public 
schools,  and  subjected  the  teachers  of  them  to  great  inconvenience. 

A  system  of  reporting  has  been  adopted  among  us,  which  brings 
before  me,  in  a  reliable  form,  the  school  work  of  the  year,  as  condensed 
from  the  daily  records.  I  have  been  very  much  aided  in  this  part  of 
my  duty  by  the  fidelity  of  the  teachers.     During  the  last  two  years,  I 
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have  failcifl  in  (Mily  ono  irmtancc  of  receiving  the  proper  report,  and  in 
that  cjiHu  the  scliool-ljouae  was  burnod,  and  the  records  probably  per- 
ielied  witli  it. 

The  dcsiru  for  free  schools  is  almost  universal.  There  is  a  pjrcat 
and  an  [iiwireasin^  indisposition  to  raise  money  in  the  districts  for 
school  ])urp(»fics;  so  that  in  many  cases  the  alternative  of  susjjcndin^ 
the  school  is  prcfciTCid  to  taxation,  and  in  all  our  districts  many  will 
withdraw  their  children  i'rom  school,  rather  than  to  itay  a  moderate 
tuition  hill,  tlnis  dcvcdvin^  ni)on  an  enlightened  and  liberal  few,  a 
burden  which  they  are  unable  to  bear. 

The  same  ])cnny-wise  and  pound-foolish  policy  is  manifested  in 
another  way.  I  refer  to  the  reluctance  felt  by  many  parents  to  pro- 
cure books  ai)S()lntely  necessary  for  theimprovement  of  their  children. 
The  con8C(iuence  is,  the  mind,  instead  of  being  expanded  i)y  disci- 
pline, is  cranij)e(l  and  dwarfed  i»y  tlie  narrow  tread-mill  limits  in 
which  it  is  compelled  to  move.  The  doctrine  of  one  of  the  legislative 
solons  of  our  county  is  practically  the  doctrine  of  multitudes,  viz: — 
that  "a  knowledge  of  the  three  li's,  '  reading,  riting  and  rithmetic,' 
was  learning  enough  for  anybody." 

It  would  be  unjust  to  deny  that  our  people  do,  in  some  respects, 
exhibit  a  ]iraisewc»rthy  interest  in  regard  to  education.  Our  township 
approjiriations  arc  liberal  ;  we  have  a  number  of  excellent  teachers, 
who  are  liberally  paid.  The  demand  for  good  teachers  is  increasing, 
and  I  think  a  more  just  apj>rcciation  of  the  bcnetits  of  education  is 

f  rowing  up.  J>ut  with  all  that  is  done,  it  is  still  painful  to  reflect 
ow  much  is  left  undone — how  far  the  present  state  of  things  comes 
short  of  accomplishing  all  that  ought  to  be  done  in  the  business  of 
education.  It  will  indeed  be  a  happy  period  when  the  school  shall 
be  the  pride  and  ornament  of  every  community — when  they  shall  no 
longer  be  the  same  weather-l)eatcn  school-houses,  with  their  desolate 
surroundings,  destitute  of  all  that  can  charm  the  eye  or  gratify  the 
taste,  and  made  dreary  within  by  the  absence  of  suitable  furniture 
and  apparatus,  and  all  those  arrangements  for  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence which  render  the  school-room  cheerful  and  attractive.  May 
that  time  soon  come. 

HERMAN  MEAD, 

Town  Superintendent. 


ROCKAWAY. 

The  report  which  you  receive  from  me  is  carefully  compiled  from 
registers  which  are  kept  in  our  schools,  and  which  are  the  property 
of  the  schools.  With  one  exception,  our  teachers  have  been  faithful 
in  keeping  the  registers.  The  exception  is  not  guessed  at  in  the 
report,  which  includes  only  the  facts  as  recorded  daily. 

In  examining  the  schools,  the  registers  and  the  annual  reports  of 
the  several  districts  for  the  last  year,  I  am  gratified  to  find  tlie  year 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  which  has  fallen  under  my  notice.  Oar 
schools  would  not  bear  a  favorable  comparison  with  the  Model  School 
at  Trenton  or  the  Iligh  School  at  Newark,  yet  they  are  good  schools 
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lor  our  purposes.  I  wish  we  bad  better  schools,  but  am  certain  that 
our  teachers  arc  doing  a  great  work  for  the  cliikh-en  of  this  township. 
My  wonder  is  not  that  they  do  no  better,  but  that  they  do  as  well  as 
they  do.  For,  in  the  first  place,  some  of  them  are  expected  in  six 
hours  to  teach  classes  which  range  from  A,  B,  C  to  algebra.  In  the 
next  place,  most  of  them  have  no  great  conveniences  for  teaching ; 
several  of  the  schoolrooms  are  too  small,  some  of  them  are  very  badly 
arranged,  and  some  either  have  no  blackboards  or  very  poor  ones. 
And,  then,  all  of  them  have  to  contend  more  or  less  with  irregularities 
in  the  attendance  of  their  scholars,  and  the  w^ant  of  uniformity  in 
books,  or  the  entire  lack  of  books  by  some  of  their  pupils.  Under  all 
the  circumstances,  our  teachers  as  a  general  thing  have  done  well. 

Our  people  have  constantly,  and  by  heavy  majorities,  voted  to  raise 
such  a  sum  of  money  as  very  nearly  makes  our  schools  free.  With 
small  exception — and  this  only  temporary,  I  hope — our  schools  are 
free,  and  the  increased  attendance  on  them  proves  that  the  plan  is 
working  well. 

We  have  twelve  schools  in  eleven  whole  districts.  The  several  frac- 
tional districts  are  included  in  other  towns,  and  therefore  are  not  re- 
ported by  me.  These  twelve  schools  have  been  open  on  an  average 
ten  months,  allowing  at  the  rate  of  six  weeks  a  year  for  vacations. 
The  number  of  d&ja  taught  in  them  during  the  year  was  2,340.  The 
expense  of  this  labor,  including  all  the  actual  expenses  of  the  school, 
has  been  about  one  dollar  and  thirty-five  cents  a  day. 

One  thousand  and  fifty  scholars,  out  of  1,208  in  the  town,  have 
been  taught  more  or  less  in  our  schools  at  a  cost  to  the  town  and  state 
of  about  three  dollars  each.  These  1,050  children  have  attended  the 
schools  about  81,000  days  in  the  aggregate,  so  that  it  has  cost  the  town 
and  state  three  and  three  quarter  cents  a  day  to  keep  a  scholar  in 
school.  For  a  cost  of  only  about  three  dollars  we  give  a  scholar  a 
year's  instruction,  including  1,410  hours  of  solid  time  in  the  school- 
room. 

This  is  truly  a  great  achievement  at  very  little  cost.  Our  schools 
are  our  cljcapest  institution.  Our  people  appreciate  them  more  highly 
every  year,  and  they  have  reason,  for  in  all  of  them  the  rudiments  of 
education  are  well  taught,  and  in  some  of  them  with  great  thorough- 
ness. Our  schools  have  obtained  such  a  hold  on  popular  esteem  that 
it  will  be  very  hard  to  vote  them  away  from  a  point  which  they  have 
so  nearly  reached,  that  is,  a  point  indicated  by  the  little  word  free. 

JOSEPH  F.  TUTTLE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


ROXBURY. 

In  transmitting  my  third  annual  report,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that, 
with  one  exception,  no  teaclier  has  given  me  a  full  report  of  the  school 
under  his  charge,  and  as  I  find  so  little  time  to  leave  my  occupation 
for  that  purpose,  I  can  give  you  only  an  a])proximation  to  the  real 
state  of  affairs  ;  but  it  is  as  nearly  correct  as  1  can  furnish  it,  without 
the  teachers  can  be  bound  by  law  to  furnish  more  correct  reports. 
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Wo  aro  often  Rupplicd  witli  teachers  UHiially  from  a  difltanco ;  Bome 
of  tli(!iii  Ikmii^  sii|)(;nimm:it(!fl  doctors,  lawyers,  or  men  wlio  aro  urjfit 
for  other  employmcntri,  or  jx-rliaps  Borncyoim^Heion  wliolian  cyplierwl 
to  the  rule  oi"  tlinjo,  and,  hcitifj^  out  of  a  winter  job,  U  willing  to  hold 
forth  for  a  dollar  a  day  to  illuminate  the  mental  underBtandin^. 

This  last  clasrt  of  teacherK  heiii^  of  this  natun;  are  BcUhjm  BCcn 
afterwards,  nor  are  their  laliorH  in  the  sehool-room  more  ap])arcnt. 

Trust(!eH  are  Rometimcs  choRon  as  follows :  On  tlu;  eve  oi'  election 
four  or  five  of  the  nearest  neij^hors  att(!nd,  and  Home  four  or  five  young 
men  will  enter,  and,  by  their  votes,  control  the  election,  and  elect 
whom  they  please,  and  the  man  who  is  a  favorite  will  p;et  it,  regard- 
less of  his  qualifications,  or  wiicther  lie  will  interest  himself  in  the 
schools  or  not.  Other  elections  oc?(;ur  where  only  one  or  two  attend, 
and  tliey  run  in  whoever  will  serve. 

If  a  man  hud  the  power  of  Hercules,  he  would  crush  the  hydra- 
hoadt^d  monstei'  with  his  utmost  power,  satisfied,  like  Sampson,  if  he 
could  die  with  his  enemies. 

We  hope  there  will  bo  means  adopted  to  reach  and  arouse  those 
who  are  so  c^rossly  netjjli^ent  of  the  welfare  of  their  children  as  to 
nopjlect  to  send  them  to  school,  even  though  they  are  educated  with- 
out expense.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the  <^rcat  object  of  school 
system  be  accom])lished,  and  the  dark  pall  of  if^norancc  cease  to  over- 
shadow so  many  immortal  minds  in  our  midst.  We  hope  for  a  good 
time  coming  when  light  for  the  mind  shall  be  as  free  as  light  to  the 
senses,  and  that  the  present  legislature  may  hasten  the  day  when  we 
shall  have  free  schools  and  nothing  less. 

S.  D.  BUDD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WASHINGTON. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annual  report,  and,  I 
would  say,  that  you  may  rely  upon  it  as  correct.  Since  my  last  re- 
port there  have  been  changes  made  in  this  township,  which,  I  am 
proud  to  say,  sj)eak  in  language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  that  there 
is  an  awakening  with  regard  to  the  education  of  the  rising  generation. 
In  one  of  the  districts  wo  have  built  a  new  school-house,*  which,  1 
think,  will  compare  well  with  any  in  the  country.  Others  have  been 
re}>aired  and  furnished  anew.  And  all  have  been  supplied  with  good, 
honest,  whole-souled  teachers — teachers  who  labor  not  so  much  for 
pecuniary  reward,  as  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  precious  immortal 
minds  placed  under  their  charge.  We  have  had  several  teachers  from 
the  State  Normal  School,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  they  reflect 
great  credit  upon  that  institution  ;  and  my  earnest  desire  is,  that  we 
may  soon  have  a  full  supply  of  those  ''  teachers  tau£:ht." 

TIIEO.  NAUGltKIGIIT, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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OCEAN  COUNTY. 

BRICK. 

There  is  nothing  of  special  interest  to  communicate  in  rchition  to 
the  schools  of  the  township  of  Brick.  We  have  no  changes  for  the 
better  to  note.  We  liave  seven  districts  and  two  parts  of  districts. 
A  want  of  good  school-lionses  in  several  of  the  districts  operates  much 
against  schools. 

Our  financial  affairs  are  not  managed  to  the  best  advantage,  which 
is  another  serious  obstacle.  There  remains  due  the  schools  from  the 
township,  for  18G0,  about  $100,  and  for  18(51  about  $200.  The  amount 
ordered  for  schools  at  town  meeting,  March  last,  was  $600.  The 
amount  of  state  fund  and  surplus  revenue  is  $338  16.  Not  having 
received  rtwy  report  from  teachers,  we  are  unable  to  render  any  accu- 
rate returns.  ^ 

W.  F.  BROWN, 
Town  S^ipenntendent. 


JACKSON. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  make  a  report  to  you  on  the  condition  of  our 
schools  in  the  township  of  Jackson.  Our  schools  are  not  in  as  good 
condition  as  we  would  like  to  see  them.  Out  of  the  twelve  districts 
nine  school-houses  are  frame,  and  in  middling  good  order  ;  six  schools 
are  young,  and  in  a  very  good  condition.  The  teachers  appear  to 
manifest  quite  an  interest  in  this  school.  The  people  generally  show 
quite  an  interest  in  educating  the  children. 

On  accouTit  of  money  matters  our  schools  have  been  at  rather  a 
low  ebb,  but  are  beginning  to  revive  again,  and  their  propects  are  very 
fair  for  this  winter. 

I  hope  that  you  will  take  it  for  granted  that  our  schools  are  in 
middling  good  condition  at  present. 

I  would  like  to  say  that  the  committees  of  our  township  take  the 
law  in  their  own  hands  concerning  the  school  money,  using  it  for 
other  purposes,  and  not  paying  it  back  again.  Please  look  into  this 
matter  when  you  make  your  report  to  the  legislature. 

IlENRYMALSBURy, 


Town  Superintendent. 


PLUMSTEAD. 


It  devolves  upon  me,  as  town  superintendent,  to  give  you  a  general 
idea  of  the  schools  in  my  township,  and  I  design  to  be  as  brief  and 
pointed  as  possible.  First,  then,  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  the 
people  in  this  locality,  generally  speaking,  during  the  time  that  I  have 
neld  the  ofiice  of  town  superintendent,  have  manifested  much  interest 
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in  the  suhjoct  of  hcIiooIh;  uri<i,  lur  tlio  tiino  hcinj^,  th(!  cauBC  of  e<Juca- 
tion  IB  (juifd  cxtcinHivcly  pro^rcHniu^;  and  will,  witludit  u  hluidow  of 
donbt,  if  properly  oared  for,  in  tliiH  Hcetion  of  coutitry,  wiicr*;  its  efli- 
oacy  and  power  have  lon^;  boon  needed,  stronj^Iy  develop  it«elf  nf>on 
the  tniridft  of  the  young  and  rininp  p(!neration.  Second,  The  school* 
have  l)ceM  kejtt  in  scHsioii  for  neuriv  an  average!  of  hix  months  during 
the  year;  we  liavo  in  th(;  towfirtliij*  ei^ht  disfrict  Heliools,  an<l  three 
out  of  that  nnmher  are  continued  ojten  I'roin  nine  to  ten  months  ;  the 
otlier  live,  t'roni  the  fact  tliat  their  nuniher  ot  children  in  tlio  districts 
is  smaller,  and  that  eauninf^  their  apportionment  out  of  tlie  sdiool  fund 
to  he  less,  and  insullicient  to  pay  for  tuition,  are  therefore  obliged  to 
vacate  for  a  length  of  time.  I  would  very  mueli  like  to  sec  the  time 
come  when  the  Legislature  of  our  state  would  give  us  an  additional 
ai)pro])riatioT)  Hullicient  to  kccj)  our  s<;hoolrt  entirely  free  for  the  whole 
year;  I  would  ask  this,  fr(»m  the  simple  fact,  that  in  many  sections  of 
our  state  the  patrons  of  our  schools  are  composed  of  thei)Oorer  classes, 
and  therefore  are  unahle  to  contribute  their  money  to  the  support  of 
the  education  of  their  cliildrcn,  and,  consequently,  are  dependent  npon 
free  schools  for  their  education  ;  or,  otherwise,  they  arc  left  destitute 
of  that  which  (jualiiies  them  to  be  useful  in  society.  Third,  Our 
teachers  during  this  year  have  all  been  natives  of  our  own  state,  and 
well  qualitied  for  their  positions,  manifesting  great  interest  in  the 
work  by  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  to  their  pupils,  as  it  has 
been  very  evidently  discovered  by  the  advancement  they  have  made 
generally.  I  have  made  it  a  point  of  duty  to  visit  each  school  once  in 
each  fiuarter,  and  some,  where  I  was  inclined  to  believe  necessity  de- 
manded it,  I  have  visited  oftener  ;  I  have  labored  to  secure  everything 
which  I  thought  would  bo  of  advantage  to  the  schools;  advised  and 
consulted  with  the  teachers  ;  addressed  and  encouraged  the  children  ; 
urged  upon  them  the  imjiortaiK'c  of  striving  to  develop  their  minds, 
and  become  educated  men  and  women,  assuring  them,  that  in  order 
to  do  so,  they  must  apply  themselves  to  useful  studies.  We  have  in 
the  village  of  New  Egypt  a  select  school,  which  is  very  much  esteem- 
ed by  the  citizens  of  the  village  and  surrounding  vicinity.  I  regret 
that  town  superintendents  generally,  in  other  townships  of  our  coun- 
ty, as  I  am  apprisedjof  the  fact,  have  not  been  more  engaged  in  the 
work  of  education  ;  and  thereby  discharge  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
them  in  furnishing  reports,  and  all  other  necessary  information  re- 
quired at  their  hands  relative  to  schools. 

MILLER  W.  REYNOLDS, 

Toicn  Superintendent. 


UNION. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  an  imperfect  statement  of  the  doings  of  our 
schools  in  this  township.  I  have  nothing  new  to  say  in  the  matter, 
as  we  are  moving  on  in  the  old  way  of  inditference  with  employers 
and  district  trustees,  on  whom  I  consider  nearly  the  whole  responsi- 
bility rests  as  to  the  prosperity  of  our  public  schools.  The  teachers, 
I  think,  have  been  qualined  for  their  duties,  and  have  mostly  given 
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Batisfaction,  and  wonkl  no  doubt,  liave  done  better  if  they  had  receiv- 
ed proper  countenance  and  support  from  the  persons  above  named. 
There  seems  to  be  ahnost  an  impossibility  in  jnrotting  teachers  to  make 
full  returns  without  the  superintendent  spending  more  time  than  the 
public  are  disposed  to  compensate  him  for,  and  I  have,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, done  the  best  I  could. 

JAMES  EDWARDS, 

Town  Suj)erintendent. 


PASSAIC  COUNTY. 


ACQUACKANONK. 


In  the  absence  of  the  reports  of  the  teachers,  I  have  filled  the  blanks 
from  such  facts  as  I  have  obtained  when  visiting  the  schools.  I  regret 
it  is  not  more  perfect.  With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  of  our  school- 
houses,  they  are  very  comfortable  :  some  are  new  and  others  have  been 
repaired.  Our  teachers  are  all  well  qualified  for  their  duties,  being 
both  moral  and  well  educated  ;  the  schools  are  in  far  better  condition 
than  formerly.  There  is  a  deeper  interest  lelt  in  the  township  for 
the  improvement  of  the  schools  and  the  instruction  of  youth,  as  well 
as  to  their  moral  character  as  to  their  education.  I  should  like 
to  see  parents,  as  well  as  trustees,  visit  the  schools  more  frequently. 
Such  a  course  would  encourage  the  children  as  well  as  the  teachers. 
It  would  strengthen  some  of  our  weaker  schools,  could  two  of  the 
districts  be  united,  but  the  wide-spread  territory  they  embrace  forbids 
it,  especially  in  winter  season,  for  small  children,  at  which  time  the 
schools  are  best  attended.  There  is  but  one  district  that  has  closed 
its  school  for  the  present,  and  that  depends  almost  upon  the  manufac- 
turing interest,  which  is  doing  too  little  to  maintain  it ;  the  other 
schools  all  go  on  steadily. 

CORNS.  G.  VAN  RIPER, 

Town  Super i7itendent. 


MANCHESTER. 

It  is  but  little  I  can  say  in  regard  to  the  schools  of  our  township, 
except  that  I  think  the  teachers  are  fully  as  well  qualified  as  those  of 
last  year  to  bring  the  children  forward.  I  notice  hearty  attempts  at 
making  the  children  realize  the  importance  of  their  studies  as  well  as 
of  improving  their  capacities,  but  the  parents  and  trustees  hardly  do 
enough  to  back  the  teachers  in  their  endeavors  to  make  the  children 
understand  the  importance  of  being  thorough  in  whatever  they  learn. 
Showy  surface  work  is  what  many  want  and  too  many  get. 

DONALD  ALEXANDER, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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TATKIWON. 

In  complianco  with  llio  provisions  of  the  law  relative  to  the  public 
Bchools  of  tlio  city  of  Patorrion,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
roj)ort : 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  marked  interest  to  the  friends  of  pop- 
ular education.  Owiiif^  to  the  cxtrattrdinary  ])(>liti(;al  agitation  of 
our  national  allairn,  produciri}^  a  cornmcrcial  ami  niariufaf^turing  crisis 
throui^liout  our  country,  and  the  alinoHt  total  doproshion  of  every 
branch  ot"  industrial  pursuit,  tlio  corporate  authorities  of  our  city  were 
led  to  coucliule  that  it  woidd  Ijc  impossible  to  collect  the  taxes  out  of 
which  our  ])ublic  scliools  were  to  be  sustained,  and  they  recommended 
to  our  ])oard  of  education  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  public 
schools,  for  one  (|uartcr  at  least.  This  act  called  forth  a  public  ex- 
pression of  tiu'  appreciation  of  the  vast  advantages  of  our  public 
school  instructi(»n  to  some  four  thousand  children  in  our  city.  The 
almost  universal  cry  was,  do  iu)t  close  the  public  schools.  Our  board 
of  education  came  to  the  conclusion  to  cut  oti*  all  expenses  not  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  continue  the  schools  in  operation.  The  teachers 
themselves  nobly  stepped  forward  at  this  critical  period,  and  offered 
to  sustain  the  public  schools  at  any  reasonable  sacrifice  on  their  part, 
and  cheerfully  submitted,  subsequently,  to  such  sacrifices  as  tlie  board 
required. 

Our  schools  are  all  in  a  prosperous  condition  ;  the  interest  mani- 
fested by  the  board  of  education  and  teachers  to  advance  the  public 
instruction  in  this  time  of  our  country's  peril,  has  aroused  the  dor- 
mant feelings  of  the  community  at  large,  as  was  manifested  by  the 
large  attendance  upon  the  exercises  of  our  teachers'  institute,  which 
has  just  closed  its  session.  All  the  informati(.>n  I  am  required  to  give 
in  reference  to  the  schools  and  scholars,  attendance,  &c,  will  be  found 
in  the  accompanying  answers  to  your  queries. 

AVlLLIiUr  SWINBURNE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


POMPTON. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  three  of  the  districts  of  our 
township  scliool  has  been  in  operation  the  whole  year;  and  in  the 
other  four  tliey  have  had  school  three  terms  each. 

It  is  a  gratifying  fact,  too,  that  the  amount  of  tax  raised,  with  what 
is  received  from  the  state,  has  made  schools  free  in  five  of  our  districts, 
and  nearly  so  in  the  other  two. 

The  schools  generally  have  been  well  conducted,  and  the  scholars 
have  made  improvement.  But  there  is  great  reas<m  to  deplore  the 
fact  that  so  small  a  proportion  of  the  children  are  daily  in  onr  schools. 
For  the  irregularity  in  attendance,  parents  are  evidently  to  blame; 
and  they  certainly  are  doing  their  children  a  great  injury. 

Two  teachers  are  now  at  work  in  our  township  who  were  taught  at 
our  State  Normal  school,  and  they  are  doing  well. 

No  change  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  condition  of  our 
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school -houses,  though  in  some  of  the  districts  the  iuternal  arrange- 
ments greatly  need  improvement. 

JAS.  E.  BERNAKT, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WAYNE. 


In  compliance  with  the  request  in  your  circular,  I  annex  a  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  our  township  with  regard  to 
their  efficiency. 

They  are  conducted  in  part  by  teachers  who  manifest  a  zeal  in  the 
cause  of  education  creditable  to  themselves,  and  promotive  of  the  best 
interests  of  society.  There  is,  therefore,  a  manifest  improvement  of 
the  scholars ;  yet  our  schools  do  not  receive  the  encouragement  from 
the  people  of  the  township,  and  particularly  from  the  state,  that  they 
should.  True,  the  people  of  our  township  have  provided  convenient 
and  substantial  school -houses,  much  to  their  credit ;  but  there  are 
those  in  our  community,  as  in  all  others,  who  cannot  avail  themselves 
of  those  advantages  for  the  want  of  means  ;  consequent)}',  the  chil- 
dren are  deprived  of  the  inestimable  privilege  of  obtaining  a  proper 
education.  Were  the  state  to  take  measures  for  raisin^  a  fund  suffi- 
cient to  make  our  schools  accessible  to  all  classes,  witnout  charge,  it 
would  be  placing  us  upon  an  equality  with  some  of  our  sister  states, 
and  be  a  happy  state  of  things  for  the  commonwealth  of  New  Jersey. 
I  recommend  such  a  measure. 

GEO.  G.  RYERSON, 

Town  Swperintendent. 


WEST    MILFORD. 

Enclosed  1  return  your  series  No.  2  of  questions,  with  answers  an- 
nexed, which  are  as  near  correct  as  they  can  be  obtained  at  present. 
Owing  to  the  frequent  changing  of  teachers — the  same  teacher  seldom 
remaining  in  the  same  district  throughout  the  year — it  is  impossible 
to  obtain  a  more  accurate  one. 

The  condition  of  the  schools  in  this  township  has  not  materially 
changed  since  my  last  report.  Some  of  the  districts  manifest  consid- 
erable interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  while  others,  I  regret  to  say, 
do  not  show  as  much  interest  as  could  be  desired ;  yet  there  is  a 
marked  improvement  when  contrasted  with  what  they  were  some 
years  since,  enough  to  warrant  us  in  saying  that  we  are  making  sub- 
tantial  progress.  "We  liave  completed  one  new  school-house  the  past 
year,  and  most  of  our  school-houses  are  quite  comfortable  ;  and,  all 
things  considered,  I  think  the  cause  of  education  is  moving  on  i,n  the 
right  direction. 


HORACE  LARGE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


KKI'OKT    OK    bCJUMd,    blil'littlNlhNDfcM, 


SUSSEX  COUNTY 


liYKAM. 


Ilcrcwitli  I  Bond  you  the  report  required  by  law  as  to  the  condition 
and  operation  of  tlic  schoolfl  in  this  townehij)  for  the  j)a«t  year. 

In  iniikiiif^  up  these  Btatitttics,  I  have  approached  afl  near  correct- 
ness as  the  imperfect  character  of  the  reports  from  teachers  and  trus- 
tees will  allow.  As  I  stilted  in  my  last  annual  report,  I  still  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  law  sliould  be  so  amended  as  to  ^ive  supcrintendenta 
authority  to  refuse  the  payment  of  teachers  until  they  make  their 
monthly  reports  of  attendance,  in  writing,  to  the  town  superinten- 
dent. 

The  schools  in  this  township  arc  generally  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion, and  the  interest  manifested  by  the  people,  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, is  a  gratifying  one.  We  have  but  one  school  in  our  township 
that  is  kei)t  oj)en  the  whole  year  (the  school  at  Stanhope),  and  this  is 
done  by  extra  contributions  on  the  part  of  its  ])atrons,  over  and  above 
the  amount  of  public  money  apportioned  to  its  support;  the  other 
districts  generally  divide  their  funds  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  them 
school  for  part  of  the  summer  and  part  of  the  winter,  but  raise  no 
money  beyond  their  portions  of  the  public  funds  ;  hence  their  schools 
are  closed  for  part  of  the  year,  as  the  public  fund  is  njt  sufficient  to 
ensure  a  whole  year's  teaching. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  for  the  use  of  schools  in  this  township 
for  18^)1,  is  $964  14,  derived  from  the  following  sources  :  township 
school  tax,  $650 ;  state  school  fund,  $231  92 ;  interest  on  surplus 
revenue,  $S2  22 ;  whole  amount,  $964  14. 

We  have  no  county  examiners  in  this  county,  and  all  teachers  in 
this  township  are  licensed  by  myself  and  the  district  trustees,  as  re- 
quii'ed  by  law. 

E.  A.  REEDER, 

Town  Superintendent. 


ORE£N£. 


Imperfect  statistics,  respecting  the  public  schools  of  this  township, 
may  be  found  in  your  excellent  series  of  questions  duly  sent  me  by 
you.  The  assistance  thus  atiorded  the  township  superintendents,  in 
compiling  the  required  information,  is  invaluable.  But  one  of  the 
schools  of  our  township  is  supplied  with  suitable  blank  forms,  for 
keeping  required  registers,  and  they  are  furnished  by  the  teacher 
thereof.  The  statistical  information  possible  for  the  superintendents 
to  furnish  must,  therefore,  be  very  incomplete.  The  greater  number 
of  the  teachers  in  Now  Jersey  of  the  present  day  are  employed  by  the 
month  or  year,  at  very  low  salaries,  and  may  very  naturally  feel  that, 
while  it  adds  to  their  labor,  it  adds  nothing  to  their  pockets,  to  keep 
the  required  registers — with  which  requirement,  too,  I  have  good 
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reason  to  believe,  there  are  many  teachers,  as  well  as  parents,  very 
imperfectly  acquainted.  Could  proper  blanks  be  furnished  them,  the 
necessary  labor  Avould  be  much  diminished,  and  the  work,  in  my 
opinion,  much  more  thorcmghly  and  satisfactorily  performed.  At  the 
annual  township  meetin<;s,  a  snniU  appropriation  could  be  made  by 
each  township,  and  the  superintendent  thereof  authorized  to  have 
printed  the  required  blanks,  and  thus  they  could  be  furnished  to  each 
school.  Tliis  course  I  would  recommend  to  each  township,  and  that 
they  use  all  pains  to  select  their  most  competent  men  for  superintend- 
ents of  their  schools ;  and  then  that  they  make  a  suitable  appropria- 
tion, in  addition  to  that  provided  by  statute,  to  recompense  them  for 
a  faithful  discharge  of  their  vitally  important  duties.  Let  me  here, 
also,  recommend  tnat  one  or  more  of  the  valuable  reports  of  the  state 
superintendent  be  furnished  to,  at  least,  each  school  in  a  township.  J[ 
feel  assured  that  a  most  important  service  would  thus  be  rendered  to 
the  cause  of  popular  education  throughout  the  state.  But  too  often, 
indeed,  are  both  school  ofhcers  and  teachers  found  almost  totally 
ignorant  of  the  law,  and  without  any  convenient  access  thereto,  pre- 
scribing their  responsible  duties.  How,  then,  can  we  reasonably  ex- 
pect that  the  duties  of  either,  much  less  those  of  the  people,  whose 
servants  they  are,  will  be  efficiently  performed  ?  A  superintendent 
but  seldom  can  secure  a  full  audience  of  the  patrons  of  a  school,  and 
in  case  he  could,  supposing  him  to  be  an  intelligent,  but  poor  man,  with 
a  family  to  support,  at  a  compensation  of  a  dollar  a  day,  when,  perhaps, 
at  his  own  legitimate  business  he  could  earn  two  or  three,  would  not 
always  feel  called  upon  to  read  and  digest  very  copious  extracts  of  the 
school  law,  unless  more  patriotic  and  philanthropic  than  the  large  bulk 
of  mankind.  How  often,  too,  do  we  find  our  most  capable  men,  declin- 
ing an  acceptance  of  the  office  of  township  su])erintendent — the 
election  of  utterly  incompetent  persons,  and  the  consequent  saddening 
results,  everywhere  visible,  in  the  supervision  of  the  public  schools. 
What  work  or  enterprise  ever  yet  prospered  without  an  intelligent 
and  energetic  supervision  ?  And  shall  we  longer  continue  to  expect 
impossibilities  ?  The  age  of  miracles  is  passed.  All  credit  be  given 
for  what  has  been  and  is  still  doing,  to  advance  the  great  interests  of 
popular  education  by  state  legislation.  But  the  root  of  the  evil  must 
be  reached — the  imtsse^i  of  the  people  must  le  aroused  to  the  work,  by 
means  of  mu^'e  direct  and  awakening  influence.  It  is  then,  and  then 
alone,  in  my  opinion,  that  they  will  act  in  earnest.  It  is  quite  im- 
possible for  the  state  superintendent  to  visit  every  towmship  even, 
much  less,  every  district  in  the  state.  This  can  only  be  done  by  more 
intelligent  and  efficient  township  supervision,  or,  as  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  by  county  superintendents,  which  latter  plan  possesses 
many  claims  for  consideration  over  that  of  the  former.  The  time  of 
the  county  superintendent  would  be  given  to  the  work,  and  after 
spending  the  day  in  the  school,  he  could  call  together  and  meet  the 
parents  and  friends  of  the  school,  in  the  evening,  pressing  upon  their 
attention  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  school. 

With  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  this  township,  I  feel 
justified  in  stating,  that  there  is  an  increased  interest  felt  throughout 
the  township.     They  are  supplied  with  competent,   and,  I  believe, 
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flucccBHful  toHchcrH,  uil  of  whom  hiivc  lia<l  confiidoraljlo  cxfKjriencc  in 
teaching,  and  ono  with  the  HyHtoin  (»f  normal  H(;ho«»l  drillinjj^. 

Of  tho  livo  Hchool-houflcB  in  the  townHhip,  three  arc  in  c<K»d  repair, 
but  not  hir^o  enough  ;  one,  hu  that  it  can  he  UHe<l,  and  therefore  is; 
and  the  fifth  wholly  unlit,  and,  conprqucntlv,  no  Hchool  i»  taught  in 
the  diHtri(!t;  and  the  Hclnxd  in  the  adjoining;  dirttrict,  too  iar^e.  I 
tliink  oiu!  or  more  gocul  huildinj^H,  for  hcIiooI  j»urj)OH«-H,  will  l>c  put  up 
tho  i)r(iflent  year.  We  iiave  aluo  one  Hchool  in  whieli  the  lan^agcfl 
and  ni'^her  hranches  of  mathematics  arc  taught, 

E.  M.  wiiitp:, 

7 own  Super inteiident. 


HARDYSTON. 


Owin;^  to  the  faet  tiiat  1  have  been  unable  to  procure  tcaclicrs'  reporta 
from  all  the  districts,  I  have  been  oblij^ed  to  make  estimates  in  Hcveral 
cases  based  upon  my  own  notes  and  observations.  Therefore  the  sta- 
tistics furnished  may  not  be  in  every  respect  absolutely  correct.  I 
have  acted  on  the  presumption,  however,  that  a  complete  compilation, 
though  somewhat  imperfect,  would  be  more  serviceable  to  you  than 
ono  comprising  only  a  part  of  the  rccpiisitc  matter,  even  though  it 
were  otherwise  perfect.  School  registers  have  been  quite  unknown  to 
our  public  schools  until  the  present  year,  and  teachers'  reports  are  an 
actual  novelty  ;  but  both  are  absolutely  indispensable.  From  the 
data  at  hand  it  appears  that  there  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
scholars  of  school  age,  notwithstanding  which  there  has  been  an  in- 
creased attendance  at  school.  In  many  respects  there  has  been  an  evi- 
dent improvement  in  the  public  schools  of  this  township  during  the  past 
year.  The  greatest  difficulty  experienced  is  to  obtain  teachers  of  saf- 
Hcient  ability  and  experience  for  our  smaller  schools,  where  the  public 
fund  is  necessarilv  limited.  I  humbly  suggest  that,  if  those  parts  of 
our  school  law  relating  to  the  qualifications  of  teachers,  and  the  duties 
of  examiners  and  su|»crintendeTits  were  altered,  so  as  to  require  the 
former  to  possess  certain  specific  qualifications,  and  the  latter  to  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  their  office  under  oath  or  affirmation  faithfully  to 
observe  these  provisions  of  the  law,  the  cause  of  education  would  be 
infinitely  benefitted  thereby  throughout  the  state. 

HORACE  E.  RUDE, 

Town  Sxtperintendent. 


NEWTON. 

There  has  been  but  little  perceptible  change  in  the  condition  of  our 
schools  since  my  last  annual  report.  The  township,  at  its  last  annual 
meeting,  voted  to  raise  $2  50  per  scholar,  which  is  an  advance  of  fifty 
cents  from  last  year.  Some  of  our  lawyers  denied  the  legality  of  rais- 
ing by  tax  a  larger  sum  than,  with  the  surplus  revenue,  would  amount 
to  $3  per  scholar.  There  seems  to  be  some  ambigriiity  in  the  language 
of  the  statute  upon  this  point,  which  I  hope  vou  will  elucidate  in  your 
10 
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next  report.  I  have  visited  the  several  schools  throuf^hout  the  town- 
ship, more  or  less  frequently,  as  I  thought  necessary,  in  order  to  gain 
correct  information  of  their  condition,  and  as  I  thought  my  visits 
would  he  of  service.  We  have  teacliers  of  nearly  every  grade  of 
qualitications  and  capacity  ;  some,  M'ho,  for  literary  attainments,  tact 
in  the  art  of  instructing,  and  enthusiastic  devotion  to  their  work,  I 
am  satisfied  would  not  suffer  in  comparison  with  any  district  school- 
teachers in  the  state,  while  there  are  others  of  whom  it  would  not  l)e 
safe  to  hoast.  Yet  we  may  congratulate  ourselves  that  this  latter 
class  is  growing  beautifull}'  less  from  year  to  year.  In  some  of  our 
schools  that  have  not  been  so  prosperous  as  they  should  be,  I  am  con- 
fident the  fault  has  been  more  with  the  parents  than  with  the  teachers 
or  scholars.  In  order  that  a  school  should  be  successful,  the  teacher 
Tiixist  have  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  those  for  whom  he  is 
laboring.  Scholars  will  never  confide  in  and  respect  a  teacher  unless 
they  believe  him  to  have  the  respect  and  confidence  of  their  parents  ; 
and  if  a  teacher  is  not  respected  and  loved  by  his  pupils,  he  may  never 
hope  for  success.  If  he  has  no  cZam  upon  their  love  and  esteem,  it 
is  high  time  that  his  labors  as  a  teacher  were  closed,  and  his  attention 
directed  to  some  other  pursuit  for  a  livelihood.  But  if  he  be  a  man 
of  unexceptionable  character,  well  qualified  for,  and  earnestly  devoted 
to  his  work,  the  duty  of  parents  is  plain.  They  should  extend  to  him 
their  hearty  co-operation  and  support,  and  cheer  him  on  his  way  by 
the  assurance  that  his  arduous  labors  are  duly  appreciated  by  them. 
They  should  consult  freely  with  him  upon  the  character  and  disposi- 
tion of  their  children,  and  the  most  salutary  methods  of  influencing 
their  conduct  and  improving  their  minds,  llow  different  is  this  from 
the  cold  and  distrustful  manner  in  which  the  district  teacher  is  re- 
ceived in  most  communities  ?  How  seldom  is  he  encouraged  by 
words  of  kindness,  how  seldom  stimulated  to  higher  endeavor  by  the 
assurance  that  his  labors  are  appreciated  ^  How  often  is  some  slan- 
derous report  respecting  the  teacher  or  school  caught  up  and  made 
the  theme  of  remark  in  some  "sewing  circle,"  or  other  gathering? 
and  how  often  do  parents  and  others  listen  to  the  passioned,  preju- 
diced, and  often  false  statements  of  bad  scholars,  and  sympathize  with 
them  against  the  just  severity  from  which  they  have  snft'ercd ;  de- 
nouncing the  teacher  in  the  presence  of  his  pupils,  and  thus  taking  the 
most  effectual  means  to  destroy  his  authority  ? 

A  great  embarrassment  under  which  our  schools  labor  is  the  miser- 
able and  shameful  condition  of  our  school-houses.  I  have  so  often  re- 
ferred to  this  subject  in  my  reports  that  I  intended  at  this  time  to 
make  no  allusion  to  it.  But  a  sense  of  duty  forbids  my  keeping  silence 
upon  a  subject  that  so  deeply  affects  the  educational  interests  of  the 
township.  The  wretched  condition  of  these  houses  is  the  more  inex- 
cusable from  the  fact  that  they  are  located  in  communities  that  are 
abundantly  able  to  have  tasteful  and  commodious  structures  in  which 
to  educate  their  children.  In  district  N<>.  7,  Newton  village,  with  600 
children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  the  shiretown, 
and  by  far  the  largest  village  in  the  county,  where  every  department 
of  industry  and  useful  enterprise  has  flourished  almost  beyond  prece- 
dent,  there  is   not    a  single  school-house,   which  is   the   property 
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of  tho  district.  Tlio  old  academy,  iwod  for  difltric.t  purpoaoM,  in  a 
niiHerahlt!,  dilapidafcd  Htrtictiirf,  utf(,'rly  incaitahic  of  acoorninodHting 
onc-foiirth  of  tlio  children  of  tin;  diHtri(tt.  Jleiice  wc  arc  obliged  to 
depend  upon  tho  solect  Beh<tol.s  of  the  place,  and  allow  thctn  their  duo 
quota  of  j)ul)li<r  money,  altliouj^h  they  are  in  no  way  Kubjcct  to  tho 
control  or  tiic  district  trustees  or  town  superintendent,  and  aro  not  le- 
gally ontitlcd  to  a  sin<jjle  dollar.  It  is  pasnin;^  htraiif^e  that  in  a 
comtminity  like  this  h\U'.\\  a  state  of  things  should  Ik;  allowed  t^)  CxiBt, 
yet  I  fear  it.  will  coiitinui^  until  the  laboring  men  of  the  district  arc 
BUtiieiently  itultued  with  the  importaiure  o\'  primary  school  education 
to  demand  that  their  children  ishall  he  j)laccd  on  vantage  with  tho 
wealthy  in  the  groat  struggle  in  pursuit  of  honor,  usefulness  and  hap- 
])ine8s ;  that  tho  avenues  to  useful  and  honorahlo  positions  in  life  shall 
not  be  (dosed  to  them  through  any  neglect  of  theirs  to  f(^tcr  tho 
district  school.  And  if  our  wealthy  men  and  th<j.se  who  have  no  chil- 
dren to  educate  have  a  snark  of  patriotism  or  philanthropy,  not  to  saj 
regard  for  their  own  ultimate  interests,  th«;y  will  not  longer  neglect 
the  society  about  them,  but  will  use  their  influence  to  secure  the  erec- 
tion of  such  a  school  building  as  shall  satisfy  tho  educational  demands 
of  the  village. 

An  exceedingly  interesting  and  profitable  session  of  our  teachers' 
institute  was  held  at  Deckertown  in  September  last,  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  Professor  William  F.  Phelps.  The  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  the  location  of  the  institute  being  in  one  of  the  remotest  towns 
in  the  county,  prevented  the  attendance  of  many  who  would  gladly 
have  been  present ;  yet  the  fifty  teachers  that  did  attend,  were  fur- 
nished with  an  intellectual  treat  seldom,  if  ever,  afforded  to  the  teach- 
ers of  this  county.  The  exercises  were  of  the  most  useful  and  practi- 
cal kind,  and  no  teacher  could  have  been  present  without  being  great- 
ly profited  tiieroby.  Prof.  Phelps  was  enthusiasti(^ally  devoted  to  his 
work,  and  his  (dear  and  logical  explanations  of  the  various  subjects 
presented  for  discussion,  elicited  the  hearty  commendation  of  all. 

HENRY  D.  CIIAPIN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


MONTAOUB. 

The  several  schools  within  our  township  are  kcjit  in  good  condition  ; 
the  average  number  of  sclu^lars  taught  in  our  townsliip  is  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five ;  the  schools  have  been  kept  open  six  months ; 
the  amount  of  money  received  by  me  is  one  hundred  dollars ;  the 
money  is  ap^>ortioned  to  the  several  districts,  and  the  apportionments 
paid  to  each  school ;  the  people  take  quite  an  intercut  in  having  their 
children  educated,  and  manifest  nmch  care  in  selectini;  a  teacher. 

JACOB  SIlIMEil,  Jr., 

Town  Superintendent. 
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SANDTSTON. 

The  echools  in  Sandy ston  township  appear  to  be  in  a  thriving  con- 
dition. The  people  have  not  the  spirit  of  education  as  much  as  they 
might.  You  will  see  by  my  report  that  they  did  not  raise  any  money 
by  tax  for  schools  this  year,  and  on  that  account  we  have  not  had 
school  in  some  of  the  districts  the  past  summer  ;  but  at  present  they 
are  all  taken  up,  except  one,  and  the  school-houses  are  in  a  comforta- 
ble condition. 

O.  COSS, 
Toion  Superintendent. 

SPARTA. 

In  rcfjard  to  the  condition  of  the  schools  of  this  township,  I  think  I 
can  safely  say  that  we  are  making  some  progress  in  the  right  direc- 
tion.    And  if  we  take  into  consideration  "  tne  evil  times  upon  which 
we  have  fallen,"  I  think  we  are  doing  well.     Our  teachers,  generally, 
are  interested  in  their  work,  and  considering  the  limited  pay  they  re- 
ceive for  their  services,  are  discharging  their  duty  nobly.     They  are 
all  true  patriots,  I  believe,  and  lovers  of  their  country,  of  their  calling, 
and  of  their  race.     I  think  they  all  go  in  for  a  free  country,  and  free 
schools,  which  they  consider  the  rights  of  the  young.     Our  schools 
have  been  better  attended  during  the  year  that  has  just  closed,  than 
the  one  preceding,  and  been  kept  open  a  longer  period  of  time,  which 
you  will  perceive  by  my  statistics  of  the  township.     Although  the 
schools  have  been  better  attended,  yet  a  large  number  of  the  children 
of  the  township  have  not  been  found  within  the  walls  of  a  school-room 
during  the  entire  year.     A  lamentable  state  of  things,  truly.     If  there 
could  be  some  plan  devised  to  remedy  this  evil,  it  would  be  very  de- 
sirable.    I  think  the  Legislature  might  do  something  which  would 
greatly  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  schools,  and  add  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  state.     There  is  a  growing  desire  in  our  township  for  free  schools. 
Last  spring  an  effort  was  made  to  raise  more  money  for  school  pur- 
poses, but  it  failed.     The  same  amount  was  raised  as  w^as  the  preced- 
ing year.     No  county  examiners  were  appointed  by  the  freeholders 
for  this  county,  and  therefore  the  superintendent  and  trustees  have 
had  to  discharge  the  duties  which  would  have   devolved  upon  them. 
Tliere  have  been  employed  in  the  township  during  the  year  nine  male 
and  seven  female  teachers.     All  have  been  duly  licensed.     The  time 
the  schools  of  the  different  districts  have  been  kept  open  has  varied 
from  five  and  a  half  to  ten  and  a  half  months.     The  average  has  been 
eight  months.     No  particular  change  of  school-books  in  tne  township 
since  last  year. 

MOSES  DELANY, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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WAt.M'ACK. 

In  ohcdioiu'c  t(»  tlio  Btato  law  rcfjuirinptlic  Buperintcndcnt  of  public 
ach(H)l.s  in  oach  towiisliin  to  midcr  a  written  report  to  the  etatc  Bupcr- 
intcndcnt,  I  now  would  respoctrully  l)Of^  leave  to  report  to  you  that  I 
was  duly  elected  to  the  oftiw  of  superintendent  of  public  8chf>olH  of  Wall- 
pack  townsliip  in  April  hint,  but,  in  conKcqncnee  of  rny  predecessor  in 
office  L^ivin;^  mo  no  report  or  information  conccrnin«,' the  condition  of  tho 
flchoolK  in  tliis  townsnij>.  when  he  retired  fromo<Kc(.',  I  am  utterly  un- 
able to  ^ivu  unythinn;  but  an  account  oi'  the  school  under  my  care 
durinfi;  my  own  incumbency.  The  j^cneral  state  of  ])ul)lic  instruction 
in  this  township,  1  rennet  to  state,  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  either  what  it 
oupht  to  bo  or  what  it  mi<j;ht  be  made  to  be.  T  have  been  obliged  to 
notice,  on  the  part  of  parents,  that  they  do  not  feel  willing  to  pay  the 
wages  to  teachers  they  should  pay,  in  order  to  obtain  first-class  teach- 
ers. The  highest  wages  ]>aid  to  teachers  in  this  township  is  fourteen 
dollars  per  numth  and  board  ;  the  lowest  M'ages  is  ten  dollars  and 
board,  averaging  twelve  dollars  i»cr  immth  ;  and  all  the  teachers  now 


under  employ  are  males  (although  I  must  admit  the  teachers  who  have 
been  empl(»ved  since  I  liave  been  in  otHce  liave  been  qualified  to  teach 
in  the  districts  that  they  liave  been  employed  in).  Another  fault  on 
the  part  of  ])arcnts  is  in  sending  their  children  to  school  irregularly, 
and  oftentimes  complaining  that  their  children  do  not  learn,  and  have 
a  careless  and  indillerent  teacher.  Sending  children  to  school  one 
day  and  keeping  them  liome  two,  is  a  slow  way  of  obtaining  even  a 
common  education,  and  then  it  is  so  difficult  for  a  teacher  to  keep  his 
school  in  well  organized  classes.  The  oflTspring  of  parents  are  thus 
permitted  to  go  to  scliool  irregularly  and  carelessly  ;  nobody  assists 
them  in  their  etforts,  or  insists  on  their  learning  but  the  teacher,  and  he 
or  she  does  not  see  the  face  of  a  parent  inside  the  school-room  once  a 
quarter,  during  scliool  hours.  Thus,  with  parents,  by  their  actions, 
not  wishing  their  children  to  learn  much,  and  not  helping  them  to 
learn  any,  how  can  the  best  qualified  teacher  teach  well?  If  children, 
belonging  to  parents  who  do  not  show  them  at  home  the  importance 
of  obtaining  an  education,  get  a  sufficient  education  to  fit  them  to  fiU 
the  places  they  will  be  called  upon  to  fill  when  they  become  men  and 
women,  they,  their  teachers  andilie  school  officers,  are  to  be  thanked 
for  it,  and  not  their  parents.  Another  fault  in  parents  is  not  purchas- 
ing proper  school-books,  so  their  children  may  be  taught  in  classes. 
On  the  part  of  trustees  there  is  little  attention  or  care  given  to  the 
cause  of  education,  beyond  performing  the  legal  duties  incumbent  on 
them.  They  do  not  appear  to  feel  as  much  interested  for  the  welfare  of 
the  youth  of  their  districts  as  they  should.  In  visiting  the  schools  I 
have  it  publicly  known  in  the  district,  and  the  trustees  and  employers 
arc  invited  to  be  present,  but  I  have  not  had  the  good  fortune  of  meet- 
ing any  employer — and  have  met  the  trustees  only  on  two  occasions, 
and  that  was  in  district  No.  2,  yet  they  generally  find  fault  at  being 
obliged  to  pay  high  prices  to  teachers.'  The  children  in  this  township 
are  generally  active  and  intelligent;  and,  where  tair  opportunity  has 
been  oifered  them,  they  have  done  exceedingly  well.  There  is  no 
fault  to  be  found  with  them  ;  and  if  they  do^  not  progress  in  their 
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studies,  the  reason  is  to  be  looked  after,  and  it  will  be  found  that 
their  parents  have  neglected  the  duties  incumbent  on  thcni.  All  the 
teachers  that  have  been  teaching  since  I  have  been  in  office,  have 
been  licensed  by  myself  and  the  trustees  of  the  district  that  they 
were  emj)loyed  in,  except  in  two  cases  ;  and  in  these  case  I  could  not 
get  the  trustees  present,  although  I  was  satisfied  the  teachers  were 
qualified  to  teach  the  scholars  of  the  districts.  The  teachers  of  this 
township  are  much  better  than  could  be  expected,  considering  the 
wages  tney  receive.  Out  of  the  five  now  teaching,  three  are  ex- 
cellent teachers  ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  capable  of  teaching  almost  any 
common  district  school  in  the  state.  Upon  the  whole,  this  township 
is  very  fortunate  in  having  good  teachers  this  year,  and  they  are  work- 
ing for  very  small  salaries.  The  school-liouscs  in  this  township  are 
reasonably  good ;  none  are  so  good  but  that  very  great  improvements 
are  obviously  desirable,  and  none  are  so  poor  as  to  be  positively  un- 
comfortable ;  the  houses  not  being  properly  ventilated  is  the  greatest 
objection  I  see  to  them  ;  and,  in  the  most  of  them,  the  ceiling  is  too 
low  ;  there  is  a  good  playground  attached  to  each  house.  The  num- 
ber of  school-houses  in  this  township  is  five ;  there  are  six  districts. 
No.  5  is  connected  with  a  district  in  Sandyston  township,  and  in  that 
township  the  school-house  is  situated  ;  consequently  I  have  not  much 
knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  the  children  are  taught.  I  have 
visited  the  schools,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  state,  each  quarter 
once;  spend  a  half-day  in  the  school-room,  and  converse  freely  with 
the  scholars,  and  tried  to  show^  them  the  importance  of  paying  strict 
attention  to  their  studies,  and  obeying  their  teachers'  commands,  gen- 
erally making  some  remarks  to  the  school  before  leaving ;  and  if  I 
have  any  suggestion  to  make  to  the  teacher — thinking  to  better  his 
plan  of  teaching — do  it  to  him  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  his  scholars.  I  have  found  negligence  in  the  teachers  of  this 
township,  that  is,  those  who  have  closed  their  schools,  in  not  giving 
me  a  written  report  of  their  school ;  although  I  have  invited  them  all 
to  do  60,  none  have  given  me  a  report  except  the  teacher  in  district 
No.  3.  I  would  suggest  that  the  state  superintendent  be  authorized 
by  the  legislature  at  its  next  session  to  furnish  each  district  in  the 
state  with  a  register,  to  be  the  property  of  the  district.  If  this  can  be 
done,  I  think  no  teacher  will  close  his  school  without  leaving  a  writ- 
ten report ;  and  without  a  report,  it  is  difficult  for  the  superintendent 
of  the  township  to  perform  his  duties  to  any  degree  of  exactness. 
We  have  253  scholars  in  this  township,  and  the  amount  of  money  ap- 
portioned to  us  is  $180  89,  which  is  about  71  cents  to  the  scholar.  I 
nope  the  people  of  the  township  will  wake  up  to  a  sense  of  their  duty, 
and  at  the  next  township  election,  raise  at  least  two  dollars  tax  for 
each  scholar  in  the  township.  In  conclusion,  let  me  say,  I  hope  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  whole  people  of  this  state  will  take  a 
deeper  interest  in  the  education  of  their  youth. 

JOHN  S.  SMITH, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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WANTAOK. 

In  aoiulinj^'  you  thin,  my  anniml  report,  yon  will  pnrcHvc  by  the 
accompiiiiyiii';  utatiHticrt  that,  the  townBliip  of  ^^  ''videff  into 

twcnty-(»iu!  1111(1  a  liiilf  pcIiuoI  districts.     TIm^  hi  the  half 

district  ifl  not  in  this  towiishijt,  and  tho  mimhor  of  children  between 
tlic  apcfl  of  five  and  ci;^litccn  yearn  is  1,372  ;  and  the  number  attend- 
ing scluK»l  twelve  months  is  720  ;  nine  months,  23fJ ;  six  months,  C3  ; 
and  three  months,  57;  and  the  number  of  colored  children  10 — making, 
in  all,  (huiiii;  the  year,  I,')'.*.*).  The  number  of  months,  on  an  average, 
tliat  the  Kchools  have  been  kept  open,  is  eleven  and  one-seventh,  that 
boin<x  a  little  ^ain  on  the  average  months;  the  number  of  tcachcre 
licensed  during'  tho  year  is  31) — 20  males  and  1 ')  females.  The  terms  of 
tuition  per  (puirter  are  from  $2  t(»  )?2  50  per  scholar.  The  money  raised 
by  tax  m  tho  township  for  schools  is  $1,500;  that  received  from  the 
state,  $5S0;  surplus  revenue,  1{n145,  14 — making?,  in  all,  i^2,525  14. 

The  teachers'  institute  met  with  us  a^rain  this  year,  in  the  village  of 
Deckertown,  and  was  well  attended.  The  lectures  in  the  evenings 
were  lino,  and  it  passed  olf  adiiiirably. 

1  have  but  one  suggestion  to  make  in  reference  to  the  school  law  at 
present,  and  that  is,  tho  licensing  of  teachers  should  be  left  alone  to 
tho  town  superintendent,  and  that  license  should  be  confined  to  the 
township,  instead  of  the  district,  so  that  when  any  one  made  applica- 
tion for  a  school,  all  the  trustees  would  have  to  do,  as  far  as  qualifica- 
tions are  concerned,  would  be  to  examine  the  license  and  see  that  it 
was  sulHcicnt ;  for,  in  the  license  granted,  should  be  mentioned  the 
branches  ho  or  she  may  be  qualified  to  teach.  This  would  prevent,  in 
ray  estimation,  teachers  commencing  school  without  license. 

You  will  see  by  the  average  number  of  months  the  schools  are  kept 
open  that  the  people  take  a  reasonable  degree  of  interest  in  education. 

MOSES  STOLL, 

Town  Superintendent. 


VEKNON, 

In  making  tliis,  my  annual  report,  I  am  sorry  to  ^tate  that  reports 
have  not  been  made  by  teachers  to  me  of  some  of  the  schools,  although 
a  portii»n  of  the  teachers  have  supplied  me  with  a  brief  account  of 
their  schools ;  yet,  so  many  have  failed  to  comply  with  the  request  I 
have  made,  tliat  it  obliges  me  to  leave  blank  what  I  would  wish  to 
furnish. 

For  the  neglect  of  teachers  making  their  reports,  I  can  assign  no 
motive,  unless  it  be  shame  for  the  very  small  number  of  pupils.  There 
must  be  actually  a  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  parents  in  those  districts 
in  not  sending  their  children ;  for,  iji  visiting  some  of  these  schools, 
where  the  daily  attendance  ought  to  be  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five,  I 
have  found  from  one  to  twenty.  In  those  schools,  the  money  Vumiah- 
ed  by  the  state  and  township  is  the  only  money  that  such  districts  use 
for  all  their  educational  purposes  ;  while  others  sup}x>rt  their  schools 
in  part  by  rate-bills.     The  former  are  far  inferior  to  the  latter  in  point 
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of  education,  and  will  remain  so,  unless  the  wisdom  of  our  legislative 
body  can  devise  some  means  to  bring  around  some  measure  by  Avliich 
parents  will  be  induced  to  be  more  punctual  in  sending  their  children 
to  school. 

There  is  considerable  interest  manifested  in  a  majority  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  the  township,  and  the  schools  are  steadily  advancing.  But 
in  others  the  peo])le  are  less  zealous,  and  have  considerable  difficulty 
in  keeping  teachers — making  frequent  changes,  and  by  so  doing,  re- 
tarding the  progress  oli  education,  and  not  unfrequently  causing  dis- 
sensions in  the  district,  Avhich  are  still  more  detrimental  to  the  cause 
of  education. 

The  schools  in  the  township,  in  the  aggregate,  have  not  been  quite 
80  full  in  attendance  as  last  year.  The  school-books  in  use  are  the 
same  as  for  several  years  past. 

No  new  school-houses  have  been  built.  One  has  been  repaired,  at 
a  cost  of  $03  30,  and  one  has  had  the  grounds  enclosed  by  a  good, 
substantial  stone  wall,  ornamental  trees  set  out,  wood-shed  built,  etc. 
All  these  necessaries  have  been  built  voluntarily,  by  the  enterprising 
inhabitants  of  the  district  (No,  7),  without  taxing  the  district,  or  using 
any  of  the  public  moneys ;  and  they  keep  up  their  school  at  a  greater 
expense  than  any  district  in  the  township,  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  children  reported. 

I  would  suggest  that  each,  or  any  township,  that  might  deem  it 
just  towards  its  citizens,  may  be  empowered,  through  the  action  of  the 
township  committee,  to  apportion  the  school  moneys  in  this  wise : 
That  each  district  shall  receive  in  proportion  to  the  time  the  school 
has  been  kept  open  during  each  year,  and  the  daily  average  attend- 
ance during  that  timp,  which  shall  be  ascertained  by  the  reports  of  the 
teachers,  who  have  taught  therein ;  and  no  teacher  to  receive  his  pub- 
lic money  until  he  shall  first  produce  a  report  of  the  daily  attendance, 
and  length  of  time  taught  by  him  in  such  district. 

N.  B.  GIVEANS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


SALEM  COUNTY 


ELSINBOROUGH. 


I  have  complied  with  your  request  as  near  as  possible.  The  teach- 
ers have  rendered  me  their  report,  and  the  same  sets  forth  the  state- 
ment, as  made  in  my  report  accompanying  this.  The  schools  have,  as 
far  as  I  can  perceive,  been  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  better  attended 
than  usual.  The  trustees,  as  a  general  thing,  em])loy  the  teachers 
without  consulting  the  superintendent.  The  female  teacher  for  the 
summer  term  is  a  graduate  of  the  Normal  School,  Trenton. 

UIIIAM  IIAERIS, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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I.OWKK    AF.I.OWAy'b   CKKKK. 

I  believe  my  iiilorinatifm  to  you  thin  year  ift  more  lull  arul  correct 
tluvTi  over  lici'oic!.  Voii  will,  iloiihticHH,  obwrve  that  In  licensing 
ttiacliern  wo  liiivo  ]>!ii<l  no  atfcntion  to  tin;  law.  I  am  aorrr  for  it. 
There  iH  w. pr'n'ttte  (iilfieully  in  my  n-lations  with  the  truHtc< 
inp  ai)j)li<'untH,  who  are  Konn  or  daut^hterri  of  the  truBteca,  oi  ,  .  ..A 
friends  of  mine,  and  perhapn  relateu  to  more  than  one  of  the  ])artleg. 
Stnmp(M'ri  ('(Miltl  }>crforni  tlu'  duty  more  eflbtttually,  and  a  rofuHal  of  a 
li(;ens(5  woidd  Iti;  liorne  with  m<»r(!  ^raco.  I  have  hut  little  d<>nl»t  thia 
in  the  exjK'ricncc  ofcvcry  Huiierintundent  in  the  titate.     I    I  •  'lO 

license  systiMU  is  ri^ht.     Tea(;iiinf^  should  he  performed  hy  i  ly 

who  arc  (jualilicd,  and  not  hy  any  one  who  happeiiB  to  have  a  little 
leisure,  and  seizes  the  opportunity  to  force  himself  into  the  school  at 
the  risk  of  personal  friendthip  ;  when,  if  he  were  required  to  obtain  a 
license  from  some  one  duly  (piidilicMl  to  give  it,  he  would  not  think  of 
teae.hinix.  And  as  the  hoard  of  freeholders,  l»y  whom  this  diflicnlty 
mi^ht  he  remedied,  refuse  or  neglect  to  a])i>oi»it  a  suitahle  person,  I 
propose  that  the  law  he  amended,  to  authorize  the  superintendents  of 
the  various  townships,  in  each  county,  to  be  a  board  of  superintend- 
ents, and  hold  an  annual  meeting,  soon  after  their  election,  each  and 
every  year,  and  select  from  their  own  number,  or  in  case  they  deem 
it  ])ropcr,  some  one  el/^e  who  }rUl  act,  and  let  the  teachers,  or  as  many 
as  possible,  meet  at  the  same  time  by  a  public  notice  of  the  time  of 
the  annual  mcetin<^ ;  and,  if  one  meeting  should  not  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient, let  another  be  ap])ointed  by  said  board,  the  same  as  is  now  re- 
quired by  the  county  examiners,  and  be  paid  for  their  services  in  the 
same  manner.  This  thinf:^  will  never  be  attended  to  by  the  freehold- 
ers, but  I  think  it  would  be  by  the  superintendents,  in  order  to  relieve 
themselves  of  the  personal  obligations  now  resting  on  them  of  licens- 
ing said  teachers. 

THOMAS  A.  MASKELL, 

Toxcii  SujyerijUendeni. 


LOWER   PENN  8    NECK. 

I  have  visited  all  the  schools  regularly ;  the  behavior  in  three  of 
them  is  unexceptionable;  in  the  two  others,  only  tolerable;  the  fault, 
I  believe,  is  owing  partly  to  some  of  the  parents  not  desiring  to  have 
their  children  i>roperly  disciplined  during  school  hours,  but  I  am 
haj^py  to  say  there  has  been  quite  an  improvement  within  the  past 
three  months.  Three  of  the  schools  are  free — at  the  other  two  each 
pupil  ]>ay8  at  the  rate  of  one  cent  per  day.  The  school-houses  are  all 
comfortable,  and  supplied  with  good  stoves.  AVe  have  not,  a«  yet, 
had  any  teachers  from  the  Normal  School  this  year.    Those  '  1 

are  considered  very  good  by  the  trustees.    The  free  school  sysi  _  ■! 

to  be  highly  j>rized  in  this  part  of  the  state,  as  it  has  proved  a  great 
blessing  in  our  disti-ict. 

DANIEL  1.  GARRISON, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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PILESGROVE. 

I  have  endeavored  to  answer  your  series  of  questions  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge.  As  respects  the  state  fund,  I  liave  received  it  but  for 
three  quarters  of  a  year,  having  been  elected  to  othce  in  March  last. 
The  county  collector  informed  me  there  would  be  another  instalment 
due  in  January  next.  In  district  No.  4,  in  this  township,  we  have 
three  schools,  two  of  which  are  under  the  control  of  committees  of  re- 
ligious societies ;  one  of  them  belongs  to  the  Friends,  to  which  is  ap- 
propriated about  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  per  year,  for  the 
payment  of  school  bills  for  poor  and  orphan  children  ;  they  also  have 
funds  to  repair  and  keep  in  order  their  school-house ;  the  other  be- 
longs to  the  American  African  Church,  •which  raises  some  money  to 
purchase  fuel,  etc.,  for  the  benefit  of  their  school.  District  No.  1  has 
two  schools.  The  public  money  is  divided  in  the  ratio  of  the  children 
attending  said  schools. 

The  school-houses  are  generally  repaired  by  the  patrons  of  the  sev- 
eral districts. 

As  to  the  teachers,  I  consider  them  as  competent  as  could  be  expected, 
taking  into  consideration  the  salaries  the  patrons  are  willing  to  pay. 

JAMES  WOOLMAN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PITTSGROVE. 

Accompanying  find  the  annual  report  for  Pittsgrove  township, 
Salem  county.  I  regret  that  the  report  is  so  meagre.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  reports  accurately  made  from  the  teachers.  The 
amount  of  money  appropriated  is  not  suthcient  to  support  a  continu- 
ous school,  and  the  result  is,  that  we  are  without  schools  a  part  of  the 
year;  and,  from  the  small  sum  furnished,  many  districts  persist  in 
employing  incompetent  teachers.  The  female  teachers  employed 
during  the  year  have  been  better  qualified  than  the  males,  and  have 
given  general  satisfaction. 

J.  S.  WIIITAKER, 

Town  Superintendent. 


SALEM. 

My  second  annual  report,  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  make,  as 
superintendent  of  public  schools  in  this  district,  will  not  manifest  much 
change,  for  better  or  worse,  from  that  of  last  year.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  children  who  have  attended  school,  in  the  present  year,  is 
large  ;  but  a  proportionable  amount  of  benefit  is  not  to  be  looked  for, 
because  the  attendance  of  many  is  very  brief,  and  of  others  very  irreg- 
ular. I  consider  the  public  school  in  this  district  as  certainly  in  a 
prosperous  condition,  taking  into  consideration  the  difficulties  under 
which  we  labor.  For  fidelity  and  close  attention  to  duty,  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers,  we  are  not  surpassed  by  any  similar  institution  in  the 
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state.  And  it  is  to  bo  rc|rrotto(l  that  tlio  Htnall  Hularies  tliev  rccciro, 
aro  by  no  ineiinfl  a  proper  comjx'riHatiorj  for  tbeir  arduous  and  untiring 
labors. 

I  cannot  Huy  lliat  the  interest  inHnilohtcd  in  our  public  wcIukjI  i«  at 
all  <;cn(!rul.  Tlio  cHortH  of  homu;  tuw  nicnibcrri  of  our  conirrmnity  to 
promote  itH  |»ros|KTity,  are  worlliy  of  all  praixe  ;  and  tluirc  :l>t 

that,  if  a  Iar;j;(r  nutnbor  of  our  prominent  and  inlluontial  cii ;  ild 

bo  induced  to  vinit  tbo  Bcliool,  and  bIiovv  sotnc  intorcHt  in  its  weltaro, 
tbe  advantage  would  imnu.diately  appear,  in  moro  regular  and  con- 
stant attendance  by  tbe  puoiln,  and  a  t-trongcr  dcftiro  to  gain  tbc  full 
advantage  (,>f  tbe  lucilitieH  tlius  alVorded  tbcm. 

If  I  migbt  take  tbc  liberty  of  suggesting  an  improvement  in  tbe 
system  of  public  scbool.s,  I  would  eay  tbat  an  anntutl  viail  by  our 
Btato  superintendent  would  bavo  a  most  bapny  eireet.  It  would  btim- 
ulato  botb  teacberB  and  sebolars  to  make  a  tav(»rablc  impression,  and 
would  give  an  impulse  to  tbe  wbolc  work,  wliicb  would  not  soon  be 
forgotten. 

As  was  remarked  in  my  last  report,  tbcre  arc  scbools  in  tbis  city  of 
every  class  and  <;jrade,  varying  in  tbcir  terms  from  $50  per  aimum  to 
tbrce  cents  per  clay.  Facilities  for  learning  are,  tbcrefore.  enjoyed  by 
all  ;  but  tbe  general  eti'eet  is  unfavorable  to  tbe  public  scbool,  wbicn 
is  not  always  regarded  witli  tbc  respect  to  wbicb  it  is  fully  entitled. 
I  bopc  tbat  brigbtcr  prospects  will  open  upon  us  during  tbe  coming 
year. 

THOMAS  F.  BILLOPP, 

Town  Superintendent. 


Uri'EK    ALI.OWAV  8    CREKK, 

I  was  elected  superintendent  in  Marcli  last,  and  entered  upon  my 
duties  on  tbc  first  of  April — consequently,  I  cannot  make  as  lull  and 
correct  a  report  as  I  would  like,  as  tbe  teacbers,  previous  to  tbat 
period,  bad  made  no  report.  Since  tbat  time  I  bavo  done  tbe  best 
tbat  I  could  under  tbe  circumstances.  As  to  tbe  number  of  ecbolars, 
and  tbc  amount  of  funds,  etc.,  my  report  is,  in  tbe  main,  correct.  Our 
teacbers,  witb  one  or  two  exceptions,  during  tbe  summer  terms,  bave 
experience,  and  make  tcaebing  tbeir  occupation.  Tbe  scbools  are  all 
free  in  tbis  townsbip.  Tbey  have  been  kept  o])cn  upon  tbe  average 
of  ten  montbs.  I  bave  endeavored  to  be  in  eaeb  scbool  at  least  once 
eacb  quarter,  and  bave  been  well  pleased  witb  tbe  advancement  some 
of  tbcm  arc  making.  Tbe  scbool-bouses  are  all  comfortable,  and  in 
very  good  condition  at  tbc  present  time.  Tbe  first  scbool  district 
have  made  an  addition  to  tbeir  bouse  by  private  contribution.  I  bave 
some  cause  to  make  complaint  of  tbe  too  unfrequent  visits  of  tbe 
trustees,  parents  and  guardians  of  ebildrcn  in  some  of  the  scbool  dis- 
tricts ;  parents  and  others  should  visit  tbe  scbools  often  ;  it  would 
have  a  more  beneficial  ctfoct,  and  inspire  tbe  children  to  greater  ad- 
vancement. There  are  five  graduates  of  the  State  Normal  School  in 
my  townsbip — one  male  and  four  fiinalcs — and  everything  secni>  in  a 
healthv  condition. 

WIIXL\^I  HOUSE,    . 

Town  $up<rinUndi.nt. 
I 
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UPPER  PITTSQROVE. 

I  have  nothincj  in  ])i\rtienlar  to  say,  more  than  I  have  on  former 
occasions.  The  inliabitants  raised  $200  more  last  town  meetino;  than 
ever  they  did  before,  and  some  little  more  interest  is  manifested  in  a 
few  of  the  districts,  bnt  not  as  much  as  ought  to  be.  The  class-books 
are  much  better  this  year  than  ever  they  were  before.  Our  school- 
bouses  nearly  all  need  repairing  or  remodeling  inside,  to  make  them 
comfortable  for  the  scholars  and  teachers.  You  will  see,  by  my  re- 
port, that  only  one  teacher  from  the  State  ^Normal  School  has  been 
employed — a  female.  I  heard  Mr.  Phelps'  lecture  at  the  Salem  county 
teachers"  institute,  and  he  recommended  gymnastics  to  be  introduced 
in  schools — but  I  difier  from  him  in  opinion  on  that  subject.  In  our 
country  schools,  where  some  of  the  scholars  have  to  walk  two  miles  to 
school,  and  where  the  school-house  is  located  in  or  near  a  woods,  the 
little  antics  practised  by  the  scholars,  together  with  the  chores  of 
work  many  of  them  have  to  do,  I  think  is  exercise  enough  ;  but  in 
town  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  it  is  necessary.  The  blackboard  is 
used  this  year  more  than  formerly. 

JAS.  COOMBS, 
Town  Superintendent. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY. 


BERNARDS. 


The  schools  in  this  township  have  been  kept  in  operation  with 
about  the  usual  interest  and  success.  The  change  of  teachers  has  not 
been  quite  so  frequent  as  in  former  years.  Of  those  trained  in  tbe 
State  Normal  School,  not  one  has  been  employed.  The  school -houses, 
with  two  exceptions,  are  in  a  very  good  condition — mostly  new  and 
comfortable.  A  successful  eftbrt  to  erect  a  new  house  will  be  made 
in  one  or  both  the  districts  excepted  above. 

Several  of  the  schools  are  at  present  vacant,  and  one  or  more  of 
them  likely  to  continue  so  through  the  winter. 

The  general  interest  of  our  community  in  the  cause  of  education  is 
advancing,  we  trust,  though  not  very  rapidly.  The  financial  state  of 
the  country,  doubtless,  operates  to  some  extent  against  an  enlarged 
expenditure  in  that  direction. 

JOHN  C.  PwANKIN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BRIDGEWATEK. 

The  answers  to  the  questions  concerning  the  public  schools  of  this 
township  are  as  correct  as  the  means  at  my  command  could  make 
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thcin.  Two  difltricts  failed  to  iruiko  any  report,  and  two  others  only 
reported  for  psiit  of  the  year  ;  k(j  that  I  ha<l  to  rely  on  my  own  njin- 
utcs  of  my  (|u;ut('rly  oxaminiitiorirt  for  the  Hupjily  of  the  di-ficiency. 
The  Btatirtticiil  matter  eoinpriscd  in  the  aiir<werrt  t<j  the  questions  Bub- 
mitted  to  me,  cannot  theref(»re  Ik;  regarded  art  Hfrictly  accurate.  In- 
deed, I  have  no  expectation  that  tlie  matter  ftouj^ht  to  he  embraced  in 
the  Btate  Buperinteudent's  annual  report  can  ever  be  correctly  obtain- 
ed till  we  have  a  more  ellieient  echoed  law.  J>y  our  present  law  it  is 
enacted,  that  "every  teacher  em])loycd  to  tca<'h  a  jMd)lic  Bchool  shall 
keep  a  register  of  all  the  children  attendinj;  the  Hcnool  ;  their  names 
and  agcH,  and  the  names  of  their  ]iarent8  and  piardiariK  ;  the  date 
■when  each  child  entered  and  left  the  school  ;  their  daily  attendance, 
and  the  branches  taught ;  also,  to  record  the  day  of  the  month  on 
which  the  school  was  visited  by  the  town  8U])erintendcnt,  school  com- 
mittee, or  other  visiters;  a  copy  of  which  register  shall  be  filed  by  the 
teacher  with  the  town  superintendent,  or  school  committee,  in  the 
township  in  which  the  school  is  situate," 

Is'ow  this  is  nearly  an  exact  copy  of  enactments  of  at  least  three 
other  states,  with  the  <jist  or  viiii  of  the  matter  lett  out,  which  makes 
the  act  entirely  worthless.  Now,  if  it  is  intended  that  registers  sha^ 
be  kept,  the  state  must  furnish  blanks,  otherwise,  if  kept  at  all,  they 
will  bo  in  as  many  forms  as  the  colors  of  Joseph's  coat — some  of 
them  in  a  shajie  to  be  understood — others,  not  to  ])ut  too  fine  a  point, 
doubtful.  If  it  is  understood  that  teachers  shall  file  with  town  super- 
intendents a  copy  of  such  register,  then  let  it  be  enacted  that  the 
teacher  shall  file  said  copy  before  he  shall  be  entitled  to  his  pay,  and 
that  the  couy  of  the  register  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  shall  be 
filed  on  or  before  the  tenth  of  December. 

Our  schools  have  been  more  thinly  attended  this  year  than  usual, 
owing  to  removal  out  of  the  village  of  families  in  want  of  employ- 
ment, and  also  to  dif^culties  arising  from  disagreements  as  to  what 
and  who  shall  be  employed  as  teachers,  so  that  m  some  few  districts 
the  cause  of  education  seems  to  be  retrograding,  while  three  or  four 
other  schools  in  the  township  have  made  great  progress  in  learning, 
and  have  more  advanced  scholars  at  this  time  than  at  any  previous 
period  of  my  superintendence. 

The  branches  taught  in  these  schools,  beyond  the  primary  studies, 
are  higher  arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  theoretical  as'tronomy, 
chemistry  and  botanv.  Ejiglish  grammar  well  and  correctly  in  two 
of  our  schools,  whicli  is  a  good  deal  to  say  fur  any  townskip  in  the 
state 

CALEB  MORTON, 

Town  Superintendent. 

\ 

BRANCHBUKG. 

Tlie  spirit  and  projj^ress  of  education  in  this  township  are  not  what 
they  should  be,  yet  there  are  several  encouraging  features.  There  is 
entirely  too  much  apathy  and  inJifierence  on  the  part  of  the  patrons 
and  supporters  of  our  schools,  in  regard  to  the  conveniences  and  com- 
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fort  of  our  sehool-roonis  ;  and  the  jilayfrrounds  are  generally  alto- 
gether neglected,  instead  of  being  kej^t  in  good  order,  and  neat  and 
pleasant  to  the  scholars.  These,  properly  attended  to,  would  attract 
many  little  ones  to  the  school-room  to  enjoy  themselves.  In  most  of 
schools,  too,  there  is  a  deficiency  as  regards  suitable  blackboards, 
globes,  astronomical  and  geographical  maps,  philosophical  apparatus, 
etc.  A  few  dollars  invested  in  a  i)roper  6upi)ly  of  these  would  be 
profitable,  we  think,  to  the  employers  of  every  school,  and  would  so 
encourage  and  assist  the  teachers  that  more  knowledge  could  be  im- 
parted to  the  pupils  in  one  quarter  than  there  now  is  in  two — conse- 
quently, the  saving  of  one  quarter's  tuition.  The  right  kind  of  teach- 
ers could,  we  think,  remedy  this  deficiency,  to  a  great  extent,  by  visit- 
ing the  families  of  their  respective  districts,  and  informing  them  of 
the  incalculable  benefits  that  would  accrue  from  the  use  of  such  ap- 
paratus ;  or  the  same  results  could  be  obtained  by  inducing  the 
parents  more  frequently  to  visit  the  teacher  in  the  school-room,  and 
there  see  for  themselves  the  inconveniences  a  want  of  these  produce. 

We  have  a  new  board  of  examiners  for  this  county  this  year,  and  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  the  standard  of  <pialifications  for  teaching  has 
been  considerably  elevated.  No  teachers  are  licensed  unless  the  board 
are  entirely  satisfied  as  to  their  literary  attainments,  whether  gradu- 
ates of  the  State  Normal  School  or  the  chimney  corner.  Our  town- 
ship was  well  represented  at  the  teachers'  institute  last  September. 
The  following  resolution  was  there  adopted  : 

Jiesolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  induce  the 
teachers  to  take  a  more  co-operative  parf  in  advancing  the  cause  of 
popular  education  in  this  county,  and,  to  that  end,  to  procure  their 
services  to  prejiare  and  deliver  one  or  more  lectures  on  education  and 
common  schools  during  the  present  fall  and  coming  winter  and  spring. 

The  examiners,  the  literary  and  professional  gentlemen  of  the 
county,  teachers  and  superintendents,  all  enter  into  this  project  with 
more  or  less  zeal ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  result  will  be 
the  awakening  of  the  people  of  the  county  to  more  earnestness  in 
this  good  and  glorious  cause.  The  lectures  that  have  been  given  al- 
ready in  this  township  were  well  received  and  largely  attended  by  the 
most  intelligent  of  the  community.  The  people  begin  to  see  that 
teaching  is  a  profession,  and  that,  by  employing  the  right  kind  of 
teachers,  and  using  the  other  necessary  means,  the  district  school  can 
be  made  the  district  U7iiversity.  Our  township  appropriates  $200 
more  to  school  purposes  this  year  than  ever  before. 

THEODORE  VOSSELLER, 

Town  Superinte^idenL 


Tlie  report  of  the  schools  in  our  township  is  mailed  to  you  to-day. 
It  is  as  full  as  I  could  make  it  from  the  information  I  could  gather 
from  the  schools.  I  must  rei)cat  the  suggestion  I  made  in  my  last 
annual  report,  that,  until  the  schools  are  furnished  with  blank  regis- 
ters, such  as  the  law  requires,  no  report,  approacliing  accuracy,  can 
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1)0  miido.  Tlicnti  bliuiks  could  be  fiirniBliod  to  tho  Bovoral  townHliipti 
by  till)  Htutc,  iiiwi  ou^ht  to  be  ])luccd  in  the  bcIiooIh  by  the  fir«t  day  of 
Doeeiiibcr,  or  .Jiimmry. 

Tho  8cli(»(»lri  lire  very  W(!ll  condneted,  hiiviii^  ex)-  j. 

I  muHt  Jiwiird  to  the  loiiiiile  tcjachcrs  in  our  town  tlh  <^ 

devoted  their  time  find  talcnf.H  to  tho  iriKtriiction  oi  thcs  youth,  while 
so!ne  of  our  male  teacdierH  have  aspired  to  the  honor  of  cfiuiinanding 
men,  and  instruetiuf^  them  in  tho  seieneo  of  military  taetics.  How 
far  this  duty  ean  be  diseharped  with  a  faithful  j)crformanco  of  their 
duty  as  teachers,  I  cannot  determine. 

C.  S.  STIIYKER, 

Town  SuperinUndent. 


WARKEN. 

In  forwarding  you  tho  report  of  the  echooU  in  our  township,  I  have 
only  to  add  that  all  the  seliotdfi  are  in  Bcssion  at  present,  and  under 
the  eare  of  able  and  clhcient  teachers.  I  am  iiajtj>y  to  observe 
throughout  our  township  a  irrowin^  interest  in  the  cause  of  education. 
Many  are  bejii^itiniufi;  to  realize  the  iinpurtancc  and  great  advantages 
derived  from  having  the  mind  well  disciplined  and  stored  with  useful 
knowledge. 


DAVID  COON, 

Torum  Superini(7ident. 


ITNION  COUNTY. 


KLIZABET^l. 


Since  the  hist  anniial  re])ort,  the  new  township  of  Linden  has  been 
formed  in  this  county,  which  takes  from  this  city  about  one  hundred 
children  who  formerly  attended  district  schools  outside  of  the  city 
limits. 

The  city  comprises  pn»perly  but  one  district,  as  all  the  schools  are 
under  one  board  of  school  commissioners.  Two  schools  are  sustained, 
designated  as  public  school  Xos.  1  and  2,  besides  a  colored  school,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  twenty.  Part  of  the  year  a  school  has  been 
taught  in  the  northern  suburbs ;  but  this  has  been  closed  because  of 
the  small  attendance.  As  no  register  was  kept  in  this  school,  the  at- 
tendance is  not  included  in  the  statistical  report.  The  whole  number 
on  the  roll  was  less  than  thirty. 

Since  the  incorporation  of  the  city,  two  substantial  buildings  have 
been  erected,  capable  of  seating  about  1,4:00  pupils.  No.  \,  first 
erected,  is  a  three-story  building,  and,  at  the  time  it  was  built,  it  was 
considered  well  adapted  for  school  purposes.     Tlie  first  and  second 
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stories  are  warmed  by  steara.  This  apparatus  has  saved  the  city  fuel, 
but,  from  the  beginning,  has  been  a  source  of  great  annoyance.  The 
heating  surface,  until  recently,  was  sheet-iron  radiator^,  which,  from 
their  tendency  to  rust,  were  constantly  out  of  repair.  These  have 
been  taken  away,  and  substantial  coils  of  iron  pipe  substituted.  But 
owing  to  a  defect  in  their  construction,  they  are  attended  by  a  dis- 
agreeable noise.  The  evil  will  be  remedied  only  when  the  commis- 
sioners call  to  their  assistance  some  one  familiar  with  warming  build- 
ings by  steam.  No.  2  building  is  two  stories  high,  with  a  playground 
underneath.  The  arrangement  of  this  building  is  a  marked  improve- 
ment on  No.  1,  and  is  a  monument  of  the  skill  and  good  taste  of  tho.?e 
who  constructed  it.     It  is  warmed  by  hot  air  furnaces. 

The  pupils  are  properly  classified,  and  each  school  is  divided  into 
primary,  intermediate  and  grammar  departments.  No.  1  has  one  male 
and  nine  female  teachers.  No.  2  has  one  male  and  ten  female  teach- 
ers. The  male  teachers,  who  have  the  sole  responsibility  of  governing 
their  respective  schools,  each  receive  a  salary  of  $850.  The  female 
teachers  are  employed  at  salaries  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars each.  The  total  amount  of  salaries  paid  per  year  to  the  teachers 
now  employed  is  $6,375.  The  female  teachers  employed  in  the  inter- 
mediate department  formerly  received  8250,  and  those  in  the  primary 
department  $200  each.  But  the  commissioners  are  beginning  to  per- 
ceive that  the  welfare  of  the  school  requires  as  good  teachers  in  the 
primary  as  in  any  other  department,  and  during  the  past  year  all  new 
teachers  have  been  employed  on  an  equal  footing. 

Care  has  been  exercised  in  selecting  teachers.  None  are  employed 
until  they  have  passed  a  satisfactory  examination,  conducted  by  the 
superintendent,  in  the  presence  of  at  least  two  commissioners  ;  and,  I 
am  happy  to  say  those  to  whom  are  entrusted  the  instruction  of  our 
youth  are  competent  for  the  task,  and  devoted  to  their  duties.  Some 
embarrassment  has  been  felt  from  the  children  attending  irregularly. 
To  prevent  this  evil,  the  commissioners  have  adopted  a  rule  that 
"  when  the  absence  of  any  pupil  shall  have  amounted  to  twelve  half 
days  during  the  term,  he  oj  she  shall  be  dismissed  from  school  during 
the  remainder  of  the  term,  unless  it  shall  be  shown  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  principal  that  the  pupil  has  been  sick,  or  absent  from  the  city." 
This  rule  has  improved  the  average  daily  attendance,  but  it  occasions 
dissatisfaction  among  a  portion  of  the  patrons,  particularly  with  those 
who  do  not  appreciate  the  benefits  of  education,  and  are  ignorant  of 
the  importance  of  regular  attendance.  In  some  instances  a  rigid  en- 
forcement of  this  rule  would  be  a  hardship,  and  is  to  a  certain  degree 
relaxed. 

A  lively  interest  on  the  subject  of  education  is  manifested  among 
the  citizens  generally,  and  the  system  of  free  schools  is  daily  becoming 
more  popular  among  all  classes. 

JOSEPH  ALWARD, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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LINDEN. 

Ours  ifl  a  Biiiall  t()wnHlii|i,  s(;t  oiY  last  winter  from  the  city  of  Eliza- 
beth and  tovviisliij*  of  lialiway.  It  Ih  divided  into  five  Hchool  dis- 
tricts, in  whicii  are  four  t>cho(d-IiouiiCri,  all  debtitute  of  either  play- 
grounds, school  aj)i)aratus  or  library. 

The  full  amount  authorized  by  law  for  the  support  of  schools,  ifi 
this  year  rained  in  this  townnhip,  which  is  not  suliiciont  to  keep  our 
schools  free  the  whole  year.  In  two  districts  the  deficit  is  made  up 
by  assessinentH,  per  scholar,  on  those  sending  to  school.  In  the  others, 
school  is  kept  until  the  money  is  exhausted,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
year  they  are  without  school. 

The  irregular  attendance  of  scholars  is  a  fault  much  complained  of 
in  this  township.  The  law  relating  to  districts  made  up  of  parts  of 
adjoining  townships,  ])roves  to  be  very  impracticable,  owing  to  the 
unocjual  amounts  raised  by  ta.v  in  the  townships  associated,  and  conse- 
quent ine«piality  of  the  burthen  of  maintaining  such  8ch<;»ols. 

ABRAM  A.  WARD, 

Town  Superintendent. 


NEW    PKOVIDENCE. 

I  have  visited  the  schools  in  the  township,  according  to  the  law 
regulating  schools,  and  have  given  you  the  results,  in  part,  in  my  an- 
swers to  the  questions  in  the  blanks  forwarded  to  me  for  that  purpose, 
as  far  as  I  have  the  information  at  command,  the  law  not  being  com- 
plied with  by  all  the  teachers. 

I  would  further  re})ort  that  the  people  have  made  advancement  in 
the  cause  of  education  during  the  last  few  years,  but  are  not  wholly 
awake  to  the  imjiortance  that  the  subject  properly  demands ;  while 
"we  have  in  general  competent  and  faithful  teachers,  yet  a  large  mi- 
nority of  the  children  are  not  regularly  at  school. 

We  have  five  school-houses  ;  all  are  wooden  buildings,  each  having 
but  one  room  for  school  purposes;  some  of  these  need  repairs,  or 
should  be  rebuilt,  and  all  are  destitute  of  ample  playgrounds  attached 
to  them,  which  is  of  no  small  importance  in  making  the  school-room 
attractive  and  cheerful ;  thus  adding  to  the  pleasure  and  happiness  of 
the  school.     The  school-books  are  the  same  as  last  reported. 

J.  N.  DOUGHTY, 

Town  Superintendent. 


RAHWAY. 

In  my  last  annual  report,  I  mentioned  that  our  public  school  boun- 
daries had  been  considerably  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  that  portion 
of  the  city  of  Rahway  formerly  lying  in  Woodbridge  township.         "^ 

I  have  now  to  report  a  further  change  in  the  other  direction. ""A 
portion  of  the  former  township  of  Rahway  has  been  set  off  to  consti- 
tute in  part  the  new  township  of  Linden,  and  the  remainder,  included 
11 
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within  the  citj  limits,  as  the  fifth  ward  of  the  city  of  Rahway.  By 
this  change,  the  number  of  children  on  our  lists  is  reduced  by  about 
four  hundred. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  an  act  was  passed  incorporat- 
ini;  the  schools  within  the  present  city  limits  under  a  board  of  educa- 
tion. The  board  was  duly  organized  last  spring,  and  since  that  time 
they  have  endeavored,  as  far  as  possible,  to  promote  and  increase  the 
efliciency  of  our  public  schools.  Their  efforts  have  been  mainly  di- 
rected to  establishing  a  uniform  grade  of  studies  in  tlie  various  schools, 
and  to  securing,  as  far  as  possible,  uniformity  in  the  method  of  in- 
struction, and  in  the  text-books  employed. 

The  past  year  has  not  been  very  favorable  to  any  improvements 
which  involved  expense,  and  our  city  has  sufi'ered  as  much,  if  not 
more,  than  any  other  in  the  state,  from  the  depression  caused  by  the 
unfortunate  state  of  the  times.  Still  our  schools  have  been  kept  open 
with  only  a  temporary  interruption  during  the  whole  year,  and  our 
people,  even  under  the  pressure  which  is  upon  them,  have  not  lost 
their  interest  in  the  subject  of  education,  nor  have  recent  events 
tended  to  lessen  their  conviction  of  its  importance  as  one  of  the  chief 
safeguards  of  the  nation. 

During  the  past  year  our  schools  have  been  well  attended  and  well 
taught.  There  are  one  or  two  improvements,  which,  with  the  return 
of  prosperous  times,  I  would  indicate  as  being  desirable.  "We  have 
now  three  very  good  schools,  at  opposite  extremes  of  the  city.  Ano- 
ther school  in  some  central  situation,  intermediate  between  the  three, 
and  adapted  to  the  more  advanced  scholars  from  those  schools,  would 
be  a  great  improvement,  and  would  enable  the  board  to  carry  out  to 
advantage  the  system  of  grades  they  have  adopted. 

Another  school-house  for  the  fifth  ward,  which  numbers  quite  a 
considerable  number  of  children,  is  much  wanted,  the  present  build- 
ing, which  is  nearest  the  centre  of  population,  being  altogether  in- 
suflicient  for  the  wants  of  the  people. 

I  trust  the  time  may  soon  come  again,  when  the  efforts  and  means 
of  the  people  may  be  turned  once  more  to  providing  for  wants  like 
these 

WM.  E.  BLOODGOOp, 

City  Superintendent. 

SPRINGFIELD. 

Our  principal  school  has  suffered  from  a  repeated  change  of  teach- 
ers, and  the  distrust  and  discouragement  resulting  from  that  source. 

AH  our  schools  were,  for  a  time,  affected  injuriously,  and  seriously 
threatened  by  the  great  calamity  that  has  befallen  our  country. 

They  have,  however,  in  a  measure,  recovered  from  the  depression  at 
first  experienced,  and  may  now  be  said  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. The  results  reported  are  but  little  short  of  those  last  year. 
There  are  more  frequent  failures  in  the  payment  of  term-bills,  but  an 
increase  in  the  amount  of  tax  raised  during  the  year  has  enabled  the 
schools  to  maintain  nearly  the  same  scale  of  expenditure  as  formerly. 

O.  L.  KIRTLAND, 

City  Superintendent, 
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UNION. 

Tlicru  ImH  InHiii  hut  little  cli:iii}^i;  in  tliu  (H»iHlition  of  our  scliooU 
Mnco  my  last  report.  In  one  of  our  districts  a  now  Bchool-houso  ha« 
been  completed,  which  is  creditable  to  the  ^ood  taste  and  liberality  of 
the  district.  It  is  neat,  (rotnniodious,  well  furnislied,  and  surrounded 
with  anii>le  j)lay;.'roun<l ;  and,  what  is  better,  it  is  su]t]»lied  witli  an 
excellent  teacher,  wh(»  had  ehar;;e  of  the  school  for  more  than  a  year 
before  its  removal  to  the  new  bnildinj^.  All  our  sehool-houses  arc  in 
tolerably  ^ood  repair,  nearly  all  comparatively  new,  but  nearly  all 
are  wantin<^  in  comfortable  furniture  and  attractiveness. 

It  pivcs  me  jtleasure  to  sj>eak  of  most  of  our  teachers,  both  male 
and  female,  as  comjx'tcnt,  lal»(»rious  and  successful.  All  but  one  have 
been  in  our  (Mni)loy  tlu;  wludi;  year,  and  (jiic  for  nearly  four  years. 

In  addition  t<»  o\ir  public  schools,  we  have  two  small  private  schools, 
taui^ht  by  females. 

The  i^eople  (generally  take  but  little  interest  in  the  schools,  seldom 
vi8itin«;  them  or  incjuirinj;  about  them.  And  yet  there  is  a  growing 
appreciation  of  j^ood  teachers,  and,  on  the  part  of  many,  a  strong  de- 
-ire  to  atibrd  their  children  the  best  advanta<;es. 

ROBERT  STREET, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WESTFIELI). 

I  have  visted  the  schools  regularly  through  the  year,  and  have 
found  a  larger  number  of  children  than  usual  in  attendance.  Tlie 
schools  are  well  taught,  the  children  are  making  conmicndable  pro- 
iXress,  discijiline  is  well  sustained,  the  bible  is  used  universally,  and  a 
kind,  moral  inlluence  is  manifestly  predominant.  There  is  room  for 
improvement  in  the  school-houses,  apparatus  and  supply  of  books,  and 
parents  might,  with  advantage  to  all  concerned,  visit  the  schools  more 
frequently.  We  need  a  uniform  system  of  school  registers.  Cannot 
the  department  of  instruction  supply  it  ? 

E.  B.  EDGAR, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WARREN  COUNTY. 


BELVIDERE. 


I  am  happy  iu  being  able  to  state  that  all  of  the  schools  in  our 
town  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  trustees  of  both  districts  have  manifested  during  the  year  much 
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interest  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  have  been  indefatigable  in? 
their  eftorts  to  place  our  schools  upon  a  sure  and  prosperous  foundation. 
To  that  end,  they  have,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  friends  of  com- 
mon scliools  in  our  town,  caused  to  be  erected  here  two  large  and 
commodious  buildings,  amply  sufficient  for  present  and  future  pur- 
poses. These  buildings  are  supplied  with  modern  school  furniture, 
such  as  desks,  seats,  etc.  In  the  erection  of  these  buildings,  which 
have  taken  the  place  of  a  dingy,  little  crib,  totally  unsuited  for  a 
school-house,  the  trustees  and  citizens  of  our  town  have  entitled  them- 
selves to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  parents  and  children. 

Our  schools  are  kept  open  during  tlie  whole  year,  free  for  all  the 
children  of  the  town  who  choose  to  enter  them.  Although  much  op- 
position was  encountered,  at  the  start,  to  the  system  of  free  schools,  on 
the  part  of  those  who  have  no  children,  or  who  refuse  to  send  to  these 
schools,  because  their  taxes  were  slightly  increased  in  consequence, 
yet  free  schools  in  our  town  are,  I  hope  and  believe,  firmly  established. 
In  my  judgment,  the  state  ought  to  compel  her  citizens  to  raise,  by 
tax,  all  necessary  sums  to  make  the  cause  of  education  as  free  as  the 
winds  of  heaven. 

During  the  past  year  none  but  first-class  teachers  have  been  em- 
ployed in  our  schools.  It  afibrds  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  witness  to 
their  ability  and  faithfulness  to  the  great  and  responsible  duties  de- 
volved upon  them.  Under  their  care  and  management,  great  improve- 
ment and  discipline  and  learning  is  plainly  perceptible,  and  is  the  best 
evidence  I  can  furnish  of  the  qualifications  and  industry  of  the  teach- 
ers. I  must  be  permitted,  in  this  connection,  to  bestow  unqualified 
praise  upon  all  of  them. 

The  children  who  attend  school,  are,  as  a  general  thing,  tidy  in  their 
appearance,  respectful  in  their  deportment  to  teachers  and  others,  and 
most  of  them  anxious  to  learn.  I  attribute  the  increased  interest  on 
the  part  of  the  children,  in  the  subject  of  education,  to  the  erection  of 
new  and  suitable  houses. 

The  male  teacher  in  district  No.  1  has  caused  to  be  erected  in  the 
school-yard,  principally  at  his  own  expense,  a  large  swing  and  several 
gymnastic  contrivances,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  attendance  at 
school  attractive,  and  amusing  the  children  during  recess.  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  these  things  not  only  make  school  attractive  and  pleasant 
to  the  children,  but  contribute  very  materially  to  their  health  and  hap- 
piness. As  "  all  work  and  no  play  makes  Jack  a  dull  boy,"  so  all 
study  and  no  amusement  render  the  school-room  uninviting,  and  very 
uninteresting.  The  teacher  who  has  contributed  in  the  manner  above- 
mentioned,  to  amuse  his  scholars,  promote  their  health  and  happiness, 
and  render  their  presence  at  school  voluntary  and  not  compulsory,  as 
is  frequently  the  case,  deserves,  as  he  has  received,  the  thanks  of  hi& 
employers. 

We  have  in  our  town  several  schools  of  a  high  order  of  excellence, 
supported  by  private  means,  and,  of  course,  not  subject  to  any  juris- 
diction, which  proves  that  our  people  are  alive  to  'T;he  all  important 
subject  of  education. 

In  closing  my  report,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  fact,  that  all  the 
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trustees  unci  toacliors  of  our  town  liavo  unHelfinlily  dcrvotod  thcrnscilvcg 
to  their  respective  duties  during  the  current  year  witli  a  /'hI  uMr-h 
requires  lionorable  mention  by  me. 

J.  II.  NORTON, 
Tcmn  HupcrinU:nderd. 


FK  AN  KLIN. 

Two  of  the  districts  of  this  townfihip  have  neglected  to  file  a  copy 
of  their  rotcistcrs  with  the  town  superintendent,  as  required  bylaw; 
consecpu'ntly  the  accoinjjanyinp  statistics  are,  in  a  measure,  conjec- 
ture. Our  schools  have  not  enjoyed  any  unusual  degree  of  prosper- 
ity the  past  year. 

In  regard  to  the  practical  working  of  the  school  law  of  Xcw  Jersey, 
I  would  say  that  to  change  it  so  as  to  make  provision  for  free  schooU 
throughout  the  state  would  meet  with  the  approbation  of  our  people. 

JAMES  VLIET, 

Toim  SuperintendeTU. 


OBKENWlcn. 

All  the  schools  in  this  township  are  in  active  operation  at  this 
time. 

The  township  raises,  by  tax,  three  dollars  per  scholar,  which,  with 
the  state  appropriation  and  surplus  revenue,  is  sufficient,  with  one  ex- 
ception, to  keep  the  schools  open  during  the  year.  In  fact,  how 
could  it  be  otherwise,  when  the  qualification  of  the  teacher  is  com- 
pared with  the  amount  of  money  on  hand  in  the  district.  Some  of 
the  trustees  wish  to  get  along  very  "economically,"  and  must  have  a 
teacher  for  "the  money,"  for  the  patrons  will  "grumble"  if  they  are 
taxed  a  little.  Hence  the  trustees  will  apply  to  the  superintendent  to 
get  them  a  "first-rate"  teacher  for  "our  money."  Under  the  circum- 
stances, the  schools  in  this  township  are  in  good  condition ;  well  sup- 
plied with  bo(.»ks  and  well  classed. 

In  numbering  the  children  the  trustees  are  very  diligent  and  active; 
certain  to  get  all  in  their  district,  so  that  I  find  some  do  not  eret  any 
older,  having  been  "seventeen"  for  the  past  three  years.  When  I 
find  such,  I  remove  them  from  the  list.     Is  that  right  I 

The  gazetteer  and  dictionary  arc  in  nearly  all  the  schools. 

I  have  visited  the  schools  once  in  every  four  months.  In  some 
cases  the  trustees  accompanied  me.  All  the  teachers  have  been  ex- 
amined and  licensed  according  to  law.  One  teacher  is  from  the 
Normal  School  of  this  state.  He  is  well  liked,  and  is  doing  well  by 
the  school. 

N.  JENNINGS, 
Town  Super inieiident. 
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UACKEITSTOWN. 

In  transmitting  to  yon  my  annual  report  for  this  town,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  say,  our  schools  are  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  under 
the  care  of  ethcient  teachci's,  and  a  commendable  interest  is  manifested 
in  them  by  the  attention  given  them  by  the  trustees  and  patrons. 

DAVID  V.  C.  CRATE, 

Town  Superintendent. 

nAJRDWICK. 

I  have  visited  the  schools  once  while  in  operation.  The  inhabi- 
tants generally  manifest  but  little  interest  in  the  education  of  their 
children.  The  school-houses  in  the  township  are  five  in  number,  four 
of  them  being  in  good  repair.  Four  are  frame  buildings,  and  one  is 
of  stone.  All  have  but  one  room,  and  no  seats,  excepting  benches, 
and  no  writing  desks.  There  is  plenty  of  playground  attaclied.  The 
teachers  are  generally  not  well  qualified,  on  account  of  the  employers 
not  taking  any  interest  in  education.  They  have  employed  very  in- 
competent teachers.  They  have  all  been  females,  and  most  of  them 
were  employed  as  teachers  before  licensing.  They  have  a  very  limit- 
ed education,  and  therefore  have  been  very  incompetent.  There  have 
been  but  four  schools  in  the  township  this  summer,  and  there  is  none 
at  present ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  my  opinion  is,  that  education  is  ad- 
vancing very  slowly  in  this  town. 

M.  HETZEL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


HAEMONY. 

The  schools  in  this  township  are  most  of  them  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition, and  school  kept  throughout  the  year.  The  exceptions  are 
when  the  public  money  due,  together  with  the  amount  raised  by  the 
people,  is  not  sufiicient  to  compensate  a  competent  teacher  for  teach- 
ing throughout  the  year.  If  the  same  amount  of  public  money  could 
be  apportioned  by  law  to  each  school,  irrespective  of  numbers,  this 
defect  would  be  remedied,  since  the  schools  that  number  the  fewest 
scholars  between  five  and  eighteen  years,  that  are  generally  the  most 
scantily  supported  by  their  employers,  could  then  be  kept  throughout 
the  year.  Yet  this  plan,  although  it  might  remedy  the  defect,  would 
not  meet  with  the  a})probation  of  all,  since  it  might  appear  to  some 
partial  and  imjust.  llence  the  most  advisable  and  judicious  plan 
wouldbe,  that  public  money  be  raised  sufficient  to  make  all  schools 
free  throughout  the  year  in  every  section  of  the  country.  Yet  a 
greater  hindrance  to  the  onward  march  of  education  than  this,  is  the 
want  of  a  general  interest  in  the  cause  of  education.  Men  generally 
patronize  any  cause  that  they  approve  of,  and  are  liberal  or  parsimo- 
nious accordingly.  The  slow  progress  of  youth  in  our  schools  in 
knowledge  is  owing  more  to  the  want  of  discrimination  as  to  the  worth 
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of  cdueiition,  tlum  to  iii(-iij»;u;it,y  or  iiiuritiil  iriilu'cilitv  to  receive  know- 
ledge. llJiicc,  to  u^itiitt!  till-  Huhjcct  of  cdiu-.'itiori  ih  tlie  tiecrct  of  it« 
advaiu-eiiMMit.  I^ct  pareiitH  stiinuliitc  tlu-ir  children  to  mental  exertion 
by  reward.s  and  counsel.  I^et  teaciierado  tiicsauieby  jirizcs,  and  now 
and  then  a  word  of  cncourugcnient.  ,  Let  cliildren  hcc  that  their  pa- 
rents are  in  earnest  in  respect  to  tlio  worth  of  education  by  their 
prouij)t  attendance  to  tlic  examination  of  tlieir  schools,  at  least  once 
m  a  (piart(;r,  and  ('.rcdvior  would  be  the  motto  of  every  scholar,  even 
of  those  the  most  lethargic  and  least  disposed  to  study.  I>ct,  also,  a 
Bpirit  of  rivalry  be  encouraf^ed,  and  merit  always  meet  its  just  reward: 
and  education,  like  the  |)otent  wand  of  the  fabled  Orpheus,  would 
exert  an  influence  that  would  aftcct  not  only  communities,  and  every 
section  of  the  county,  but  the  nation  at  lar^e. 

JOIIX  W.  CLINE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


HOPE. 

Tlie  rc]>ort  which  I  herewith  submit  has  been  prepared  with  much 
care  and  labor.  ()winf]r  to  thetidelity  of  most  of  the  teachers  in  the 
several  districts,  in  keei»ini:j  their  recctrds  and  forwarding  them  to  me, 
I  am  able  to  ])rcparc  my  report  correctly.  There  are  in  the  township 
eif^lit  districts,  and  each  district  is  furnished  with  a  school-house. 
Four  of  the  houses  are  good,  being  constructed  on  the  new  plan,  well 
ftirnished  with  scats,  desks,  blackboards,  maps,  etc.,  and  well  venti- 
lated ;  the  remaining  four  arc  old  and  much  dilapidated.  Tlie  teach- 
ers employed  arc  generally  good  and  efficient.  Ihc  schools  in  most 
of  the  districts  are  kept  open  the  whole  of  the  year,  allowing  the  usual 
time  for  vacation.  The  average  time  the  schools  have  been  kept  open, 
this  year,  is  about  nine  months  and  a  half.  The  books  used  in  the 
several  schools  are  Sanders'  series  of  spelling  and  reading  books, 
Smith  and  Thomson's  arithmetics,  Smith's  and  McXally's  geographies, 
and  Smith's  and  Pineoc's  ijrammars.  Yocal  music  is  taught  in  part 
of  the  schools,  and  is  highly  recommended.  We  have  Webster's  large 
dictionaries  in  part  of  the  schools,  but  not  in  all  districts.  Districts 
numbers  four  and  live  are  destitute  of  those  books.  I  perceive  the 
energy  and  enterprise  of  the  inhabitants  are  more  aroused  to  the  im- 
portance of  education,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  free  schools  may  be 
established  in  every  district  in  the  state.  The  increase  of  the  amount 
raised  by  tax  in  the  township,  for  the  support  of  schools  for  the  last 
two  years,  has  been  three  hundred  dollars,  and  this  has  had  the  cflfect 
to  keep  the  schools  open  for  a  longer  period  of  time,  and  has  been 
the  means  of  rendering  the  business  of  teaching  more  permanent,  se- 
curing to  teachers  a  more  adequate  compensation  for  their  services, 
a  thing  which  has  been  desired  by  those  most  concerned  in  education. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  retrenchment  will  here^after  be  made  in  the 
amount  of  means  for  the  support  of  schools  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  amount  may  be  increased,  until  the  schools  shall  be  entirely  free. 
Gk)od,  convenient  houses,  and  good,  etticicnt  teachers,  and  an  increase 
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of  the  amount  to  support  those  teachers,  will  drive  the  mighty  machine 
which  ditl'iises  knowledge  and  education  among  us,  and  over  our  entire 
state  and  country. 

ClIAKLES  II.  COOKE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


INDEPENDENCE. 

As  this  is  my  first  year's  service  as  superintendent,  I  cannot  give  as 
complete  a  report  of  the  state  of  the  schools  in  our  township  as  is 
desirable. 

Of  their  condition  during  the  first  part  of  the  present  year  there 
have  been  no  reports  sent  in,  and  the  information  I  have  gained  from 
the  teachers  since  April  has  been  very  imperfect. 

With  us  there  has  been  a  lack  of  interest  in  our  schools,  and  al- 
though there  has  been  some  improvement  in  this  respect,  yet  we  are 
far  from  realizing  the  true  importance  of  the  means  of  popular 
education. 

Most  of  our  schools  are  small,  and  those  who  have  charge  often  hire 
teachers  at  a  small  salar}",  and  consequently  cannot  expect,  and  do 
not  obtain,  competent  persons ;  the  consequences  we  can  all  readily 
see. 

A  very  few  of  our  schools,  however,  are  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
and  reflect  credit  on  all  concerned  in  their  management;  a  portion  of 
our  school-houses,  also,  are  in  good  order,  and  all  of  them  answer  as 
well  as  the  mai'ority  of  ordinary  school-rooms. 

P.  N.  JACOBUS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


KNOWLTON. 

I  now  take  the  liberty  to  give  you  a  few  items  concerning  the  state 
of  public  schools  in  our  township,  but  I  cannot  give  you  as  full  a 
detail  as  I  would  like,  having  been  in  office  since  last  spring  only. 
I  have  visited  all  the  schools  through  the  summer  and  fall  time,  ex- 
cept two,  and  these  were  only  kept  one  quarter,  while  the  rest  were 
open  about  five  months.  I  think  they  are  all  in  good  condition,  the 
average  number  of  scholars  being  from  thirteen  to  forty-five.  The 
ordinary  branches  are  taught  in  most  of  the  schools — such  as  gram- 
mar, geoOTaphy,  arithmetic,  etc. 

Our  school-houses  will  pass  very  well.  Two  are  of  stone  ;  the  rest 
frame,  two  of  them  with  entries  ;  the  others  with  one  room  only.  As 
regards  playground,  there  is  plenty,  for  our  township  is  not  thickly 
settled  yet. 

Our  teachers,  I  think,  do  well,  with  few  exceptions.  We  had  three 
male  teachers  during  the  summer  and  fall,  l)ut  now  they  are  all  males ; 
the  salary  is  from  $12  to  $10  per  month,  with  board  found,  except  in 
two  cases,  where  it  is  one  dollar  per  day,  without  board.  The  salary 
of  our  female  teachers  is  about  $10  per  month,  and  board.     The  books 
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in  nfio  nrc  Sanders'  readcrK  iitid  8]»rdliii^  bookH,  Smith's  grammar  and 
geo^ni|»liy,  and  Thornwm'rt  nritliinutic. 

I  tluiik  the  public  school  Hystein  is  growing  into  favor  in  our  town- 
sliii).  The  niJinagcincnt  of  the  bcIiooIh  is  all  left  to  the  tniHt«'es,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  l<nvnshi|)  hardly  ever  vibiting  them.  Still,  there  is 
qnite  an  interest  taken  in  hcIiooIk,  although  there  arc  some  of  the 
lieuvy  tax-|)ay<'rH  oj»j>o8e<l  t<>  raising  two  dollars  |)er  scholar;  they  arc 
not,  fortunately  in  the  majority. 

Pp:TKlt  IJELLKS, 

T(/wn  Superintendent. 


MANSFIELD. 

Having  been  in  olliec  but  a  sliort  time,  I  can  say  })ut  little  concern- 
ing the  relative  ])r()gress  of  the  schools  in  this  township.  By  the  ac- 
companying statisties,  you  will  learn  that  there  is  something  of  an 
interest  manifested  bv  our  people  in  educational  affairs — at  least,  in 
jH'oviding  funds  for  scliool  })urj)oses.  There  is,  however,  a  lamentable 
want  of  that  form  of  interest  which  constitutes,  on  the  part  of  the 
patrons  and  oliicers,  that  fostering  care  by  which  alone  good  schools 
can  be  built  u])  and  maintained.  Our  school-houses  are  six  in  num- 
ber, one  of  which  is  a  two-story  frame,  tolerably  well  seated,  and  may 
be  set  down  as  No.  1. 

No.  2  consists  of  one  stone  and  one  frame,  one  story  each,  play- 
ground and  seats  excepted — passable. 

The  rest  are  of  the  nondescript,  scvcn-by -nine,  order ;  sufficiently 
uninviting  in  appearance  to  counteract,  in  a  great  measure,  the  most 
accomplished  teacher,  and  chill  the  ardor  of  the  most  ambitious 
scholar.  Moreover,  these  unicjue  cribs  are  either  close  up  to,  or  actu- 
ally in,  the  public  highway,  where,  amid  mud,  dust  and  dirt,  the 
scholars  arc  expected  to  find  refreshing  recreation.  I  need  scarcely 
add  that  those  schools  are  not  well  supplied  with  a  uniform  size  of 
books,  destitute  of  blackboards  and  maps,  and,  from  the  fact  that  they 
are  often  closed  wdien  the  public  money  is  expended,  and  the  teach- 
ers unnecessarily  changed,  are  making  very  little  progress. 

I  should  mention,  in  this  connection,  however,  an  improvement  in 
one  of  the  schools,  hitherto  noticed  as  one  of  the  first  in  the  town- 
ship, partly  from  the  fact  that  a  considerable  number  of  its  members 
have,  for  some  unexplained  reason,  been  drawing  their  funds  for  some 
years  in  an  adjoining  district  ;  but,  by  a  rigid  recognition  of  the  dis- 
trict's boundaries,  these  seceders  have  been  brought  back,  and  the 
school  having  been  removed  to  a  central  and  more  acceptable  loca- 
tion, and  placed  under  the  care  of  a  normal  teacher,  is  improving  at 
a  rate  that  will  soon  place  it  among  the  best  in  the  township. 

Prominent  among  the  objections  to  the  school  law  is  that  of  limit- 
ing the  power  of  town  superintendents  in  regard  to  the  alteration  of 
district  boundaries  :  this  important  duty,  often  necessary  to  \  ^rform 
in  order  to  give  a  fair  distribution  of  the  public  funds,  is,  unde.  he 
present  system,  and  in  the  most  important  cases,  simplv  im|X)ssible. 

THOS.  KARR, 
Toxcn  Superint^'ndent. 
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OX  FORI). 

Miuli  niiij^ht  be  said  upon  the  subject  of  public  schools.  •  Plans 
might  be  proposed  and  adopted  for  tlieir  management  and  support, 
and  still  we  might  fall  far  short  of  attaining  the  great  object  in  view — 
the  thorough  education  of  the  rising  generation. 

Unless  the  symj^athies  of  the  people  be  enlisted  in  the  cause,  it  must 
of  necessity  languish  under  any  system  that  can  be  devised,  until  its 
importance  is  fully  appreciated  and  acknowledged.  The  best  eftbrts 
of  the  most  able,  skilful  and  industrious  teacher  are,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, unavailing,  if  he  has  the  misfortune  to  see  that  his  assiduity  in 
behalf  of  those  under  his  charge,  is  met  by  the  apathy  and  cold  indif- 
ference of  those  who  should  be  most  interested  and  solicitous  for  the 
proper  training  and  education  of  those  to  whom  they  are  connected 
by  the  strongest  ties  of  consanguinity,  and  who  are  shortly  to  be  their 
successors  upon  the  stage  of  action. 

This  apathy,  however,  formerly  so  prevalent  in  this  vicinity,  I  am 
gratified  in  being  able  to  state,  has,  in  a  great  measure,  disappeared, 
and  a  general  feeling  of  anxiety  is  at  present  manifested  in  this  town- 
ship in  regard  to  education. 

Old  and  dilapidated  structures  (mere  apologies  for  school-houses), 
are  being  replaced  by  large,  convenient  and  beautiful  edifices,  fur- 
nished with  furniture  of  the  most  recent  and  approved  style;  thus 
rendering  the  duties  of  the  teacher  more  pleasant,  and  that  of  pupils 
far  less  irksome. 

One  elegant  house  has  been  built  the  present  year,  and  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  unite  two  small  districts,  and  erect  a  suitable  house,  with 
a  view  of  procuring  the  services  of  a  teacher  from  the  State  Normal 
School. 

All  the  teachers  in  the  township  have  been  licensed,  and  each 
school  has  been  visited,  at  least,  once  in  three  months  during  the  time 
the  school  has  been  in  operation,  and,  in  most  of  them,  a  creditable 
improvement  is  plainly  perceptible. 

The  support  of  schools  by  taxation  meets  with  some  opposition  in 
this  township,  although  the  people  are  gradually  falling  into  the 
measure  ;  and  we  trust  that  the  time  is  not  fiir  distant,  when  no  one 
will  consider  the  question,  whether  he  has  or  has  not  children  to  be 
benefited  by  tlie  education  to  which  he  contributes ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, regard  it  as  a  wise  and  liberal  system  of  policy,  by  which  prop- 
erty, and  life,  and  the  peace  of  society  are  secured. 

D.  D.  CAMPBELL, 

Toion  Superintendent. 


PAHAQUARRY. 

In  reviewing  the  past  year,  1  think  it  is  very  evident  that  there  is 
an  increased  interest  felt  throughout  the  township  in  regard  to  our 
common  schools,  although  the  inhabitants  are  not  yet  awake  to  their 
own  interest  upon  the  subject. 
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Our  flfhoolrt  Jit  prcrtctit  iin;  in  j^ood  cotMlitiori,  ami  iiioHt  of  tlioin  arc 
taii^Iit  \)y  tlioso  wlio  un;  WL'll  <|imlili(<l  to  toacli  .-ill  that  1:^  n-'jtiircd  of 
tliein. 

JAMKS  VANLAMl'KN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


0 

I'liiLMrsuuuriii  (uoEouoii). 

Since  nmkin/^;  my  lunt  annual  roport,  the  town  of  rhillipsburj^h  has 
been  set  off  from  tlio  towiisliip,  by  an  act  of  incorporation,  containing 
now  but  two  school  districts.  l>ut  these  two  distncta  do  notconBtitute 
the  whole  of  our  educational  advantaj^es.  IJcsides  our  two  district 
schools,  there  are  two  select  schools  in  whicli  some  of  the  higher 
branches  are  lauj^ht.  There  has  also,  been  established  here  a  Roman 
Catholic  parochial  sdiool;  tlie  children,  whose  narents  were  strictly 
v>f  that  faith,  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  public  Bchools,  and  have, 
thereby,  been  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  the  school  fund. 

Duriri','  the  i)ast  year,  I  think  less  interest  has  been  manifested  by 
the  pe(»ple  in  the  cause  of  education  than  formerly,  the  ^reat  and  all- 
absorbiiif^  war  (juestion  havinn;  a{»parently  diverted  their  almost  en- 
tire attention  from  all  other  subjects.  There  has  been  no  change  in 
teachers  for  the  ]>ast  year.  The  schools  are  graded  according  to  the 
attainments  of  the  children,  the  males  and  females  being  in  separate 
apartments.  The  branches  taught  in  the  school  are  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  geography,  English  grammar,  book-keeping  and  algebra. 

It  is  thought  by  some,  and  ]>erhaps  not  without  good  reason,  that 
the  ])rogress  of  the  children  lias  not  been  commensurate  with  the 
large  amount  of  money  expended  annually  for  school  purposes.  The 
teachers  have  not,  in  all  cases,  been  selected  so  much  on  account  of 
their  superior  qualifications,  experience  in  teaching,  and  adaptation 
to  their  profession,  as  from  motives  of  sectarian  policy,  and  considera- 
tions of  personal  friendship.  It  is  believed  that,  were  the  teachers,  by 
some  means,  thrown  more  upon  their  own  merits  for  success,  they 
would  be  more  ambitious  to  excel  in  their  profession.  In  one  district, 
at  least,  they  have  generally  been  engaged  by  the  trustees  for  the 
term  of  one  year,  at  good  wages,  and  naving  secured  a  competence 
for  the  year,  their  greatest  object  seems  to  be  attained  ;  and  when 
a  certain  number  of  hours  have  been  passed  away  in  the  school-room, 
it  is  feared  that  they  are  too  apt  to  think  their  work  has  been  all  ac- 
complished, while  the  precious  time  of  the  children  is  only  wasted, 
and  their  education  most  shamefully  neglected.  This  state  of  affairs, 
no  doubt  arises,  in  ]>art,  from  the  fact  that  the  people,  employers  of 
the  schools,  including  trustees,  seldom  or  never  visit  the  schools  to  see 
the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  the  teachers  are  discharged. 

As  the  people  have  been  unusually  liberal  in  their  appropriations 
for  school  purposes,  providing  spacious  school-rooms  and  other  conve- 
niences, it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  be  more  guarded  in  selecting 
teachers,  under  whoso  guardianshiix  their  children  are  to  be  trained 
in  the  difterent  branches  <}{  science,  and   their  physich.1  and  moral 
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characters  developed  ;   when  their  liberality  shall  not  be  misapplied, 
and  their  desire  for  good  schoals  shall  be  fully  realized. 

J.  E.  LOVELL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WASHINGTON. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  answers  to  your  series  of  questions,  as  far 
as  possible  to  collect  them.  The  imperfect  manner  in  which  the 
school  register  is  kept,  renders  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  collect  infor- 
mation such  as  is  desired,  particularly  with  reference  to  some  ques- 
tions in  series  No.  2. 

Some  two  years  since  I  furnished  each  district  with  a  blank  book, 
as  required  by  law,  in  which  a  record  might  be  kept.  On  my  again 
assuming  the  duties  of  town  superintendent,  for  the  year  1861,  I  was 
able  to  lind  but  two,  and  they  in  the  hands  of  trustees,  the  teachers 
not  knowing  where  they  were,  or  that  any  record  was  required  to  be 
kept. 

In  regard  to  the  interest  felt  in  the  cause  of  education,  the  above  is 
a  fair  criterion  by  which  to  judge. 

To  look  at  our  school-houses  a  stranger  would  suppose  that  an 
unusal  interest  is  felt  by  the  parents  in  the  education  of  their  children, 
but  beyond  providing  good,  substantial  houses,  all  is  neglected.  The 
great  desire  among  parents,  as  well  as  trustees,  is  to  disburse  the 
smallest  possible  amount  of  money  to  teachers,  the  quality  of  the  ma- 
terial returned  being  of  no  consideration.  The  trustees,  in  every  case, 
being  anxious  to  employ  a  teacher  for  the  amount  of  money  due  their 
respective  district,  less  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  incidental  expenses, 
which  they  are  sure  to  draw  an  order  for,  in  favor  of  the  treasurer,  if 
there  is  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  it  on  an  order  in  their  own  favor, 
the  parents  only  feeling  interested  in  the  amount  of  salary  paid,  so 
far  as  to  screen  themselves  from  any  tax  coming  upon  them  from  any 
deficit  which  might  otherwise  accrue ;  and  here,  I  would  remark,  lies 
the  great  difficulty  in  the  appropriations  made  by  state  and  township 
for  school  purposes.  Whenever  an  annual  fund  is  devoted  to  public 
schools,  the  impression  at  once  takes  hold  of  the  public  mind  that  their 
schools  must  be  free.  The  trustees,  acting  under  the  same  impression, 
endeavor  to  make  it  so,  by  employing  cheap  teachers  ;  and  when  this 
fails,  of  closing  the  schools  for  three  or  six  months.  No  greater  error 
than  this  exists,  and  no  greater  harm  can  befall  a  school  or  commu- 
nity, unless  it  should  be  no  school  at  all.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
no  appropriation  from  either  state  or  township  would  remedy  the  dif- 
ficulty ;  it  might,  if  possible,  make  the  matter  worse.  Any  one  can 
find  fault,  but  it  must  be  a  wise  man,  indeed,  who  can  always  devise 
the  remedy.  I  leave  it  to  more  experienced  heads  than  mine  in  the 
cause  of  education. 

JNO.  B.  MATTISON, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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